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BILL—INTERPRETATION
AMENDMENT.

In Committee.

Hon. J. Ewing in the Chair; Hon, A. Love-
kin in charge of the Bill

Clause 1—agreed to.
Clause 2—Amendment of Section 36:

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: To meet the sugges-
tion made by the Minister laat week, though
I do not think it necessary, I move an amend-
nent—

That after ‘‘by’’ in line 1 the words
‘‘inserting after the words *Subsection 2’
in paragraph (¢) the wornls ‘and Sub-
section 4° and is further amended by'' be
inserted.

Amendment put and passed,

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: I move an amend-
ment—-

That in line 2 ““to'’ be struck out and
the word ‘‘after’’ inserted in licu.

Amendment put and passed; the elanse,
a3 amended, agreed to.

Clause 3—Awmendment of Section 37:

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: [
do not understand the position regarding this
clarse. I have a copy of the Bill as moved
on the second reading, and also another copy
which {Jiffers from it.

Hon, A, Lovekin:
and it was corrected.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
hon, member cannot move the second reading
of a Bill and then substitute another Bill for
it. The alteration shonld be made in Com-
mittee.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Tt was not my fault.
After the Bill was distributed, the error was
detected and attention was directed to it,
after which the printer made the eorrection.

The CHAIRMAN: The Bill I have is the
on¢ which passed the second reading.

Hon, A. LOVEKIN: The change was made
bhefore the seecond reading was passed.

The CHATEMAXN: The way out ia for the
hon. member to move the amendmment here.

Hon. A, LOVEKIX: T move an amend-
ment—

That in line 2 the words ‘‘this seetion’’

ACT

There was a misprint

be struck out, and the words ‘‘section
thirty-seven’’ inserted in liew.
Amendment put and passed; the claunse,

as amended, agreed to.
Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with ameadments.

House adjourned at 8.1 p.m,
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The SPEAKER took ihe Chair at 230
p.an.,, and read prayers.

ELECTORAL—SWEARING IN OF

MEMBER.

The SPEARER: I have received the re-
trrn of writ for the Kalgoorlie electorate
by-election. From the endorsement thereon
it appears that Mr. James Cunningham has
been elected to serve that electorate inm the
Aggembly. 1 am prepared to swear in the
hon. member.

Mr. Cunningham took and subscribed the
oath, and signed the roll.

QUESTION—ROYAL COMMISSIONERS
ABROAD.

Mr, PICKERING asked the Premier: 1,
What Royal Commissions during the past

nine years have visited the Eastern States
in furtherance of their commissions? 2
Were the coinmissioners paid whilst absent
from the State? 3, If so, what was the
amonnt paid per diem to the chairmar and
to the commissioners?

The PREMIER replied: 1, 2 and 3: Pay-
mept was made in some instances. Particu-
lars are as follows: Agrieultural Industry
Commission and Esperance Lands Commis
gion: Chajrman, £3 3s. per day, members
£2 25, per day, plus £1 1s. per day travelling
expenses. Collie Coal Commission: Chair-
man only, nil. State Children and Charities
Commission: Allowance of £30 to Mr. S5, M
Rocke for inquiries in New Zealand., Lunacy
Commission: Members only, £2 2s. per day
plus £1 1s. per day travelling expenses. Rail
way Commission: Sole Commissioner, £6 10s
per day {no travelling expenses). Korestry
Coromission: Chairman only, nil.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Megsage from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the following
Bills:—

1. Esperance - Northward Railway
siom.

2. Dairy Indaustry.

Exten
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ANNTAL ISTIMATES.

Report of Committec of Ways and Means
adopted.

BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME
TAX ACT 1922, AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—NXNortham) [2,38] in moving the second
reading said: The Homse will realise that I
have no great desire to bring down another
amendment to the Act. When the amend-
ments from avother place were before us I
inadvertently deceived the Cominittee in that
T said the insertion of the word ‘‘net’’ be-
fore ‘‘income’’ in Clanse 8, referring to the
super tax, had no meaning. The Minister in
another plage, and the Taxation Commissioner
also, told me it did not mean very much.
Since then I have learned that it may mean
a good deal, It is not certain that the court
would interpret the amended clause as the
mover of the amendment in another place
would wish, but I think we ought to put it
beyond doubt. When an income derived
wholly or partly from dividends gets beyond
£2,267, it is treated as ordinary income. Thus
if 2 man lad an income of £5,000 from
dividends and £5,000 from ordinary sources,
i* would be treated as an income of £10,000,
and the rate applying, 4s. in the pound, would
he impesed over the whole of it. Then, of
course, the super tax of 15 per cent. would
ke added to the amount taxed on the basis
of the rate trhposed on the £10,000 income.
Deducted from this amount would be the
amount paid as dividend duty. for nobody
pays twice, although everybody must pay pre-
¢isely the same rate. The man who gets his
income from dividends has less right to he
relieved than the man who earns his by per-
somal exertion. To make this quite clear,
and in order that we may get the tax to
which we are entitled, T have brought down
this amending Bill to strike out the word
f“net’’ as inserted in Clause 6 in another
place. The result of this will be that the
taxpayer shall pay as the law provides, at
the rate set out in the Act.

Hon, P. Collier: That is to say, on the
same basis as he haa paid in the past.

The PREMIER: Exaetly. I have thought
it my duty to the House-to make this ex-
planation and have the matter set right. I
move— )

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. P. Collier, debate ad-
jouroed.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1922-23,
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 30th November;
Stubbs in the Chair,

Voie—Departmental, £81,624:

Hon, P. COLLTER (Boulder) [2.47]: The
T.oan Estimates deal with a very large sum

Mr.
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of money covering the whole of the ramifi-
cations of the Government of the State. It
is so long since these Estimates were intro-
duced that the information supplied by the
Premier when introducing them has passed
more or less from the minda of members.
Tt is rather unfortunate with these Estimates,’
as with the Estimates of revenue and ex-
penditure, that six montha of the financial
year shonld have expired before we are called
ujon to pive consideration to them. Of the
svm of £4,000,000 provided in thesc Esti-
mates for the current year, I suppose half
the money has already been expended, and
very little difference will be made to the
course of that expenditure by any remarks
which might be offered now. 8till, the Com-
mittee should take notice of the fact that we
are providing for the expenditure this year of
a huge suw of money. Four millions in one
year, even though the money be expended on
essential development works, is a big cxpen-
diture for a population of 340,000 people to
embark uwpon, and the matter regquires most
careful consideration. We coannot overlook
the fact that our loan expenditure in recent
years has been mounting up very rapidly,
Our financial difficulty with regard to rev-.
enue expenditure is largely due to the great
sum we have to provide every year by way
of interest and sinking fund. In 1913 our
tolnl indebtedness was £30,276,000, cqual to
£36 per head of the population. Since that
time we have gone on increasing ouwr indebt-
cdness until, at the end of June last, it tot-
alled £54,977,000, equal to £137 per head
of the population. We might deduet the
amornt paid inte sinking fund, £8,370,000,
which leaves the State with a net total en-
debtedness of £46,396,000—a very large
amount indeed, The paymenis last year for
interest alone amounted to mno less than
£2,156,311. TIf to that we add the sinking
fund econtribution of £281,000, we find that
the total payment for interest and siuking
fund combined for the year was £2,433371.
That is a very large sum for a comparatively
small population te find each year, and to
this is due the fact that the State is finan-
cially embarrassed. When this money is pro-
vided, we have very little left for the ordin-
ary cxrenses of government, If we add to
our total indebtedness another four million
pounds, the increase of interest and sinking
find will make our difficulties much greater.
We all hope that the greater proportion of
this money will be expended on reproductive
works, and that those people for whose bene-
fit it is being expended will he able to meet
the interest and sinking fund charge. We
eould not justify the expenditure otherwise.
T have no doubt this result will be attained
in the course of two or three years, Cer-
tainly we cannot look for a direct return by
wav of interest and sinking fund. or the full
amount of interest, during the first year or
two, The State has embarked, and I think
wisely, on a policy of land settlement, and
if we wish to make it a success, it will entail
the expenditure of a large sum of borrowed
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maoney. However, I hope the Government
will exereise the utmost economy and will
see 50 far as is humanly possible that the
money is expended in a direction which will
give a return of interest and other payments
at a very early date. The vital aspect of
the whole situation is that of increasing the
population. Governments in years gome by
have indulged in loan expenditure to a very
great extent, and while the expenditure may
have been justified by the works undertaken,
our diffieulties arise from the fact that the
population has mnot increased at a propor-
tionate rate in order to earry the added bur-
den of interest and sinking fund. The State
would have nothing to fear from horrowing
money pretty freely to carry out necessary
development works, provided the population
kept on increasing proportionately, so that we
had the additional taxpayers to bear the
added burden, but I am afraid, and the fig-
ures available indicate, that we are not in-
creasing our population at the rate the aver-
age person believes we are, and certainly
not at a rate which it is desirable we should
maintain if we are to continue ecxpending
such gsums as four mitlion pounds in one year.
Tn 1920 the arrivals in Western Australia
numbered 29,930, and the departures 31,277,
an excess of departures of 1,347, Tn that
year assisted and nominated immigrants
numbered 1,364, so that, allowing for these
people and the excess of departures over ar-
rivals, we actually lost population to the
number of 2,714, It might be contended
that that was not a normal year, and that,
being only two years sinee the close of the
war, we had not got back to wormal condi-
tions. Im 1921 arrivals numbered 29,333,
and departures 29,306, an exeess of arrivals
over departures of 27. In that year theve
arrived assisted and nominated immigrants
numbering: 3,381; that is to say, in that vear
we lost 3,354 people. Either of the 3481
people who arrived here, 1354 loft the State,
or else they take the place of other citizens
who left the State; the net result was that
the State lost .-1354 people in 1921 Taking
the 10 months of last year—T have not takén
the other two menths beeause, with the ap-
proach of Christmas, there is a considerable
movement of population East, and the fig-
ures would not be very reliable—the arrivals
numbered 25,497 and the departures 23,192,
an excess of arrivals over departures of
2,305. During the same period there arrived
nominated and assisted immigrants number-
ing 3,750.

The Premier:
other figures.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Quite so; the other
figures include all arrivals and departures,
and the arrivals excecded the departures by
2,305,

The Premier: We wonid have been in a
pretty mess without the immigrants.

Hon. P, COLLIER: T know that. We have
been bringing in between 3,000 and 4,000
immigrants a year during the last three er
four years, but have not bheen gaining in

They were included in the
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population. Had it not been for these im-
migrants, we should have actoally gone back
in population,

Mr, Underwood: But the others might not
have left.

Hon. P. COLLTER: I would not say that
‘Wesgtern Australiang who have left the State
to go to the East have been influenced in
their actions by the arrival of immigrants,

Mr. Underwgod: Some of them have been
influenced.

Hon, P. COLLIER: T suppose that would
operate to some extent. It should not in-
fluence people in their departure from this
State if the policy were a sound one, and if
those who were brought here did not .ater
into eompetition on the labour market with
those who were already here. During the first
12 months or se, according to the policy of
the Government, new narrivals going on the
land must put in that time as wage carners
on the farms in order to gain experience, It
would seem that to the extent they work on
the farms they displace many of those who
formerly gained employment in that direc-
tion.

Mr, Teesdale: Do they not mean extending
the work on the farms?

Hon. P. COLLIER: That may be so. If
our agricultural industry is developed each
year to the extent that we can employ an
additional 3,000 or 4,000 persons, and further
acreage is brought under cultivation, it would
follow that those already engaged in the in-
dustry would not be displaced. I do not,
however, know that we have been increasing
cultivation to that cxtent doaring the years I
have quoted. The Premier said that the acre-
age under coltivation had increased last year
by 400,000 aeres. We know that considerable
sumg of money were advanced from the Agri-
cultural Bank last year to enable farmers to
plaee an increased area under cultivation. In
that way they should have been able to absorb
the new arrivals without displaeing those al-
ready here. Notwithstanding that for the
firat 10 months of last ycar, to the end of
October, 3,750 immigranls arrived in the
State, we actually lost 1,445 persond. If cur
immigration policy does pieatly infloence the
departure of our own citizens, there is some-
thing wrong.

The Premier:
guite useless, .

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes. We should he
piling up our indebtedness by borrowing
money to place people on the land, and at the
end of, say, three years, after speading at
the rate of four millions a year, we shonld
find our indebtedness inereased by 12 mitlions
and still have the same population az if we
had not embarked upon the policy. T hepe
the Premier will clogely examine the figvres
with the ohject of discovering the real causz
of the drift. Doring ihe past few years there
has been a considerable migration of Western
Australians to the Esstern States. uly a
small proportion of the new arrivals have, I
think gone away; and if that is so, we bhave
been losing those who have been resident in

And the policy wonld le
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tke State, and who by all the rules of the
business ought to have been gur Lwgt eitizons.
The figures are disquieting, and we coght to
¢ndeavonr to arrest the drift of our own
people to the Eastern States. Tf we ean hold
those who are already here, and still bring
in large numbera of new arrivals each year,
in a little while we should be able to con-
siderably add to our population. That is the
whole crux of the position. Unless we can
build up our own population, we cannot bring
about increased production. No matter how
much we spend, we can only increase produc-
tion by increasing the numbers of our popula-
tion. That is the object the Premier has in
view., If we do not increase our popula-
tion, and go on adding to cur indebtedness,
in a few years we shall be in 2 more diffienlt
financial position than we are in at present.

Mr. Mann: The population has inereased
by over 12,000 since 1918,

Hon, P. COLLIER: That was due to our
returning soldiers. We were merely getting
back those we had lost. During the war our
population receded by about 12,000.

Mr, Mann: We fell back from 333,000 to
327,000.

Hon. P, COLLIER: After the war, in
1919, we recovered that loss. That is why I
have not taken the figures further back than
1920. The figures 1 bhave quoted show a
position that is far from satisfactory. The
reason for the drift to the Eastern States ia,
I think, that many of those who went to the
war from Western Australia were young men
who had not previously been out of the State.
They saw something of the world while nway,
and got a taste for travel. On their return
they nainrally desired to gee other parts of
Australia, Whilst they were away they
fraternised with men from the other Statcs,
and this too helped them in their desire to
see the rest of Australia. T believe that many

. of those who have leff the Sfate for this

purpose fully intend to return here after
they have had a look round. Every yourg
man likes te sec something of other ecuitries,

Mr. Mullany: This should also apply in
the Eastern States, and numbers of young
men should want to see Western Anstralia.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Therc is not the saune
appeal from the bigger States to a State like
Western Aastralia. - Most of those who went
to the war from the Eastern States saw Wes-
tern Australia on their way to the front.

Mr. Underwood: Many Western Aus-
tralian soldiers originally came from the other
States, and on their return wanted to see
their old homes.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is quite possible.

The Premier: The only part of the State
that has lJost population is North-East Fre-
mantle, where there are so many empty
houses.

Hon. W. C. Angwii: T would like you to
find one empty house there.
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Hon. P, COLLIER: If what I have sug-
gested does account for the drift to the
Eastern Btates, it means that it will not be
a continuous drift. It will bave been evi-
denced only during the year or two following
the close of the war, and will to a large
extent have ceased after (hat.

The Premier: We have not lest the popu-
lation at all. We only dropped it on the
census. We lost 18,000 on the Jast census.

Mr. Underwood: That does not affect the
arrivals and departures.

The Premier: Yes, it does. I have gone
into the matter. I am trying to keep the
people here, and I believe they are here,

Hon. P. COLLIER: If they arec here, the
figures do not show that to he the case. The
Premier appears te be losing 25s. per head
from the Commonwealth upon these decreased
numbers.

The Premier: That is so.

Hon. P. COLLTER: It is disquietening to
think that although we are embarking upon
an immigration policy the people are coming
in at the front door and going out at the
back. That is a bad thing for the State.
Since the advent of the Great Western Rail-
way, many people have gone to the Eastern
States hecause of the greater opportunitics
offeredl there for the training of their sons
in scme trade or calling, All young men do
not desire to go on the land, though, if they
did, I think they would have as good an op-
portunity of learning all abont the agricul-
toral industry in this State as in another
State. The Tioan Estimates show an increase
over those of the previous year. There is a
total of four million pounds set down on these
Fatimates as against an expenditure last year
nf £2,454 000. For the development of agri-
enlture, the sum of £2,520,000 is provided.

Mt. Mann: The expenditure of our money
in the Fastern States bas maunt a great deal
{0 the population there.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Yee. We should stop
the importation of goods manufactured in
the Eastern States, and endeavour to supply
our own requirements. According te the
Premier we purchased last year from the East-
ern States £1,400,000 worth of agricultural
produce. The money that we send out of the
State finds employment for men and women
in other parts of Australia. It may be sid
that the money we are borrowing is cultivat-
ing the land in the Eastern States. It is
kecping factories going there instead of being
uged to find employment for our own people.
It would make a great difference to the gen-
eral trade and prosperity of the State if the
money we are spending on agrieultural pro-
duee in other States were cireulated amongst
our own people. That money would go back
into our industries, and greatly assist in the
development of our various activities. The
greater proportion of that sum goes out to
pay for products from the soil. I do not
know any other way of arresting the drift to
the East than that of developing our lands.
If the present policy succeeds, it should not
be more than two or three years when we
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shall entirely overtake our own requircinents
and the importation of foodstuffs from the
East will cease, Tf that should not prove to
be the case, then our money will have been
oxpended in vain and we shall be in a bad
way financially. However, it is quite probable
that this year, as in other years, the Treas-
urer will find, as the months go by, that it is
not absolutely essential to expend the total
amount of money which he asks the House to
authorize, We usuzally find at the end of
the financial year that the full amount au-
thorised by Parliament has not b2en expended.
8till, we cannot expect to succeed with our
develo~mental poliey withont the expenditure
of money. Ineluded in these Loan Estimates
are a considerable number of railways whieh
have been authorised by Parliamient during
the past six or seven vears. The construetion
of those lines is all falling into this year. That
expenditure will not he, or shonld not he,
reeurrent.  We know that three or four of
the lines are already under construetion, Those
facts account for the inecreased amount sct
down under ‘‘Railways and Tramways.'’
We know, too, that on some of the estates
purchased for closer settlement large suma of
money ure heing expemled—the Peel estate
and the Bateman eslate, for inetance, where
relatively enormous works are being ecarried
out. Drainage i3 under way there, and rvoads
are being construeted, and all the other faeili-
ties necessary for people going on the land
are betng provided. A very considerable
acreage of land which only six montha ago
was swamp land or in a virgin atate, is to-
day flouristing with crops. T know from my
own observation that that is so on the Peel
egtate, Tt would be a revelation to hon. mem-
bers who have 1ot seen it to go to
the Peel estate and observe what -has
been accomplished in to short a tme. The
estate should speedily be seif-supporting;
that is te say, the general taxpayer shouwld
after a very short time not he called upon to
carry interest charges on the estate, but those
gettled on the estate should be nhle to pay
their way and meet the interest on the ecapi-
tal expenided. The situation of the estate is
most favovrable—within seven or eight miles
of the port, and with & good road. The pro-
duectg generally are just what the State
requires, and sueh as the State has been im-
porting. The potatoes merely seraiehed in
on the surface there are as fine as any I have
seen, Indced, everything grows in profusion
on those swamp lands. So far as a layman
may judge, T have no fear whatever for the
guccess of the Peel estate undertaking. Tun
connection with the group settlements now
vnder way in the South-West there will
doulitless be many _diffieultics to overeome,
hut T have no doubt whatever that theose set-
tlements will sneceed and save to the State
those large ontgoings to the East. The re-
spongibility for the Loan Estimates lies en-
tirely with the Government, and one must
assvwie that no exrenditure will be ineurred
but such as is absolutely cssential. Expendi-
ture on apriculture, if wise, can at all times
be justified.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Honr. W. C. Angwin: What about the pro-
peosed expenditure on the Council of Indus-
trial Development?

The Premier: There is no such expendi-
ture on these Estimates,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Yes, look at pages
20 and 27,

Hon. P. COLLIER: I would not be pre-
rared fo vote a pound for the Council of In-
dustrial Development either to expend or to
have a voice in expending. I remember that
on the discussion of the Revenue Estimates
the Minister for Miues promised to consult
with me regarding a Bill, to be introdueed
this gession, for the purpose of casting the
Council of Industrial Development in statu-
tery form. However, T have not heard from
the Minister on the subjeet.

The Premier: That is not the Minister's
fault,

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Ilouse ought nat
to sanetion the Council of Industrial Develop-
ment, as at present constituted, having any
voire whatever in the expenditure of publie
funds. 1f the promised Bill should nnt be
hrought downp, I hope the members of the
Council of Industrial Development will, in
their own interests, have discretion enough
te resign from their positions, or to refuse
to function any further until they have the
anthority of Parliament,

The Premier: The fault does not lie with
the Minister for Mines.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tt was my intention
to return to the subject on the items. There
a1e many matters which can best be dealt
with on the items. In conclusion, I trost the
Government will at all times bear in mind
ti.at we are heavily indebted, that our ex-
penditure per hend of the population is far
and away greater than that of any other
Siate of the Commonwealth, and that we are
embarking on a huge expenditure, for which
rcasons the utmost ceonomy should be exer-
cised in the interests of the taxpayers of the
State.

Mr. PTICKERING (Sussex) [3.25]: I do
not intend to repeat what the Leader of the
Opposition has said regarding our indebted-
ness, hut there are one or two genersl re-
marke I have to offer regarding the trend of
our population to the East. It has been said
by the Leader of the Opposition that this is
due mainly to the better facilities offering
there for children to learm trades, or trades
other than those pertaining to agriculture. 1
venture to say there are many Tteasoms Wwhy
the East affords greater attractions than ave
te be found in the city of Perth. That cir
cumstance, T consider, has a great deal to do
with the castward trend. This State is mak-
ing a supreme effort to overcome the trend
of population from the country districts t¢
the cities. No other country, so far as T am
aware, has undertaken that effort to the
gssme degree as Western Australia; and for
that effort the (overnment do deserve com
mendation. The effart is one which shoulé
lead to this State overtaking by its owr
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production its requirements in the way of
foodstuffs. Further, it should go a long way
towards establishing the position of our
§econdary industries. Unless we are able to
inerease the population in our rural areas,
1t is not to be expected that our secondary
irdustries will progress as they should. From
ar inerease in the population of our rural
areas must come the necessary demand for
the products of our secondary industries.
Tast week T asked a question in this House
regarding the clectrification of owr railway
system. Y was unable to pet a reply of a
definite nature from the Minister for Rail-
ways. I got a reply which was of an insult-
ing nature, such a reply as I would expect
to receive from a Minister whose chief char-
acterigtic is the faculty of etasion. The ques-
tion whether the Government do or do nol
intend to eleetrify our suburban railway
system js of great importance We had a
special meeting of an educational nature at
a certain picture show, members being in-
vited by the Minister for Railways. Whilst
I am qguite prepared to concede that eduea-
tion in that direction may be of congiderable
advantage. I am rather inclined to think that
the meeting in question was intended to pre-
pare the way for an attempt by the Minister
for Railways to start the electrification of onr
railways without the authority of Parliament.

The Premier: We have not the money.

Mr. PICKERING: We had not the money
for the Como tramway cither, but that tram-
way was constructed. The reply of the Min-
ister for Railways to which I have already
referred included the following—

The unequalled suceess of the Como
tram line demonstrates the advantage of
displaying courage and resolution in deal-
ing with Government works that do not
appenl to the parochially minded.

The member for Roebourne (Mr. Teesdale)
finds some amusement in this, but he doces
not seem to appreciate the seriousness of the
Government’s action in flouting a promise
they had made to this House. I hope the Gov-
ernment are not going to adopi similar tae-
tics with regard to the electrifieation of our
suburban railways. It may be that con-
giderable advantage would result from the
inauguration of such a aystem, and it may
he that Parliament would be prepared to
grant the necessary aunthority; but the gues-
tion whether Iarge expenditure of that kind
is to be embarked upon must be cntirely
subservient to the will of this House. Con-
siderable incrcases to the tramway system
are forecasted in these Loan Estimates.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The item would not
provide for half a mile.

Mr. PICKERING: There is an amount
of £25,000.

Hon, W, C. Angwin:
has been bailt.

Mr. Clydesdale:
£40,000 odd.

The Premirr:
about four miles.

But the Como line
The amount available is

There is provision for
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Mr. PICKERING: The Loan Estimates
do not indicate in' -what direction ‘that
money is to be spent, and therefore it is
possible that some new sgystem may
started without the consent of this House.
The total to be expended under these Loan
Estimates is very large. Provision is made
for certain railways which, however, I be-
lieve are to be deleted in order to permit
of our proceeding with the development
scheme in the South-West, While a great
deal of the proposed expenditure will not
be recurring expenditure, we must not losc
sight of the fact that a comsiderable sum
will have to be expended on the Pemberton-
Nornalup rilway, Moreover, this State is
faced already with a very large expenditure
ou other railways to which both Houses have
not yet assented. Therefore it is not right
to infer from the fact that these smaller
lines are to be construeted, we are not going
to be faced with considerable loan expendi-
ture in the almost immediate future,

Hon. P. Collier: Ezapenditure on the Nor-
nalup line will he apread over five or six

YOAars.
Mr. PICKERING: Tt may be: we do
not know, I wns hoping that the Premier

would have said it was Ins intcntion to take
in hand without delay, the work of coistruet-
ing the Margaret River-Flinders Bay railway.
Beeause we are completing certain railways,
the comstruetion of which is already author-
iged, does not mean that the expenditure eon-
fronting us is not to be large.

Hon. P. Collicr: There is nothing to say
that it will be.

The Premier:
built in seetions

Mr. PICKERING: No one will contend
that that railway will be started with the
intention of earrying it vight throngh at
onee.

The Premier:
some day.

Mr. PICKERING: Raijlway econstruetion
in that part of the State will have to be
much more rapid than is contemplated. The
Premier should make some announcement
with regard to his attitude towards the elec-
trification of the suburban railway system,
so that the House may know definitely the
intention of the Government, and partien-
larty as to whether it iz proposed to earry
out the work without first consuiting Par-
liament.

Mr, ANGELO (Gascoyne) [3.35]: T wish
tn enter a word of protest against the faet
that although we are going to pass these
Estimates which will provide for the expen-
diture of over £4,000,000, it is intended to
spend only £72,000 of that amount in the
North-West, an area comprising something
like two-thirds of the whole State. The
North-West certainly requires development
from a defence point of view, mueh more so
in fact than the Sooth-Western part of the
State. Probably the Premier will tell us
that our turn will come next, and that an-
other loan will be raised for the purpose.

The Nornalep line will be

It will be carried through
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We have had promise after promise, but if
the Premier will tell ua that on the next Loan
Estimates provision will be made for the
adequate development of the North-West, and
that the subject generally will receive seri-
ors attention, T shall be satisfied for the
time being.

Hon. P. Collier: There is £50,000 on these
Estimates for the Aghburton jetty alone,
That is in your electorate, )

Mr. ANGELO: Unfortunately there is no
provision for expenditnre in mwy electorate.
The Ashburton jetty is in the Roebourne
electorate. All the same the Ashburton jetty
is a work that should have been carried out
15 years ago. Next to the Gascoyne, the
Ashburton ia undoubtedly the biggest sheep-
breeding district in the State, but it has
languished ycar after year because of the
ahgence of jetty accomuinodation. It is hard
to imagine that big stations have been com-
pelled to send their wool by dinghy to a
lighter, and then by the lighter to a steamer
anchored in the roads some three or four
wiles away. However, T am glad to see that
the work is to be undertaken. Other im-
provements in the North-West represent
ouly £4,000 and there are two other small
items classed as urgent minor works on which
tiere is to be an expenditure of £6,000. This
is all that is to be given to the North-West
where the people are producing wealth which
is being enjoyed by those in the South. Time
after time we hive asked for a return show-
ing the revenue and expenditure and the
wealth production of the North, but we have
never been able to get it.

Hon. P. Collier: Are there any important
development works for which no provision
has been madef?

Mr. ANGELO: Absolately. For instanee,
ilere iz that very important work, the railway
from Carnarvon to Killili. This has not even
been surveyed,

Hon. P. Collier:
way.

Mr. ANGELO: No. Tt is a railway which
I eonsider should be the first of a series of
spur lines from the eoast to the hinterland.
Hon. mewbers will know thnt Queensland was
developed by such spur lines as I am sug-
gesting, T trust the Government will before
very long seriously consider the question of
populating and developing the North-West.
T wish to say a few words in connection with
the Premicr's migration scheme, I am not
opposing it in any share or form; I think
the proposal is sound, but there is one addi-
tion to it which should be seriously con-
gidered, and while I put it ferward I do not
intend to voice my own opinion betause 1 do
not know as mueh about the subject as others
do. I wish to read an extract from an inter-
view with Sir Joha Taverner which was pub-
lished in this State a little time back.  Sir
John Taverner was for nine years Agent Gen-
eral for Victorin and before that was Minis-
ter for Agriculture in Vietoria. This is what
ha gaid—

That is not Miles’ rail-
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Personally, I am a great supportar of
Juvenile Immigration, and during my
term as Agent-General I sent out some
hundred batches of twelve boys between
the ages of 14 and 16 years who had left
school, These were placed throughout the
State with farmers who boarded them for
the first year in return for their labour,
and then at a wage commensurate with
their merits. I found in England while
thero that there was something like one
and a half million boys and girls leaving
school at 14 years of age and thrown, as it
were, upen the open labour market to be
bandled primarily by the County Councii
Education Department. After the various
manufactaring industries were catered for,
some thousands. of these boys were, from
the national point of view, allowed to drift.
Realising this, and coming in contact with
the right people, I induced the Bent Gov-
ernment to take batches of these boys, and
T am pleased to s¥y that there were very
fow failures, The great advantage of
getting hold of the boy at that age
is that you get the young fellow who
is going to grow on to the conditions that
obtain around him, and thus produce a
good class of agrieultural labourer, as well
as bringing up a good class of settler. My
experience has been that when you get
amaongst the older people they are rather
inclined to get homesick, The Euripides—
the boat I came out in from London last
Avgust—earried 400 immigrants back to
England on the homeward trip. These
were all dissatisfied and disgruntled. immi-
grant settlers. Nothing could do more
damnge to Australia than a repetition of
that. Therefore 1 think it essential to get
the young fellows out here on the land. 1
an sure if the distriets were canvassed you
eould get a very large proportion of the ~
faurmers who would be prepared to take a
hoy under these conditions. It worked well
in Vietoria and I am sure it would work
well in any of the farming communities
of Australin where iabour is searce,

Mr. Clydesinle: Wonld it not be better
to jut our own loys on firstf

Mr, ANGELCQ: T agree with the hon. mem-
ber if our own boys are willing to go on the
land. Unfortunately we find that very few
of them are willing to take up agricultural
pursiits. An utterance such as that which
I have quoted coming from a man with the
experience of Victoria which went through a
stage in its development, similar to that
which is ours terday, should receive earnest
congideration. Sir John Taverner is re-
cognised as one of the most capable poli-
ticians of the old school in Vietoriz. He
made good and his adviee should be well
worth having.

Mr. JOHNSTON (Williams-Narrogin)
[3.42]: Tt appears from the Loan Estimatea
that the Government at last propose to pro-
ceed with the construction of thoze railways
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which were authorised by Parliament in 1914
and 1915, They started one line a little while
back and as soon as they began the work
they took it into their heads to stop it.

The Premier: Which one was that?

Mr., JOHNSTON: The Narrogin-Dwarda
line. I regret to say that the Premier has
camouflaged that line in these Estimates,

The Premier: Have you been over ijt?

Mr., JOHNSTON: Yes. The Premicr, too,
has been over it and while there, saw and met
some of the best farmers in Western Aus-
tralia. MHowever, it is satisfactory to note
that the Government intend to make provicion
for the construction of those railways, for
which the people have been waiting for eight
years and apwards, The lines were author-
13ed by Parliament and people naturally ex-
pected the Government to proceed with the
work of construction, or <lse make way for a
Governmment, that would build them. That ex-
presses my attitude to this Gevernment, Par-
liament authoriced the construction of the line
from Dwarda to Narrogin, and the item as it
appears in the Loan Estimates is ‘‘Dwarda
Eastwards.’’ The railway that has been au-
thorised by Parliament is from Dwarda
South-eastward to Narrogin, and I do not
know why a Government, honestly desirous of
carrying out the wishes of Parliament should
camouflage the work as has been done in this
instance.

The Premier: It is the same line,

My, JOHNSTON: That is satisfactory to
me, and the interjection will stop my con-
tinuving further remarks T intended to make
on the subject. I thonk the Premier for that
assurance, but on turning to the details whieh
are contained on page 7 of the Estimates,
which show how the money is to be spent, wo
find ‘‘ Assembling material, provision for sid-
ing and depdt at Dwarda, ele,’’ That seems
to be a very necessary and essentizl provision,
because the Government have a State timber
mill a few miles from Dwarda, which is turn-
ing out first clasa steepers, and it seems to me
that the Government could now make arrange-
ments to establish a depdt with the view of
continuing the line to Narrogin. Throughout
the South-West there is a desire that this
further communication with the Great South-
ern should be established. Mr. Shork, former
Commizioner for Railways, held very strong
views on this subject ond showed it to be
undesirable to build a railway, 60 miles from
Pinjarra to Dwarda as a spur line, when it
was possible to extend it to Narrogin as a
through line. Tt will be of advantage to the
people of the South-Weat, as well as to those
in the Great Southern if the railway is ex-
tended the short distance from Dwarda to
Narrogin. I am pleased to see on the Esti-
mates this item of £10,000 for the provision,
bhefore the 30th June next, of sidings and a
depot and the assembling of material at
Dwarda.

Hon. P. Collier: The passing of the item
will not aetuvally compel the Government to
spend it.

Mr. JOHNSTON: That is so. I regret
that the item is not £100,000 instead of
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£10,000. If the larger amount had been pro-
vided, the Government could have fulfilled
the promise of Cabinet, made during the ab-
gsence of the I'remier in England, namely,
that the railway would be completed in time
to carry this year’s harvest, in about August.
next. That was the solemn decision of Cab-
inet, but as soon as the Premier returned the
construction of the railway waa retarded anl
eventuzlly stopped I am pleased with the
assurance of the Premier that this item re-
feors to the railway which has been authorised
by Parliament from Dwarda to Narrogin, and
T can only urge the Govermment to get on
with its construetion iimediately and, in the
words of the Premier, either get on or get
out.

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle} [3.47]: To onc who scrutinises
them closely, the Estimates are nothing short
of amazing. We find in one place £45000
for roads, and in another a large sum for
roads and drains. Tt is impossible to tell by
these Estimates what is to be spent on roads
and what om drains.

The Premier: They are in the form which
you left when you went out of office.

Hon, W. €. ANGWIX: That may be so.
The form is here, but not the information
which we wused to givee We find here
£45,000 for roads, some of which is to be
disbursed as grants .to local autherites, n
charge which used to be sghown under the
Revenne Estimates. The Premier has pro-
vided these Estimates in this form in order
to reduce his revenue expenditure without
the real posgition bheing <isclosed to the
people.

The Premier: That is not se.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There is here pro-
vided a sum of £267,000 to be used at the
whim of a body which has no statutory
anthority.

The Premier: That is wrong.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: It is not wrong.
If members will refer to pages 26 and 27
of the Estimates, they will find that the cs-
timated expenditure for the year ending
30th June next is £267,944. Then we get
this explanation: ‘‘Progress expected to he
made during the year. TFinal payment to
W.A. Meat Export Company, Litd., alse any
asgistance recommended by the board of the
Council of Industrial Development from
time to time.’’ That is printed in the Es-
timates, notwithstanding which the Premier
says I am wrong. If the information given
here be wrong, then other information in the
Estimates also may be wrong. Almost as
much money is to be given to this company
to play with as is provided for expendituro
in the metropolitan area. Out of Loan Es-
timates of over four millions, the Premier
can raise only £322,000 for the metropolitan
area.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Where are the W.A. Meat
Export Company’s works?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It does mot mat-
ter at all, Those works were not built for
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the metropolitan -aréa. ' For years have the
people of the metropolitan area been crying
out for a water supply, yet in these Esti-
mates the Premier can raise only £75,000
for the purpose. The Metropolitan Water
Supply is a self-supporting enterprise for
which the people in the metropolitan area
pay. Interest, ginking fund, and mainten-
ance are all provided, but not by the general
taxpayer.  The member for Sussex (Mr. Pick-
ering) is alarmed at the suggestion of any
cxpenditure on tramway extension. AN that
the Premier e¢an find for that purpose is
£91.575, of which, probably, some £40,000
has been expended already.

The Premier: No, only £30,000.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The sem is ve-
dueed every time the Premier refers to it.
On the last oceasion he said it was £36,000.
A large proportion of the amount provided
on the KEstimates has been expended, not
only on tramway extensions, but on rolling
stock. Last year £69,000 was provided. The
cars cost £4,000 apiece, and 20 of them wero
built, s0 hon. members will realise how much
is likely to be left of this amount for tram-
way extensions to take people to their homes.
Right through the Estimates we find the
metropolitan area neglected. It is time we
had a Government which would treat the
whole of the State cquitably. The present
Govermment are not giving the metropolitan
area a fair deal.

Mr. Latham:
i§ growing,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIIN: I know that.
We sce on the Estimates a sum for gold-
fields water supply extension. What does it
mean? Nothing but new mains in agrieul-
tural distriets. The amount set down for
group scttlement and soldier secttlement is
amall ‘as compared with these other amounts,
The Government will not give fair play to
the metropolitan area, beeause they are un-
der the control of the Country Party.

The Premier: It would be just as true
to say that you are under the eontrol of the
red-raggers.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: T would rather
be under their eontrol than under the con-
trol of ‘the Country Party; Lecavse the red-
raggers will allow a man to earry on, so
long as he is progressing, whereas the Gov-
ermment, under the control of the Country
Party, ean go ouly so far as they are al-
lowed to go. These Estimates are all against
the interests of the people of the metropoli-
tan area. It is because the Government are
afraid to treat equitably all sectioms of the
community.

The Premier: There is wnot one correet
word in that statement.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN:
he given to all. R

The Minister for Agriculture:
change the executive?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Which exceutive?
We know the instructions that were given to
the hon. member on the 5th January. He
cannot do what ae likes, but has to do what
he is told.

Notwithstanding which, it

Fair play should
Why not
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Hon. P. Coltier: They have expelled
Hedges, and the Minister for Agriculture
is to be the mext,

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: The country re-
quires development, but development on safe
Yines.

The Premier: That was said by Nogh
when he stepped out of the ark,

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: He waited till
the dove went out and brought back the
olive branch to show that things were safe.
The Premier requires to make sure that he
is safe.

Hon. P, Collier: Those fellows will push
him out of the ark directly.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Government
provide only £33,000 for the development of
the golidfields, the goldfields ‘that made this
State,

The Premier:  You never had so much
for them on your Estimates,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We spent more
than that for we renlised that the State de-
pended on the goldfields. To-day even big
mining men are aware that the industry ean-
not rely on the Government for assistance,
hecause the Government are wrapped up in
agriculture, Tf hon. members will tcrutinise
these items on the closing pages, they will
be amazed. We get drainage and roads and
surveys mentioned in several places. Instead
of Leing kept apart so as to show what is
intended, they are lumped together so as to
hide the fact that everything else is being
sacrificed to agriculture.

The Premier: We provide over two mil-
lions for the development of apgriculture.

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: Included in that
cmount is £268,000 for the Council of In-
dustrial Development.

Tte Premier: No, that is wrong.

Heon. P. Collier: They will not get a penny
of it, anyhow,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The total amount
provided for the development of agiiculture
is £21314,0835.

The Premier:
gettlers.

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: No, for the de-
velopment of agriculture, items 52 to 65. [
am afraid we are banking too much on the
ene industry. TFour millions is the largest
amoint cver introduced in KEstimates since
1 have been in the House.

The Premier: You have a short memory.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Nothing of the
sort. When we brought down Egtimates of
three millions, we were told we were apend-
ing too much, were running the State iuto
bankruptey. As soon as the Premier tank
office, to prove his words he reduced the loan
expenditure to approximately £1,675,000.
XNow it is up to four millions. Times out of
nmnber has the Minister for Edueation de-
clared that this State could not afford to
spend more than one million per annum from
lean money. To-day our indebtedpess totals
over 54 millions. What 1 am chiefly troubling
about is that so large a sum as four millicns
will not be expended wisely.

And for assistance to
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The Premier: Only the otber day you were
on a deputation asking for the expenditure
of a larpe sum of money.

Hon. W. C, ANWIN: No, we ashked that
You should make inquiries as to the possible
development of ecertain land, to see if it
would be a payable proposition. Tt was ouly
a request for investigation, If the area was
found to be suitable we thought the work
shonld be carried out. We did not ask for
a shilling.

The Premier: You said, ‘‘If you do not
settle the ecountry hetween Fremantle and
Buonbury. out you go.’!

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I would have put
the Premier ont if I eould have done so be-
fore 1 ¢ made a start; not that I have much
against him, but I have great objection to
the system of government in force.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The crowd he is mixed
up with.

Hon. P. Collier: The bad company he is

keeping.
The Premier interjected.
Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: If the Premier

were associated with the Trades Hall, he
would be in far happier eompany than he is
in to-day. He would not be dictated to as
he ias at present.

Mr. Picrering: He has been closely allied
with you for a long time.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I notice another
very large amount, £38,773, for a &chool at
Narrogin, additions to the Busselton butter
factory, and a2 few minor works. When I was
al Busselton the other day, I was told that
the factory was already over-capitalised.

(Mr. Angelo took the Chair.)

Hon, M. F. Troy: Which it is.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yet further ex-
renditure is now proposed. Is it any wonder
that the member for Sussex (Mr. Pickering)
supports the Estimates as they stand? The
member’ for Sussex merely wanted an assur-
ance that the Government did not intend to
start the electrification of the railways or
extend the tramway to the Mends-street jetty
and, given that, he was quite eatisfied with
the Estimates. ‘‘Give me that assurance
and you can go ahead.’’ No wonder he was
satisfied!

Mr. Pickering: That item is mostly for
the Narrogin State Farm.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: No; it is for a
schoo] at Narrogin and the Busselton butter
factory. The member for South Fremantle
(Mr. MeCallum) the other night mentioned
the condition of the school at White Gum
Valley, South Fremantle. I have never been
in a school in Western Australia which was
ir such a disgraceful condition, and yet we
find £38,000 for a school at Narrogin.

The Premier: Nothing of the sort.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: It is in the Esti-
mates. .

The Premier: That is the balance of an
old vote.

Hon. W, C. GWIN: If it is the balance
of an old vote, the Premier should have seen

" elsewhere,
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that the particulars were given in that por-
tion of the Estimates referring to the pro-
gress of works, Ttems 55 to 57 provide
£87,100 as the estimated expenditure for ad-
ditions to the Narrogin School of Agricul-
ture, additions to the Busselton butter fac-
tory and minor works as may be authorised.
Ir. mentioning £38,773, I was giving the un-
expended balance of authorisations on the
30th June. I find I made an error, as the
estimated expenditure s £87,100. Notwith-
slanding the large number of people in the
metropolitan area who need means of com-
municiation, only £90,000 is provided for
tramways, This is the way we in the metro-
politan area are treated by the present Gov-
ernment. I hope the time is not far dis-
tant when the party known as the metropoli-
tan party will come together and sce that
they get fair play for the metropolitan area.

Mr. Clvdesdale: Hear, hear! The time has
arrived for that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We shall not get
fair play until we do amalgamate for the
express purpose of seeing that justice is dome
to our electors,

Mr. WILLOOCK (CGeraldton) [4.5]: T had
intended to refer to immigration, but the
Lrader of the Opnosition has dealt with that.
What T am concernrd ahout, and the same
applies to a majority of the people in this
State, is whether the best is being done with
our lean expenditure. Almost everyone is
asking this question to-day.

The Premier: 1 assure you that if we
spent five willions to-morrow there would be
some peanle dissatisfied.

Mr. WILLCOCK:; The Government ean be
assured of eriticism whenever the expenditure
of money is involved, and eriticism is the
best way of arriving at sound conclusions.

The Premier; There'is money for the Ger-
aldton water scheme.

Mr. WIT.LCOCK : That is quite an annual
matter. T have been rnable to find anyone
who could assure me that the money being
cxpended in the South-West will produce bet-
ter resnlts than if it were speant in other
portions of the State. I have spoken to
hundreds of people vho have spent years in
the South-Western part of the State, and
they say that undoubtedly the expenditure
of money there will be renaid eventually.
Unfortunately, their remarks are nalways
qualified by the word ‘‘eventually’’; no one
expegts a return in the immediate future.

The Premier: You must cast your bread
upon the waters.

Mr. WILLCOCK: But with a deficit
of six millions, we cannot afford to
cast many crumbs upon the water. Some
of them have 2 habit of floating away
to the ocean and being carried by currents
and wé¢ get no permaneat
return from them. From my knowledge
of the State, we rould get better and
quicker returns for the money elsewhere. It
iz of no us~ spending millions of money in
a portion of the State which will not give



2586

a return for 10 or 15 years. We want quick
returns, so that we can go on spending the
money over and over again,

The Premier: How long, O Lord, how
long! You have said that every year simce
you entered the House.

Mr. WILLCOCK: 1t seems necessary to
reiterate it, I recently visited the Bruce
Rock distriet and the progress there i3 as-
tounding. -I have not heard anyone express
the opinion that the South-West will give as
gpeedy returns as the wheat lands give.

The Premier: We are eclearing as much
land as we ean.

Mr. WILLCOCK: There are many people
who are not aware that they can get loans
for agricultural development.

The Premier: But we have advertized it.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Quite so, but it was not
generally known. We would get a quicker
return for our money if we purchased the
Midland railway and lands. This guestion
has been discussed this session and sowe in-
formation las Dbeen nbtained regarding the
proposal. If some of this money were ex-
pended oo the purchase of that railway and
the 500,000 ucres of first-class land in the
Midland concession, we would gef a consider-
ahly better return during the wnext five years.
This will be the difficult period confronting
n: as regnrds finance; we must stop the
deficit in that time or the deficit will stop
us, Tn the Midland area is land equal to
the best in the State for wheat, sheep and
ealtle growing, I understand that the eon-
eession eould be obtained for cousiderabiy
less than was askeil a few years ago, and as
vailway and rolling stoek materiul is ever so
much dearer now than it was then, we wounld
he getting a better bargain. Judging by
the prominence given to the Sonth-West dur-
ing the last 12 or 18 months, a visitor would
he inelined to think that we had no other
land vorth developing.

Mr. Pickering: The South™West has heen
neglected,

Mr, WILLCOCK: Rit prominence
heen given to the South-West only,

Mr. Pickering: And deservedly so.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Tt deserves prominence,
1ut the Government should take a broad and
atatesman-like view of the whole State. They
should not concentrate the expenditure in one
portion of the State. The Government should
deal with the State as a whele, instead of
keeping one eye on the South-West and clos-
ing the other eye altogether.

has

Mr. J. H. Smith: The South-West, has
heen greatly neglected in the past.
Mr. WILLCOCK: Yes, because the ex-

pense of developing that magnificent land
has heen so great amnd past Governments
have not been brave enough to undertake the
work. Everyone fought shy of it, because
of the expense, and because there was no
preospeet of an immediate retura.

The Premier: Now you are taking a very
broad outlook,

Mr. WILLCOCK: T admit that we have
magnificent iand in the South-West, and the
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rezson why it has not been developed ere
this is on account of the cost. Are we in
any better position to undertake this devel-
opment to-day than we were a few years
ago? However, that does not concern m:
so much as the fact that development work
is being concentrated in one cormer of the
State. I want to see more money expended
in the wheat areas. There are 500,000 acres
of good land in the Midland area which

-could be developed by the Government if the

railway concession were purchased.

Mr, Pickering: We cannot get the security,

Mr. WELLCOCK: We counld if the Govern-
ment controlled the land. ‘

Mr. Pickering: Buy the land?

Mr. WILLCOCK: Buy the whale business.
It can easily be financed.

Mr. Pickering: At a price.

Mr. WILLCOCK: At a price that should
give a splendid return to the State, and that
would be less than the aetual value of the
proposition.

The Minister for Agriculture: I wish you
meant it.

Mr, WILLCOCK: T know it to be a fact.

The Minister for Apgrienlture: We would
want to buy it for what it is worth, not at
the price at which it is valued.

Mr. WILLCOCK: People who understand
values have placed a valuation upon it, and
we know that it can he purehased at less
than that vulre. The company has a million
pounds out and is getting little or no return
from it. The propesition will never be of
any valee to the people who own it, because
it. cannot be developed as it wculd be de-
veloped if the State owned it.

My, Pickering: What is the average vale
of the land per acre?

Mr. WILLCOCK: It is first class land.
The Labour Government could have pur-
chased the whole thing for £1,400,000. A
considerable amount of land has since then
been alienated, Land values and rolling
stock values have also increased. I under-
stand the railway eould new be purchased at
considerably less than that figure, which was
supposed to have been sueh a good oppor-
tunity for Western Australia. Everyone who
discusses Mill].'m% railway matters agrees it
was a pity the offer was not acecepted at the
time,

Hon. M. F. Troy: There were many op-
ponents to it in those days.

Mr, WILLCOCK: I hope we shall get more
information upon this- subject before the
session closes, The Premier, speaking in re-
gard to the money used for development pur-
poses, said it was the cheapest money Western
Australin ever had. The interest cannot ho
much less than six per cent. Tf we get it
for six per cent. and the loan ia for 30 years,
I do not see where the cheapness comes in,
Two-thirds of the interest payments will be
met by people outside the State during the
first five years.

The Premier: The money will certainly be
owing for 30 years. .
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Mr, WILLCOCK: If we take off two-thirds
of the interest for five years it leaves o rate
of interest at 51 per cent. to be paid by the
State during the whole period of the loan,

The Minister for Mines: Portion of that
will be interest elarges levied againgt the
Commonwealth, That will cheapen the loan
to us,

My, WILLCOCK: These are the facts of
the position, and it does not therelore apjear
to be cheap money., What o the Government
jntemd to do with the fieraldton harhour!?
During the past six months we ave had any-
thing hut frankness from them; noihing but
vvagions,  In 19200 0 swin of £20,000 was svt
down in the Loan Estimates for these works,
but only £1,200 gpent.  In the following year
£4,000 was set aside, hut only £1,050 was
spent,  This  year £10,000 appears on the
Estimattes. s this dene for the purpose of
deluding people into helieving that the Gov-
ainment intend to do something, or will the
practice of former years he followed and
nothing be done?  The wmoney was spent last
year in locating a quarry for stone with which
to build a breakwater, The quarry was
loeated and the stone found to be svitable
al spflicient in quantity for the work., On
the Estimates thix yvear we find this item-—
CCommencement of harl our works:  futher
work in locating guarry for stone,’’  Num-
erons yuestions have been asked as to when
the work will be proceeded with, The muni-
cipality has a lease of the quarry, for the
stone is required for road making purpuses
if the Government do not intend to make use
of it. A report has been made, but seven
months have elapsed and stil nothing has
been done. Questions have been asked in the
Legiglative Couneil, and the answer has been
that a definite statement will shortly be
made. It should not be necessary to justify
the expenditure of public money on the Ger-
aklton harkour. There are four ports in the
South-West. Each of these should be able
to export sufficient produce to justify its
cstablishment.  Every QGovernment for the
last 20 years said that money should bhe
spent on the Geraldton harbour. No one has
said the business of the port does not warrant
the development of that part of the State.
Al have agreed as to the necessity for de-
veloping our outports. If there is one thing
that bas been stressed in regard to develop-
ment and against centralisation, it is that we
should have outports at which the trade of
the State could be done.” Whenever cen-
tralisation is spoken of, in the same breath
the development of our ports is referred to.

Mr. Money: Every time!

Mr. WILLCOCK: That is so. If a cer-
tain area of country requires to be devel-
oped, it is recognised that its trade must go
through the port that was by nature intended
to be its outlet. QGeraldton should he, but
unfortunately it is not, the outport for a
distriet in which there are over two million
sheep. The gold mining industry only re-
quires the natural faeilities of the port to
enable it to expand.
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Mr. Teesdale: And lead mining.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Yes.

The Premier: There is also gold in the sea.

Mr. WILLCOCK: 1f it ean be pot at.
We also have butter factories in the district.
People have shown their faith in it by subserib-
ing £55,000 for freezing works. These will be
necessary during the next year or s0. Owing
to the condition of the meat market, it is &
good thing this capital expenditure was not
made. Throughout the sworld the frozen
meat trade has been gravely handicapped
during recent years, Five months ago there
were only two meat works operating in Aus-
tralin, with the exception of the Wyndham
Freezing Works, The people of Geraldton
have subseribed the money, and as soon as
opportunity offers the freezing works will
be commenced. They will mean a great deal
in the development of the district. When
freezing works are established the eapital
value of the land, the stock from which is
serving those works, almost immediately ap-
preeintes to the cxtent of not less than £1
an aere.

Mr. Teesdnle:
Wyndhan.

Mr. WILLCOCK, Surely the hon. membor
wil admit that the Wyndham works hgve
inereased the value of the land there.

Mr. Teesdale: Look at the prices of eattle
to-day.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Tf the hon. niember
wanted to buy a cattle station in the North-
West he would find the price much higher
since the works were established than it was
before. Whercver freezing works have been
established on sound and economical lines,
the result has been an appreeiation in land
values and a henefit to the finances of the
State concerned. In regard to the Geraldton
port, which is the natural outlet for this elass
of {rade, we have not anything there worthy
of the name of a harbour. There is only 20
feet of water there, and it rannot take a
decent size ship.

Mr. Teesdale: TIs it not 26 feet?

Mr. WILLCOCK: If we had 26 feet we
would not bother. The vessels that come in
there are compelled to go away half loaded,
and to complete the loading at Fremantle.
Everyone knows the additional expensc that
that involves, and naturally it all comes out
of the poekets of the people. If we get so
much less from the aegregate result, people
of the State eollectively até so much the
poorer. Only 18 months age a sandalwood
boat came to Geraldton but eonld not load for
four or five days. When a similar charter
in the futvre is sought for Geraldton, the
freight will naturally be higher. The obvicus
result of that will be that the sandalwood
trade which belongs to Geraldton will be
diverted to Fremantle. That is a position
which should net exist at the natural port of
a very important distriect. A little while ago
the “‘Charon’’ esame in to take 540 bales of
wool, and the ‘‘Bambra’’ came in on the
same day to take hetween 300 and 400 tons
of cargo. The vessels, however, were unable to

[ wish ihat was so at
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load fully. They broke the springs and the
eost to the '*Bambra’? was between £300 and
£400,

Mr, A, Thomaon: There must he sgmething
wrong with the port.

Mr. WILLCOCK: That is what I am
pointing out. On another oceasion the
““Bambra’’ came in to take 28 fons of cargo
and she took only three tons of that lot
because of the rough weather and the absence
of protection. A port cannot be expected to
stand uwp to that sort of thing and maintain
ita reputation, The companies will be bound
to dodge tlhre port of Geraldton and the trade
will disappear. It is not fair that such a
positien should be permitted to exist. On one
trip the ‘*Bambra’’ had 44 tons of cargo to
discharge at Geraldton but she was compelled
to take it to Fremantle, and the extra charges
were heaped on to the people to whom the
goods were consigned. The Commonwealth
ateamers have agreed to ecall ut Geraldton if
we can guarantee them 500 tons of cargo,
and if they cannot take it on the way home
owing to being heavily laden, they will take
it on the ovtward journey. But if the¥ are
to have the expericnce of the **Bambra’’ and
the ‘“Charon,’’ one such will be sufficient to
drive the trade away. Geraldton has a
natural advantage in that it is over 200 miles
from Fremantle, but we find that the trade
which should belong to it is heing slowly
strangled until eventually it will disappear
altogether. There will be a port, but there
will be no business. But for the shipping of
wheat, we would have found our trade almost
pegligible. The pogition is of sufficient im-
portance to justify the Government getting
on with the job. I do not say ‘‘Get on, or
get out;’’ there is no alternative with me;
I s~y ‘“Get on with the work,’”

The Premier: The water snpply is about
eompleted.

Mr, WILLCOCK: The pipes used in con-
nection with the water supply have not been
altogether suceessful inasmuch as the joints
have nct bcen satisfactory. T have teason to
believe, however, that during the appreaching
winter, or within a few months, the difficulty
will be avercome. I do not kno“ though,
what the finaneial arrangements will be in
conuecticn with the water snpply. Tt shonld
not ba neeessarv for me to bring up these
matters in the House hecanse cvery Minisier
who poes to Geraldton, cx who passes through
Ger~ldton. and even every member of Par-
liament, is informed of the necessity for
harbour acecommodation. Fvery Minister is
approached by way of deputation. As a
matter of faet, a deputation on this subject is
looked wpon as the impnrtant function when-
ever a Minister visits Geraldton.

Mr. Teesdale: And the second subject is
the water supply.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The water dlfﬂcul‘v.
think, has been suceessfully overcome.

Mr, Teesdale: After 30 years!

Mr. WILLCOCK : So far as the public ean
j=we, there seems to be no desire on the part
of the Government to proceed with the pro-

[ASSEMBLY.)

virioa of harbour accommodation. There is
w0 sincerity about the Government poliey in
this regard. I rcpeat, because the Premier
does mot appear to be listening, that the
Government are ot sincere in this respeet, 1
ask the Government to prove that they are
sincere.

The
tions.

Mr, WILLCOCK: There is encugh data to
enable the Govermuent to go on with the work
and the cost of collecting that data would
have been suflivient to carry out half the
aetual work. There is abundant evidenee that
the work is urgently neceasary, and in fact
the faeilities which have been provided will
deteriornte untess foether work is carried out.
T do wot think Geraldton has been treatel
fairly and it is up to the Premier to make a
commencement with this undertaking. Every-
body knows that the work iy necessary, hut
they also require to know when it is to be
done. 1 proceed to Geralidton almost every
week, and as soon as [ get there somebody
bnttanheles me and asks, ‘' What about -the
harbour??’?

Mr. Money interjeeted.

Mr, WILLCOCK: At any rate, out of the
£40,000 allocated to Bunbury there has been
spent £23,000, In regard to CGeraldton, if
somebody woulit only say that the work was
not necessary, steps eould he taken immedi-
ately to demonstrate that the werk was neces-
gary and should be carried out without delay.
I can only concinde that the attitude of the
Government is to delude the people into be-
licving that the sum of money appearing on
the Estimates is to be-spent. That has been
vur expericnce in the past, and [ do not think
it is fair for any Govermment administering
the affairs of the State to follow such a eourse.

The Premier: Strike it off altogether, then.

Mr. WILLCOCK: That would be a more
straichtforward conrse to adopt, because the
people have no proof of the sincerity of the
Government when an amount like this is put
on the Estimater. How are we to know that
the money is going to be spent? T hope the
Premier, when he replies, will make a definite
announcement on the subjeet,

The Premier: If the tonmage is there, you
will get the accommodation,

Mr. WILLCOCK: TUp to now, the harbour
has been destroyed through lack of faeilities.
It is easy to strangle a port, but nobody
should want to do that. Everyone should have
the interests of the State at heart, make up
his mind as to the policy to be adopted, then
tell the people what was to be done, and then
get on with the job.

I'remicr:  We are moking investiga-

Mr. \IO\‘EY (Bunbury) ([4.45]: TEvery
endeavour is being made to gather in taxa-
tion, more taxation and yet more taxation.
The limit undoubtedly will soon be reached.
We are beavily taxed through the Customs.
We have Federal and State income taxation,
Federal and State land tax, municipal rates
and other taxes for drainage, ete. If we can
look after those who have te pay and repay
thece loans, we shall be working in the in-
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terests of the State. lnstead of reaching out
too far in an unofinished way and ecreating
more problems, it would be better to more
thoroughly develop the land near our markets
and already served by railways. We bave the
development of the Peel estate; T am in-
formed that this will be payable and will re-
turn quickly the expenditure incurred. The
indebtedness per head of the population i=
about £137 and these loan proposals will add
another £11 per head of population. We in
Western Australia have a record in two par-
ticulars—we have the greatest mileage of
railway and the biggest debt per head of
population.

Hon. P, Collier: Our capital expenditure
on railways alone per head of populalion is
much higher than that of any State except
Qucensland.

Mr. MONEY: And probably many miles
of our railways were constrneted more cheaply
than those of other States.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Unioubtedly.

Mr. MONEY: The mentber for Geraldton
{Mr, Willeock) has urged the neeessity for
providing facilities so that producers can ship
from the nearest port, but the Government,
heyend acknowledging the justiee of the pro-
position and giving pledges from “time to
time, have achieved very little in this respect
XNo port in Western Australia, save Fremantle,
is fit to discharge the work associated with im-
porting and exporting goods. The railwuys
ure being used to haul produce 300 or 400
miles to the port of Fremantle, instead of
taking it to the nearest port. Tf the producers
are to create wealth, they must he given faeili-
ties at the nearest ports. The handieap of
haulage over long distances to the central
part is killing industry. The handicap of
12,000 miles to reach the chief markets of
the world is quite sufficient, in faet almost
too much, to enable us to compete with other
producers in other parts of the world. We
have rerenfly experienced a gint us regards
meant. When T realise the abvances that the
Argentine has made and the perfection to
which stock is there bred for the markets of
the world, it makes me almost despair of our
ability to compete with that country in the
world’s markets.

The Premier:
oura.

Mr, Teesdale: Are you not aware of the
commendation given to the Wyndham Jeat
Works for their product?

Mr, MONEY: But the herds in the Argen-
tine have been brought up to the requirements
of the market. We have not reached the same
standard, but I hope the facilities afforded
stock breeders in the way of providing stud
stock and the encouragement given by the
Depnrtment of Agriculture, may enahle us te
work up to that piteh of excellence. In the
meantime every possible assistance is given to
encourage development and every handicap
pessible to be removed is removed. T cannot
allow this occasion to pass without instancing
the producers of wealth in the Bridgetown
area aund referring to the handieaps under
which they are labouring. Last year many

Their stack 15 no better than
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members inspeeted the orchards in that dis-
trict and expressed delight and wonder at
their excellence. Yet despite the bright pros-
pects, the results of last season’s exporta-
tions were disnstrous. Realising what an asset
we have in the orchards in the Nelson district,
the time should be past for discussing the
question of giving the people their natural
port rights. The old evils still continue. The
Premicr was in Buabury some two months
gince, and admitted the necessity for provid-
ing these facilities. He went so far as to
say that if we were going to develop the
South-West, we must at the same time de-
velap our ports, It is useless to develop the
country without providing the natural port
facilities. I hope the Government will make
rome declaration as to what is to be done.
If the money spent on the port of Bunbury
had heen properly spent, it wounld have
provided ample facilities for the next
3} vears. We are confronted with many diffi-
culties, but no real effort seems to be made
te overcome them. The member for North-
East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin) o¢n a
previous oceasion when referring to the Bun-
bnry harbour works, said, *‘You will soon
e silted up.’? Our trouble has been largely
due to the silting, and there has been no one
to insist that the®works be constructed out-
side the silt area. The latest expenditure of
£100,000 has been expended on works in the
silt area.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: That is what you told
me when I was there.

Mr. MONEY: And this work was done
after the difficulty had been pointed out both
orally and by written communications. There
was no excuse for that huge blunder. That
money has gone, and it means endless trouble
for the future.

Mr. A, Thomson: You mean that we have
not got value for the money.

Mr, MONEY: There is no doubt we have
uot pot val-e for it.

Mr. A, Thamson: Whe ia responsible for
that?

Hon. I". Collier: The professional men, of
course.

Mr. MONEY: Withont dealing with indi-
vidnal or departtental responsibilities, we
have not received valne for that money. If
we had received value for it, we would have
had facilities sufficient for the mext 50 yearu.
I amn satisfiell there are no engineering diffi-
culties to prevent the construction of a first-
clnss port at Bunbury.

The Premicr: You have said that before.

AMr. MONEY: Aund T shall repeat it a
Tundred times if nothing is dome. It is
tedious to have to reiterate.

Mr. A. Thomson: And it is a tedious waste
of money.

Mr. MONEY: No one knows better than
the Premicr that what we require at Bunbury
could be provided withont ineurring undue
expenditure. 1t is time we knew whether
the Government intend to treat this matter
seriously. .

The Premier: I cannot do it in a few days.
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sre. MONEY: Frequent reference has been
made to it since 1911, Tn that vear cvery
party promised proper harbour facilities for
Buonbury, and what has been done? There
are faeilitics fur the export of timber, but
urfortunately t!ere is a slump in the timber
trade, [ am speakiug on belalf of the tax-
r-ayers, the peopde who have to provide the
money to repay these loans. They are the
reople who showld be considered. Tn view
of the rate at which our indebtedness has
been piling up, we must call a halt. We must
not ereate too many troubles to be dealt with
in the foture, Surely there is something
wrong with our small population of 340,000
when the individual indebtedness rises year
by year and the individual ability to pay does
rot increase, or even gseems to decrease. The
remedy is to have in future not huge illus-
trative schemes, but counsideration for the
1'eople who are already settled on our lands.

Mr, HICEMOTT (Pingelly) [53]: 1
agree with the Leader of the Opposition,
whose speech was one of which every mem-
ber shonld take notice. TFver since I have
Ieen a member of this House, T have heard
that our interest bill is a cause of great
anxiety. Since the Labour Govermment went
out of office, our indebtedness has inereased
hy about 34 millions, irregpective of sinking
fund. We heard a great deal about the bor-
rowing and spending of the Labour Govern-
ment, but the process has become worse gince
they went out of office. The four millions
involved in these Loan Estimates rtepre-
sent a huge expenditure, and every ieason-
able inquiry should be made before the
money is disbursed. A railway representing
a very considerable sum has already been
anthorised here, but has not yet been passed
hy another place.

Mr. A, Thomson: There is only £10,000
for that railway on these Loan Estimates.

Mr. HICEMOTT: Objection may be
taken to the passing of that Railway Bill in
another place. The member for Williams-
Narrogin (Mr. Johnston) referred to the
action of the Premier in stopping the con-
struction of the Dwarda-Narrogin railway.
That railway was autborised, and as I think,
unfortunately authorised, by the Labour Gov-
ernment. It was authorised without due in-
quiry. Only one speech was made on the
second reading*here, and there was only ome
speech on the Bill in another place, and this
latter speech was not very much in favour of
the expenditure, There is no means of ob-
taining traffic for the Dwarda-Narrogin line
except it be taken from the Great Southern

railway. The line would be a white
elephant.

Mr, Johnston: You have mever seen the
route.

Mr, HICKMOTT: I know all about the
route,

Mr. Johnston: You know you have never
geen it.

Mr. HICKMOTT:
was ever authorised;

It is a pity the line
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Mr. Johnston: It is a pity you stand for
repudiation. .

Mr., HICKMOTT: There should be the
fullest inquiry Dbefore the consirunetion of
that line is proceeded with. FEvery possible
raution i3 nceessary, seeing that our interest
bill now absorbs the greater part of our
tevenue. | osay nothing about stopping the
Tarnadup-Denmark railway, which is for the
development of the South-West. A great deal
of that railway wiil run through excelent
country, thongh the eountry will take longer
to become reproductive than land in the
wheat belt, for instanee. I was somewhat
surprised  at the remarks of the deputy
Leader of the Opposition in eriticism of fhe
Conntry Party. He raid the Government
had sold themselves hody and soul to the
Country Party. In my opinion, no Opposi-
tion have cver had a fairer deal from a Gov-
ermnent than the present Opposition have
had from the present Government. More-
over, the Country Party have always sup-
ported anything in the interests of the eoun-
try and tending towards its development.
For example, the Esperance Northwards rail-
way was whelehenrtedly supported by this
party. It is unfortunate that that line was
not built 20 years ago. Had that been done,
the railway would now be a paying proposi-
tion. Never having visited the Esperance
district, T do not persomally know whether
the land & all that it is said to be. But
from what T have heard from men who have
visited the distriet, it has large tracts of
good laud, more particularly along the route
of the railway. Had the line becn constructed
20 years ago, prebably many of the men who
sacrificed their lives by working underground
in the mines, would now be living, I con-
sider that we should help the goldfields to a
cheaper water supply, Men whoe know the
subject tell ua that if the priece of water
was rteduced on the goldfields, many low-
grade mines now eclosed down could be
worked. That would mean consgiderable em-
ployment, and would be a good thing for the
State generally. Probably it would also lead
to the development of new fields. Much has
heen said regarding the expenditure of Gov-
crnmnent money in the metropolitan area. 1
have fai@ here previously that I am prepared
to see the people of the metropolitan area
get the convemiences which are necessary to
them. Personally T do not grudge them any-
thing that is necessary to their well-being.
According to the Deputy Leader of the Op-
position, large sums of money have been
spent through the influence of any particular
Party. We cannot grumble at money heing.
spent through the influence of any particular
party, seeing that the expenditure is author-
ised by the whole House, However, we can
complain of the expenditure of large suma of
money without the sanction of the House,
I trust that before the Jarnadup-Deamark
rajlway ia built right through, we shall be
more  conversant with the conditions and
prospects there, I think we might well be-
gin by constructing 20 miles at cach end.
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Indeed, I do not know that it is absolutely
necessary to start at the Denmark end, for
[ am told that that portion of the railway
will run to the coast for a conciderable dis-
tance; and so there would be other means of
getting produce to market. Members should
have an opportunity of seeing the country, so
that they may know what they are voting for
before there is a larger expenditure of loan
money on the line. The interest bill is
swamping not only the Government, bui the
State.

Mr. A, Thomson: The Government are
all right; they are not swamped.

Mr, HICKMOTT: If cur population in-
creases s¢ that our indebtedness per head is
materially reduced, that would be a way out
of the difficalty. But, as the Leader of the
Opposition has said, as our population comes
along, so it goes away again, and for the
last ten or twelve years we do not ceem to
have made much progress in point of popu-
lation.

Hon. M. F. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [5.14]:
Like other members, I am corcerned about the
faet that the Government, apparently in order
to put a good complexion on the annual receipts
and expenditure, the expenditure particularly,
have resorted to the deviee of spending from
lean funds large soms which should properly
be a charge against revemne. The people,
so far as | can see, are nnaware of what is
happening. So are members of the House,
until they have an opportunity of discover-
ing how money is being expended from loan
funds. We may depend upon this, that from
now until the general election of next year,
the Government will resort to every possible
means of spending loan moneys on works
where loan moneys shonld not justly be ex-
peuded; and this with a view to placating the
vlertors and inducing them to believe that the
finances are in a better position than is actu-
ally the ease.

Mr. A. Thomson: That is a wrong thing to
say, surely.

Hon, M. F. TROY: T will prove it as T
go along. The monthly aeccounts prove it.
Prior to the last Federal elections the Com-
monwealth Government horrowed money to
make up the expenditure, and robbed the
note issue of four millions in order to meet
their liabilities.

Mr. Corboy: The people must have been
wise to them.

Hon. M. ¥. TROY: Yes, but not until
towards the end of the elections. Had the
elections heen held in March next, the Nation-
alist party would have gene down to a greater
rxtent even thanr they did. Only on the hust-
incs do these thinps come out, for in the
Press there is given but one view. What 1
am concerned about is that the State Gov-
ernment have expended from loan, money
which should have been provided out of rev-
enue. Here we have an item, ‘‘Harbounrs
and rivers, improvements to Swan River, re-
construction of pleasure boat houses’’—a re-
markable work of development!
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Mr. Clydesdale: They are those which were
burned down.

Hon. M. F. TROY: What a magnificent
reproductive work to be bunilt from loan!

. er. Teesdale: They are let at good rem-
als.

Hon, M. P. TROY: The hon. member
stands for a policy under which money is
Lorrowed to build pleasure boat houses.

Mr. Mamn: They are not exclusively pleas-
ure boat houses, for they are used by the
ferry boats,

Hen, M, F*. TROY: We build pleasure boat
houses from loan, while in the eountry hun-
dreds of pounds worth of stock are destroyed
for want of water supply. People are carting
water nine and 10 miles, yst the Government
can find money for the reconstruction of
pleaswure boat houses. If the Treasury werp
cver-flowing, this sort of thing might be justi-
fied, but when the Treasury is six million
pounds to the bad, and when the country
is merely entering upon production, and the
people are struggling under most adverse
conditions, we should not be spending money
in this way.

Mr. Maun: We must have ferry boats.

Hon. M, F, TROY: Again, last year loan
money was spent on the Bunbury High
School. There was a time when this sort
of work was built from revenue, but now if
all comes out of loan., I have no objection
to the building of these works from revenue,
but money should not be provided out of
loan except for reproductive works. Then
we have the Hospital for the Insane.

Mr. Marshall: I hope there will be no
reproduction there.

Hon, M, F. TROY: And for the Govern-
ment Priuting Officc a new diningroem is to
be built from loan money. Is there any
neecessity for a new diningroom at the Govern-
ment Printing Office?

Hon. P. Collier: If so, why not build it
ont of revenued .

Hon. M. F. TROY: Ezxactly. Plenty of
good men are eating their dinners 2,000 feet
down mines, in the dirty surreundings where
they have been working. Yet the Govern-
ment ean  bunild diningrooms ont of loan
money.

Mr. Mann: Do you suggest that the men
et the Government Printing Office should con-
tinue to eat their dinners in the street?

The Minister for Mines: Sitting on the
window sills?

Hon, M. F. TROY: Where did the Minis.
fer eat his dinner when he was working on
the Golden Mile?

The Minister for Mines: Anywhere, but
that is no reason why these men should not
eat under decent conditions.

Hou. M. P, TROY: The purpose of the
Minister’s interjection is to svggest to those .
men that in my opinion they should not have
decent diningroom accommedation. I am pre-
pared to give it, but not from loam money
while so many others are living under moat
vneomfortahle conditions, Why should the
men at the printing office have to eat their
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diuners in the street! FEmployees of private
firmg are unot required to do- that.

Mr. MeCallum: When at the Government
Printing Office I had to eat my dinner on
the hench where I had been working, Fre-
quently T ate more glue than bread.

Myr. Marghall: That is what makes you
such a sticker.

Hon. M. F, TROY: Apparently it did the
hon, member a lot of good. If the men at
the Government Printing Office do not enjoy
good conditions, I am very much surprised.

Mr, MeCallum: I worked there for 13
Yeagy, and [ know the econditions. The
Eh‘ningroom is long overdue.

Hon, M, F. TROY: 8¢ are many other
things in this State. In one loeality in my
electorate the people had to wait 12 months
for a water supply.

Mr. McCallum: In Fremantlo I have
waited for 13 years without getting one.

Hon. M, F. TROY: But the people I refer
to have to eart water for 10 miles.

Mr. McCallum: And I have to go down
the street to get a bath, I am worse off for
water in Fremantle than are any of the
people in your electorate.

Hon. M. ¥. TROY: People in the con-
stituency of the Minister for Agriculture have
to eart water 10 miles, 1 do not objeet to
the provision of these faeilities in the city.

Mr. Clydesdale: Then you have a queer
way of showing that you do not object.

Hon. M. F. TROY: But I object to it
when the country cannot afford it, and when
people elscwhere have to make great sacri-
fices. I notice an amount of money provided
for the building of halls for my agricultural
friends. I understood it was the policy of
the Government to make pcople build their
own halls, Certainly an agricultural hall
cannot be called a reproductive work, Any
money expended on suech a purpose should
come from revemue. Moreover, why should
the provision of this money be restricted to
the building of agricultural halla? Why
should not people in other industries be af-
forded the same facility? I take strong
exception to the Government singling out any
section of the people for advantages denied
to others. I regret to find that thé amount
provided on the Estimztés ror mning devel-
opment is only £45,000, with an additiomal
£10,000 for State batteries. That makes a
total of £55,000. When we compaTé that
with the millions provided for agricultural
development, we must sce ‘that people con-
neeted with the mining industry genmerally
have good cause for complaint. Last year
£45,000 was provided and only £38,000 spent.
For the erection of State batteries £12,000
was provided and only £4,000 gpent. There
is evidenee that we are on the eve of
imporiant mining developmenis in Western
Australin. Greater attention has been given
to mining development than of retent years,
and there are more inquiries for mining pro-
perties than has been the case for four or five
years. Any good proposition can readily
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be floated to-day, for the investor will take
more 1isk than has latterly been the ecase. If
the Government want to give a filip to the
industry they must spend more than is pro-
vided en the Loan Estimates.

Mr. A, Thomson: They can always excess
the vote,

Hon. M. F. TROY: But it is not excessed.

The Premier: No reasonable request is
refused.

Hon. M, F. TROY: I admit that any re-
quests I have preferred have generally been
aceeded to. The Government must pursue a
definite and aetive policy, and must be pre-
pared to help those who are spending their
own money by contribating funds from those
belonging to the State. Water supplies for
mining distriets come under the control of
another Minister, not the Minister for Mines,
but one who has no knowledge of mining
conditions and rarely ecomes into con-
tact with mining associations. It is &
pity the Mines Water Supply Depart-
ment is not under the control of the
Minister for Mines, as was the ecase
years ago. One Minister  should contrd
everything connected with the mining in-
dustry, He may be in sympathy with the
granting of water supplies to assist the
mining indwstry, but the other Minister I
speak of is not concerned in the matter. If
one does receive any congideration from the
latter Minister it is only obtained after a
hard struggle 2nd the lapse of many montha.
Tt is time the Mines Department had charge
of all the work connected with the industry.
It has officers on the goldfields, and bhas com-
plete jurisdiction over it in all other diree-
tions. The member #or North-East Fre-
mantle, with whom T occasionally come into
conflict, referred te the poverty of the vote
as affecting metropolitan matters. He was
not quite fair in his statement that a sum of
only £91,000 is provided.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: I said £322,000.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The hon. member has
not fared badly on these Estimates. The
metropolitan distriets may have complaints
to make, but their disadvantages are not as
bad as is the case in the country. People in
the back country have built up the metro-
politan area, which depende upon them for
their progperity. Unless these people also
advance and prosper, the metropolitan areas
cannot go ahead. I do not doubt the hon.
member’s sympathy for people in the country,
but he must remember that we who represent
couptry areas konow haoth conditions well.
When T hear complaints about the condition
of the wafer supply in Perth, I smile.

Mr. A. Thomson: People in my distriet
already have to cart water.

Hon. M. F. TROY: T have had to get rid
of a great deal of my stock because of the
lack of water.

The Premier: I have seen people in Eng-
lend carting wafer.

Hon. M, F. TROY: The people ¢f Perth
say they are ready to pay for their own
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water supply. The same thing can be said
of people in the country. We wmay spend
thousands of pounds on water supplies but
the water disappears and the money is gone.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You have no water
there.

Hon. M. F. TROY: We are willing to pay
the Government to put it there.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Government do
not put the water there.

Hon, M, F. TROY: If the Government
will lay out a water scheme, and give us the
conditions that apply in the metropolitan
area, and establish water catchments, we are
prepared to pay the cost. If this cost is mo
greater to us than is the cost of the water
supply for Perth, we shall net complain.
There was a time in the history of the State
when the metropolitan districts receivel
more than all the rest of the State put to-
gether. .

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Not since you have
been here. :

Hom, M, ¥F. TROY: There was the pur-
chase of the trams.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: They have been bene-
ficial to the State.

Hen. M, ¥. TROY: Then there was the
eewerage system and the eleetrie light ays-
tem.

Mr., Clydesdale: We paid for that.

Hon. M, F. TROY: Millions of pounds
were spent on these enterprises. The Gov-
ernment created fish and meat shops and
gave the metropolitan area the advantage of
them. I have pointed out to Ministers that
people in my district have been deprived of
certain advantages, and have been told that
money cannot be spent down here and up
there as well. Metropolitan distriets have
had a great many advantages.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That applies every-
where,

Hon. M. ¥. TROY: If the hon. member
will go to the larger cities of the Common-
wealth, he will not find a sewerage system
sueh as we have here.

Mr. Clydesdale: That is not to say we
ghould not progress,

Hon. M. F. TROY: The metropolitan area
has no grievance as far as this Parliament
is concerned, because it has had advantages
which eommunijties in the older cities do not
phssers.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: This is the worst
Parliament the metropolitan area ever had.

The Premier: We are not near an elec
tion.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: T do not wait for
alection time to speak my mind.

Hon. M. F. TROY: I support the remarks
nf the member for Geraldton concerning the
Gceraldton harbour. A sum of money has
been provided for commenecing harbour works,
and for further work in locating a qguarry
for the necessary stone. These words have
appeared in the Loan FEstimaies so often
that T do not wonder the hon. member fecls
that hope deferred maketh the heart sick.
Last year the Government were engaged in

“are Justified In ecomplaining.
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locating stome; mnow they are again investi-
galing this problem, :

The Minister for Mines:
casy problem, ’

Hon. M. F. TROY: I should imagine it
was in a country which contains so many
ranges of stone.

The Minister for Mines: I am speaking of
the harbour scheme.

Hon. M. F. TROY: A few years ago a
sum of money +was spent in erecting a mole
at the harbour,

Hon, W, C, Angwin: '‘Angwin’s folly.'’

Hon. M. F. TROY: It geems that it will
be destroyed in a few years.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: It was only a tem-
porary affair.

Hon, M. F. TROY: I think it was in-
tended to provide means for taking stone out
to form a breakwater. The money might
well have been thrown into the sea. The
Government have done something for Bun-
bury and Ailbany, but nothing for Geraldton-
The people of Geraldton and the Murchison
Geraldton
badly needs a harbour. Parliament shounld
be just as mnch interested in the develop-
ment of that part of the State as in the
development of the south., One of the great-
est disabilities we suffer from in the North
is the heavy freight over the railway. This
affecte both agriculturiste and people en-
gaged in mining. The cheapest freight ia
sea freight. If we had 4 port at Geraldton
and could ship from there, the surrounding
districts would receive a great fillip, and we
should have advantages we have mnever yet
enjoyed. The one thing that would make
for the dcvelopment of that part of fhe
State is facilities for cheaper transport to
the market.

The Minister for Mines:
nite sea trade at Geraldton.

Hon. M. F. TROY: A boat calls there
occasionally, but what people require is defi-
nite means of communication by sea. An
occasional visit by a boat is of no use to
people in the back country. They want to
be sure of being able to get their goods and
to despateh them at regular intervals. 'When
that position is brought about, Geraldton
will come inte its own.

Mr. Money: If possible the imports should
go through Geraldton. ;

Hon. M. F. TROY: Wheat boats go to
Geraldton but do not go there veluntarily.
They cannot get a full cargo and have to
retorn to Fremantle to top up.

The Minister for Mines: The shipping
owners of Australia refused to take any
cargo at Albany. When they got the Navi-
gation Act they used it for their own pockets.

Hon. M. F. TROY: A vessel will go to
Geraldton to load wheat only becanse of the
policy, not becanse the owners want to send
it there.

Mr. A. THOMSON (Eatanning) [5.45]: L
approach these Estimates with a considerable
amonnt of diffidence. The sum involved is

It is not an

There is no deti-
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about the largest submitted to Parliament
#ince I have been a member, In consequence
of this, one finds himself in a very difficult
position. It is recognised® of course that the
migration scheme to which the Premier has
pledged the State, is largely hound up in
these Estimater, and it is difficult for a pri-
vate member to approach any particular sec-
tion of the Estimates and suggest which should
be cut out. I have no doubt if I were to
suggest that a particular item should be re-
duced, the Government would reply by at-
tempting to eliminate something affecting my
districk. Members of this House, therefore,
pceupy a very peculiar position. The mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. (.
Angwin) said he ¢ould show the way to do
it. This was in reply to an interjection by the
Premier to the effect that there was not a
general election pending, though he was not
going to wait for it.

The Premier: No, T said just the reverse.

Mr, A, THOMSON: Then I misvnder-
stood the hon. member.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: T said I would not
wait for a general election.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Then I may adi. thut
the hon. member ia getting in early. What 1
take strong exceptiou to is the statement that
the Government had to do what the Country
Party told them to do.

Ilon, W. C. Angwin: That is true.

Mr. A. THOMSON: If we analyse the
actions of the Government this session we find
that it is the Opposition, and not the Coun-
try Party, who have had more to do with
the policy of the Government.

Mr, McCallum: Ok, for Heaven’s sake

Mr. A, THOMSON: It is time the Gov-
ernment did their part.

Hon. M. P. Troy: Is it not your Govern-
ment ¥

Mr. A. THOMSON: T take strong excep-
tion to the remarks of the Qpposition, There
i3 not a tittle of truth in them. They are
made merely for electioneering purpeses. L
congratulate the Premier to n certain extent
on the success of his mission to England, but
in my opinion a great deal of it that success
was due to the splendid propaganda work ef-
fected by the Agent-General, Sir James Con-
nolly.

The Premier: Of eourse! It wag all his.

Mr. A. THOMSBON: If hon. members will
turn to the various reports which have been
aubmitted by the Agent-General, they will
find that he has been advocating a bold sys-
tem of immigration for some time past, When
he waz a member of this Chamber, 1 heard
him repeatedly speak in support of an immi-
gration policy, and if I may be permitted 1
would like to read one or two extracis from his
report for the year ended July, 1921, These
will show that whilst Western Australia is
taking a great deal of credit for being the
only State to offer opportunities to our kins-
men gverseas who are turping longing eyes
towards these Dominions, Sir James Connolly,
on page 16 of the printed report, dealt ex-
tensively with the subject long before the Pre-
mier went to England. The Premier should
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not display any tendernsss about matters
which are public property.

The Premier: I am not.

Mr. A. THOMSON: He rhould not decline
to give the gentleman oceupying the position
of Agent General a certain amount of eredit
for the success of the migration scheme.

The Premier: I do.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Tt would be absurd
for the Premier to say that he went Home and
saw and conguered London, Why, the whole
of Western Amustralia does not centain more
people than can be found in a deeent sized
town in England.

Mr. Teesdale: You were there to help.

Mr, A. THOMSBON: 1 wili give the hen.
member some information regarding the up-
portunity [ was afforded of giving help.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: You know that a
Premier carrics more weight than an Agent
general. o

Mr. A, THOMSON: No doubt. DBut the
gentleman oceupying the position of Agent
General shculd be given credit for having
done something to establish the success of the
Premier’s visit,

The CHATRMAN: These Estimates have
nothing to do with thc Agent General.

Mr. A. THOMBON: e are dealing with
the migration policy, aund we find that the
bulk of the money is provided on the Loan
Estimates. However, I will quote from the
Agent General’s repert 1o show the part that
Ie took. He wrote:—

It was practically on my initiation and
my suggestion to Lord Milner and the as-
gurances I gave him that Western Australia
wag eapable of undertaking this work of
selection and settlement, that the overseas
settlement scheme was sturted. Then again,
the ex-officer scheme referred to in this re-
port, which I am now dealing with and
from which I anticipate good results, was
not only my own idea, but is directly identi-
fied with Western Awustralia as the only
State or Dominion which has a spetial
scheme of this kind financed by the Im-
perial Government. I venture the opinion
that it would be highly improbable that
Western Australia would get this special
congideration if her requirements were put
before the Imperial Government through a
third party.

Hon. W, C. Angwin:
settlement scheme?

Mr. A. THOMSON: This is dealing with
Commonwealth immigration and is dated 21st
Juty, 1921,

Hon, W. C. Angwin:
not signed then,

Mr. A. THOMSON: Of course it was not.
I merely wish to show that in my opinion we
might have done better, and seeing that we
are placing before Parliament Loan Esti-
matcs to cover an expenditure of over four
millions, it might be possible to get better
financial results than we have had in the
past. The Agent General goes on t¢ say:—

To my mind nothing matters so much to
the Empire as the settlement of the surplus

Ts that the overseas

The agreement was
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population of Great Britain on the lands

of her Dominions.

I have an object in quoting this, because 1
propose directly to refer to artieles published
locally to show the trend of opinion at Home,
and that we, as a State, are justified in en-
deavouring to do our best to get the right
material and to take the fuilest advantage or
the facilities being offered to people our va-
cant spaces.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Do yon know that the
settlement scheme of that time and the settle-
ment scheme of to-day are entirely different?

The Premier: There was no secheme then,

Mr. A, THOMSON: The Agent General
goes on to say:—

It was simply the failure during the past
half century of the people of Britain to
take an Empire view of the distribution ot
the population. In other words to encourage
those who desired to emigrate to go to the
Dominions instead of the United States.
The Minister for Mines: That has been

said by cvery Agent General who has repre-
sented this State.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Surely the Minister
will admit that the gentleman who wrote that
paragraph is entitled to his opinion as well
as to a certain amount of eredit.

The Minister for Mines: To say that that
is his own supgestion is utterly absurd.

The CHATRMAN: What is all this lead-
ing up to? )

Mr. A, THOMSON: I propose to show
later on how we might have got better re-
sults. Unfortunately the Premier regards my
remarks as personal.

The Premier: I do not object to them in
the slightest.

Mr. A. THOMSON: When Sir James Con-
nolly was a member of this House he was
very keen on an immigration poliecy. I refer
the Premicr to the speeches made by that
gentleman.

The Premier: I was here and listened to
them,

The Minister for Mines: Do you imagine
he was the first to suggest such schemes?

Mr. A, THOMSON: No, nor the last.

The Minister for Mines: Then what ia the
point you arc trying to make?

Mr. A, THOMSON: In an earlier report
the Agent General wrote:—

It seemed quite clear to me on my ar-
rival in England that whilst the eyes of
both the investor and the land settler were
undoubtedly turned to Australia by the
huge adverticement obtained by the actions
of our brave soldiers, Western Australia
on account of her amall population could
hardly hope to eompete with her more
populous sister BStates as a manvfae-
turer and trader, and that her opportunity
lay in the great possibility of peopling the
vast area of fertile Crown lands she Iuckily
possesses.

He then goes on to deal with migration. He
was opposed to this business being handed
over to Australia House. That agreement,
however, was meade in Australia. It might
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be interesting to members to learn that, when
[ was in London, there were officers in the
Agent General’s department whoe had no know-
ledge of Australin. The answer invariably
given to inquirers was ‘‘Go over to Australia
House.”” We in Wesiern Australia require
men with capital as well as men with muscle.
Under the system in vegue when I was in
London, the officials at Australin House could
not recommend Western Ausiralia in prefer-
ence to the other States, and we seemed to be
getting men without eapital, while those with
eapital were going to the Eastern States.
If our efforts are to be effective, we must
endeavour to get people with capital to come
here. We should have in the Agent General’s
office men au fait with the affairs of the
State, so that anyone nnxious to migrate
might be able to make vp his mind regarding
Western Australia before going to Australia
House. 1t has been said at Home that as
many migrants as are rcquired can be ob-
tained for Australia. Yet i3 the smaller
towns in the north of Scotland, the people
tave no knowledge of Western Australia,
While in the north of Secotland I called at
the office of an emigration agent for Aus.
tralia an{dl Canada. He could give me ample

* information about Canada, but he had no

information about Auvstralia, except that con-
tained in an old pamphlet issued by the
Orient Company, which stated that there was
plenty of work for house servants and farm
labourers. Tn mast parts of Great Britain,
Canada is well advertised and has plenty of
exhibits. If we are going to advertise this
State effectively, the Government should send
Home adequate exhibits so that intending
migrants may know what we can produce.

Myr. Richardson: What was the Agent Gen-
eral doing to allow thatt

Mr. A, THOMSON; If the hon. member
refers to the Agent General's report, he will
find that that officer has been asking for ex-
hibits to be sent Home in order that he might
be able to make a decent display.

Mr. Richardson: But he would not require
exhibits in order to be able to give informa.
tion regarding Australia.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: The agency referred
to belongs to the shipping company.

The Premier: Yes, and has been dispensed
with. -

Mr, A. THOMSON: Yes, but these agencies
were appeinted by the Commeonwealth to re-
present us, and to get migrants for the Com-
monwealth. T asked the Agent General if
he had a list of the agents appointed by
Australia House, and he admitted that he
bad not. It might be said that thiz matter
is entirely out of the hands of the State, but
I think Western Australia should make bet-
ter use of people who go home from Western
Australia. Many of them would be prepared
to take the platform in the intereets of this
State. -

Hon. P. Collier: We shoold send more of
them Home.

Mr. Pickering: At their own expenset



Mr. A. THOMSON: While the Premier was
ir London, I wrote to him from Bcotland and
told him that there were 90 applicants for
one vacancy as a ploughman. T suggested
that this offered scope for an cmigration
agent, and proffered my services free, but I
did not receive a reply from him.

Hon. P. Collier: The member for Clare-
mont was with him at that time.

Mr. A, THOMSON: T had left Seotland
41 years bhefore, and couvld gpeak with a cer-
tain amount of authority.

The Premier: I sent a reply.

Mr, A THOMSON: T did not recoive it.
I also wrote to the Agent General.

Hon, P. Collier: We were told that you
were rendering wonderful assistance,

Mr. A, THOMSON: That was the member
for Claremont. T was not in the hawd. T
alse offered my services to the Agent Gen-
eral, but received no reply.

The Colonial Seevetary: The postal serviee
must have heen very bad!

Mr. A, THOMSBON: Yes, Tu order to give
credit where eredit is due, T was invited to
go threngh the whole of the working of the
AMioration Department at Australia House,
and I concluded that aso far as was
humanely possible, everything was
done to see that none but the right class of
people came to this State. T mentioned
that T was a Western Australian first and an
Australian afterwards, tmt Mr. Barnes. who
was in charge of the department, considered
that we should he Australian firgt. T con-
sidered that we had more to offer than had
any other State. Tt has been said that
migration is an Empire policy, and the point
I wish to deal with is emborlied in the re-
port of the Agent General, who in 1919
wrote—

Wherever our soldiers and sailors may
go under the flag, they will not be lost to
the Mother Country. Tn the hour of dan-
rer, as the war has amply proved, they will
he there to answer the call. Colonel Amery
went on to saj that the policy of the Over-
seas Settlement Committee aimed at avoid-
ing the pitfall of indivcrimination. ¢‘The
last thing we want to do,’’ he said, ‘‘is to
dump on the dominions settlers who thev
do mwot want, or when they do not want
them. That is why we are only prepared
to find free passages for those of our ex-
soldiers and sailors who have been ap-
proved by the Dominion authorities, under
one of the settlement schemes, or who have
defirite employment to go to and are
otherwise acceptable to the dominions. TIn
any ease, there ia no neccessity for hurry."’

Yet Colonel Amery was responsible for the
passing of that Bill. Tn view of the promise
made by the Prime Minister, I do not know
why we should be paying the fares of immi-
grants coming to this State, At the Pre-
miers’ Conference held in Melbourne in May,
1920, the Prime Minister said:—

Now I come to the second paragraph of
this proposal. 1 have said that preference
should be given to British ex-service men,

being -
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and that the Commonwealth should seek
the co-operation of the British Govern-
ment. Every assistanee we ean get from
the DBritish Government, financial and
otherwise, will be most material. Although
you are here in Dbehalf of your several
States, and my colleagues are here on be-
half of the Commonwealth, after alt the
money has to come out of the pockets of
the citizens of Australia. Whether it comes
through the channels of the States or of the
Commonwealth is not material, The Com-
monwenlth is to assnme financial reapon-
sihility for overseas transport to Austraiia.
We take fuoll responsibility for that and we
pay for it; and I bave stated in the last
parngraph of the outline of the su_ggeste:l
scheme of immigration:—States to enter
into an agreement with the Commonwealth
setting out in definite terms what they
bind themseltes to do in regard to pro-
viding (a) land; (D) other forms of ns-
sistanee, such as depots, sustenance, gen-
eral care of immigrants, employment on
publie works.

It woull be interesting to know why the pro-
mise then made by the Prime Minister has
been deviated from. In my opinion the Com-
monwealth Government have repudiated the
agreement made with the State authorities.
The (‘ommonwealth and the British Govern-
ments are each paying only one-third of the
pasgenger rates. Tie Home Government
should bhe jaying more, and I believe would
willingly have paid more.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr, A, THOMSON: Before the tea ad-
journment I was dealing with the Premier’s
Conference held in Melbourne during May
of 1920, and I quoted from the agreement
entercll into at that conferenee as to immi-
gration, T referred to the Prime Minister’s
promise that the Commonwealt® would as-
sume regponsibility for oversea transport te
Australia. I regret that that agreement has
not been carried out. The breach is detri-
mental to Western Australia, T will quote
a case in point, On the steamer by which
I returned to Western Australia there was
an Englishman who lbad worked in certain
British works for 20 years. He had his wife
and five children with him. He told me that
ke had heen anxious to come out to Western
Australia as it offered him special induce-
ments, Like many people in FEngland, he
was in the unfortunate position of seeing his
small capital rapidly depleted Dbecause of
unemployment. He went to Australia House
and stated his dcsire to come out here as
an  assisted immigrant, Being a married
man, he was turned down. He realised that
if he stayed long enough in England he would
not have the wherewithal to come out to Aus-
tralia, and so he sold up his home, which
brought him about £210 eash. It cost him
£150 to come out here; so he landed with
£30. [ may say he is a very worthy settler
in one of our South-Western groups, and L
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have no doubt that he and his family will
make good. But the £180 which he had to
spend in order to get out here would have
bLeen of much greater value to this State if
it were in our Savings Bank to-day, avail-
able to him when assistance from the Gov-
crement ecases. In this connection there
has been repudiation on the part of the Com-
monwealth Goversment, and I am almost in-
clined to add, on the part of the Home Gov-
ernment as well. The Home Government
are now paying one-third of the ecost of pas-
sages, and the Commonwealth a similar pro-
portion. The FPremier, when peplying, might
he good enough to explain to the Chamber
why the promise of the Prime Minister of
the Commonwealth was not accepted, or, if
accopted, why it has not heen kept. In my
opinion, better advertising results should be
achieved hy this State. During my visit to
the Home land I went through Aunstralia
House, where T saw Mr. Shepherd, the see-
retary, who asked me what [ thought of the
exhibit in the hall. I told him T thought it
was very fine in some respeets, but not truly
Australian, because Western Australia was
not represented in it. He stated that the
fault lay not with Australia House but with
our people, becaugse we had not sent exhibits.
Travelling through Seotland and Eogland
one finds that Canada has extensive exhibits
ju the principal tewns. As we have some
fine exbibits in our showrooms here, it wounld
be wise for the Government to purchase some
of them and send them to Australin House,
to be shown there and also in the ehief
citics of the TUnited Kingdom. That course
should educate English migrants to abm at
making Western Australia their destination.
[ must confess to being somcewhat disap-
pointed to know that immigration is con-
{rolled by the Colonial Secretary. T enst no
reflection whatever upoen that bon. gentleman,
but I hold that land poliey and immigration
should go hand in hand, and should be ad-
ministered by one set of oftiers. I wish to
pay a tribute to Mr. Crawcour, our head
immigration officer. On the boat by which
I returned, there was a considerable number
of immigrants. I saw Mr. Crawcour handle
them. He was courteous and kind, and gave
the immigrants all possible information. His
tactfulness, and his years of experience in
the work, enable him to give our new-
comers much beneficial advice. Still, the
departments ¢oncerned in immigration should
be better co-ordinated than they are to-day.
Next I torn to the subject of viticulture.
In introducing the Loan Estimates the Pre-
mier said that 169,000 tons of raisins Wwere
imported into Great Britain every year. He
also stated some conmsiderable time ago that
it was his intention to settle 10,000 acres for
viticulture on the group system. Up to the
present moment, however, no viticultural
group has materialised.

The Premier: The experts have been en-
gaged on the matter ever since.

Mr. A. THOMBON: I introduced to the
Pramier a deputation of some fellow pas-
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sengers of mine, possessed of a certain
amount of capital. The Premier told them
that he could put them on a group seitle-
ment '’ to-morrow,’’ which would be the 14th
June last. But so far nothing has been done,
except that the Government have purchased
the Bucklands estate for viticultural puor-
poses. IF it takes the Premier’s officers five
months to deeide upon a block of land, how
much longer will it take them to deeide that
the block is ready for viticulture! Before
I went to England, a member of this House
supplied me with the information that the
Government intended to establish group set-
tlements for vitienlture, and in entire good
faith T passed that information on to others.
In my opinion better results would acerue if
Western Australia gave more attention to
viticulture, and less to agricultural develop-
ment in the South-West, though I have no
wish to deery the latter in any way whatever.
There are possibilities, too, in cotton growing.
The member for Roebourne (Mr. Teeadale)
may be termed the pioncer of cotton grow-
ing in Western Australia. In my opinien the
Government should evince some intention to
aseist in  establishing eotton growing here.
The following figures have been supplied me
with regard to the cost of setting up in the
buginess of vitienlture:—

For your information, I submit herewith
an estimate of the cost of settling a mar-
ried immigrant with family on 100-acre
holding of virgin land, witheut ecapital,
viz,:—Cottage (four rcoms unlined), £200;
water supply, 50; stable, cart-shed, ecte,
£50; 30 acres clearing, £45; 30 acres
ploughing, £15; 20 acres vines, £50; 20
acres trellising, £30; fencing, £50; two
horses, £30; two cows, £30; one pig, £3;
poultry, £3; harness, £20; sepring cart, £25;
small plongh, £7; small coltivator, £5;
tools, £10; fodder, seed and super., £30;
six months’ sustenance for scttler and
family, £50; gross total, £745. After de-
dueting clearing £45, and ploughing £15, a
gimilar amount would be required to aettie
the same immigrant on 100 acres of cleared
land. To this as in the other case, would
have to be added the eost of the land plus
the clearing.

‘Why has not the Premier done something to
get viticultural groups established? The fact
that it has taken his experts five months to
find a block of land svitable for viticulture
says very little for them, when we know that
in your district, Mr. Stubbs, and in my dis-
triect, and also along the Midland railway
there are hundreds of acres of land eminently
adapted for vitieulture. We could put set-
tlers on the land more cheaply than we are
doing. Tn reviewing the Loan Estimates we
have to realise that the Government have
practically asked Parliament to sanction an
expenditure of 10 millions of loan money. I
am not aware that the six millions which the
Premier has borrowed
The Premier: We have not borrowed it.
Mr. A, THOMSON: Well, the six millions
that have been presented to ns with the guali- -
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ficaticn that after 2 eertain period we have
tv pay interest on it.

The Premier: We do not take it until we
want it.

Mr. A. THOMSOXN: That is so. I do not
know whether it is the intention of the Gov-
ertinient ty ask authorisation for the raising
of six millions on top of these Estimatces.

The Premier: The Estimates are the auth-
orisution for the year. They include any part
of the six millions which may be spent.

My, A. THOMSBON: Then it is safe to as-
sume that we have aceepted the agreement en-
tered inte by the Premier, that on the set-
tling of 75,000 immigrants we are to get six
millions of money. Un top of that we have
four millions asked for here. So practically
we¢ are lbeing asked to nuthorise a loan eox-
penditure of 10 millions, When I was at
Howe 1 said that, having regard to the fact
that the Tmperial Government were paying
approximately £1,000,000 per week in unem-
ployment doles, I thought the Premier might
possibly have made 2 better bargain that he
did.

The Premier:
England.

Mr. A. Thomson: Yes, I did. As a matter
of faet it is the Commonwealth, not the Tm-
perial Guvernment, who are advancing us this
All that the Tmperial Government

You did not say that when in

money.
are doing is to pay onethird of the
intevest for five vears and provide pas-
sage money for certain ex-service men.

We could reasonably have asked the Im-
perial Government to advanee ng what money
we required. Even members of the Imperial
Government are thinking the same to-day.
Calonel Amery said they were not attacking
vast problems from the viewpoint of settling
the unemployment question, but with a view
to building up the future strength of the
Empire. [ maintain that the peopling of
Western Australia is just as much a Do-
" minion matter as it is a Western Australian
matter, We are only a handful of people
oceupying a vast continent, and we have the
Home land unable to employ its teeming mil-
Yieus. The Government of this State could
gafely pass legislation which would give pri-
vate companies authority to open up and
develop the North, Colonel Amery, introdue-
ing the Overseas Settlement Bill in the House
of Commons, said—

The important consideration was not the
number of people, but the quantity of
goods bought. In 1913 the Dominjons had
hought goods to the extent of £3 per head,
as eompared with 53. per head bought by
the rest of Europe. Britain's net export
to Egrope in 1913 was £32,000,000, and to
the rest of the world £98,000, 000. He wanted
to emphasise the neec‘l for the Imperial
preference. They had passed the stage
when that phase formed part of a keen
politieal issue. A Ministry representing
all parties had agreed@ in 1917 to extend
preference to Britain’s customers.

That shows the trend of feeling at Home.
In London in December, 1922, Sir Godfrey

[ASSEMBLY. |

Lagder, Chairmian of the Council of the
Royal Colonial lInstitute, said—

The Department of Overseai trade had
been conspired against by cconomy com-
mittees, and in the end altogether crushed
by the Geddes ‘‘axe.’’ From that condi-
tion it has been resecued by the vigorous
protests of chambers of commerce in
Britain and overseas. The cultivation of
an overseas trade had always been a
veglected science in Britain, but they might
rejoice to-day that their statesman ree og-
nised that Britain had a very great asset
in Ewmpire trade, and the Domirions would
give to hcr preference.

Sir William Joynson Hicks said:—

The Department of Overscas Trade had
no high place in the hierarchy of the Gov-
erument, but it was the omne department
which might enable the country to recover
from unemployment and bad trade. The
only possible mcans of removing unem-
ployment was to foster trade between
Britain and the Overseas Dominions. Most
of the foreign nations either could mot or
would not trade. If Britain equld recover
£300,000,000 worth of her export which
she had lost since 1912-13 she could ahsorb
over 90 per cent, of the unemployed, An
cxamination of the figures relating to the
Dominions’ trade did not always reveal
pleasing faets, New Zealand imported
thirty years ago 67 per cent. of DBritish
goods. The percentage declined steadily
until 1900, when it was only 46, In the
first half of 1920 it rose to 52, On the
other hand, the TUnited States provided
thirteen vears ago only 5% per cent, of
New Zealand’s imports. At the present
time the percentage was 16%. The year
1920 was the most fatal year to the Do-
minions’ trade hecanse France and Italy
heeamne enormous customers of Britain,
which was unable to supply the Dominions.
Consequently the United States took ad-
vantage of her position. Australia im-
ported thirty years ago 68 per cenmt. of
British goads. In 1920 she imported enly
46 per cent, In the present year the per-
centages had risem to 50. On the other
hand, the American proportion had risen
from 6 to 22 per cent. in 1920, and at pre-
sent it was 18 per cent.

He goes on to say—

Canada and Australia were bhecoming
great industrial countries. Twenty years
ago only 198,000 persons were employed
in industries in Australia, At the present
time about 400,000 persons were s0 em-
ployed. Pritain must realise that it was
useless to ask the Dominions to do what
was opposed to their own interests. The
greatest possibility of developing Britain’s
overseas trade lay in the Dominions’ lack
of population. Britain must relieve herself
of her surplus population, and she must
offer to the Dominions men, and not refuge.
Tt was vseless te ask the Dominions to

. aceept ““scum.’’ The Dominions would
take the best men, with enough money to
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«stablish themselves.
for Britain if, instead of paying
£100,000000 in unemployment ‘‘doles,”’
she devoted £50,000,000 to placing men so
that they might become desirable citizens
of the Dominions. Everyone who was so
placed was a potential consumer of British
exports.  Britain wonuld thus create her
own markets.
“That is from a member of the Imperiat
Cabinet.  Thnder that policy, what an enor-
‘mong territety we would be able to develop!
7T ¢commend those words to the consideration
of the Premier.
The Premier: Do you think I eould turn
them into cash?

Mr. A. THOMSON: The British authoeri-
ties realise that they cannot go on paying
an enormous amownt of money in unemploy-
ment doles. Tf the Premier were to say to
‘them, ‘“You advance us 10 or 20 milliens
free of interest, and we will undertake to
repay it within a given period. In the mean-
time we will accept a certain number of your
unemployed”’—I  believe that such a pro-
posal would be agreed to by those in author-
ity at Home. That would lead to the opening
up and development of the State.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They would not de
it for their own unemployed people at home.

Mr, A, THOMSON: They would not get any
return out of that, If they advanced money
to Western Australia free of interest, and the
Btate guaranteed to commence repaying it
in a certain period, the Imperial Government
would be sure of having their money re-
funded. At the same time we would he ahlg
to take from them large numbers of unem-
ployed who would make desirable citizeny
hore.

Mr. McCallum: Did not the Premier make
inquiries along those Yines in London?

Hon, W. C. Angwin: The Agent General
did in 1919,

Mr. McCallum: Did you not suggest this
‘to the Premicr when vou met him in Tondom?

“TMr. A. THOMSON: T met him there, but
{id not diseuss the matter with him. T was
only a private member of Parlinment, while
he was the Péemier.

Mr. MeCallum: Very modest. You are
one of those who are keeping the (fovernment
in office.

Mr. A. THOMSOXN: Members opposite
‘have saved the life of the Goverpment as
often as we have. The development of
Western Australia is an Empire matter, and
one of vital importance to the Home Govern-
ment. The policy of the present administra-
tion is to ecstablish people on the land and
encourage primary production. When we
see utterances of men like Colonel Amery,
who was responsible for the passing of the
Overseas Settlement Act, and Sir W. T.
Hicks, it is time to ask for preferential
treatment. along the lines I suggest. A
.vast quantity of the produce that goes into
Great Britain emanates from other eoun-

It would be better
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tries, some of them recently cnemy coun-
tries. We should fall in with the sugges-
tions made by statesmen at Home, and do
onn best to make this land sctilement scheme
a Dominions scheme and not one for the re-
gponsibility of the State alome. The Gov-
ernment should make some effort to procure
men with eapital in addition to those who
have to be assisted, and enable them to take
part in the group settlement scheme.

The Premier: They may do so.

Mr. A, THOMSON: The Premier told
rome people with capital to put their money
in the Savings Dank, and that the Govern-
ment would supply everything.

The Premier: Don’t talk rublbish.

Mr. A THOMSBON: That is happening
every day. I heard the Premier make that
remark.

The Premier: Not at all

Mr. A, THOMSON: We ghould encourage
men with capital to take part in the group
gettlement scheme and pay their own way.
This would save the State considerable ex-
perditnre. I hope the Premier in his reply—

The Premier: I will not reply to the
rubbish you are talking.

Mr, A, THOMSON: Other members ave
Jjust as eapable as the Premier of viewing
the financial position and the outlook of the
State, and have just as much confidence
in Western Australia as he has. T am not
responsible to the Premier, but to my electors,
and when I consider it my duty to criticise
the Government I will do so. T should like
to know what has been done about vitienl-
ture, group settlements. Relying upon the
promise made by the Premicr five months
ago—-

The Premicr: A statemcent.

Mr. A, THOMSOX : The Premier =aid
“Tf you Ddbring your wife and children
off the hoat T will

put vou on  a
viticulture group settlement to-morrew,??
That statement was made in his office. T,
therefore, concluded that side hv side with
the progressive land policy in the South-West
we shonld nise have vitienlture group settle-
ment gchemes.

The Premier: The man von refer to did
not apply for vitieulture group settlement.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Whea he went to
your offee he was teld that there was no langd
available for vitienWure, Wikl the Preuder
say that bhe is cstablishing vitieulture gronp
softlements?

The Premier:
im that direction.

Mr, A, THOMSON : Soldiers !

The Premier: They are geod men what-
ever you may think of them.

AMr, A, THOMSON:
the Premier thinks.
upon soldicrs.

Mr, McCallum:
the Govermment?

Mr. A. THOMSON: Because they re pire

We have soldier settlements

T am not ns soft as
I made no refleetion

Why are you eritirising

it.
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Mr. McCallum: Tt is very unkind of you.

Mr. A. THOMSOXN: I should like to sce
groups established along the lines of the
groups in Vietoria. T have here a pamphlst
called ‘‘Australian Farms Limited.’’

The Premier: That is a private company.

Mrz. A, THOMS8O0ONXN: There is no reason
why the Government should not follow its
example.

The Promier: We are Joing more,

Mr. Mann: Do you not think you woull
do better by am interview than by suech eriti-
cisms here§ You will not accomplish any-
thing.

Mr. A, THOMSON: T have aliscussed
these things with the Premier and his oificurs,

Mr. McCallmn: You should have saved all
this for caueus.

Mr. A. THOMSON: That doed not
meet. The private company has seeurgsl
the recognition of the Overseas '%et
tlement  Scheme. Men  with  capital
are being sent out to \’ictoria'. Tl:ey
are prepared to work under certain condi-
tions and put their money inte the venture.
Why cannot we do something on the same
lines in Western Australia? Why should the
State have to find money with which te
finance all these people? We should, if pos-
sible, seeure the advantage of induging peo-
ple with capital to settle on our lands.
trust the Premier will do me the honour of
replying to ome or two of the questions I
have asked. We give the Govermment a
blank cheque to spend about four milllions
of money. For agricultural group settlement
alone there was a sum of £452,000 set down
on the Estimates, and there are dther
amounts which run inte huge figures. Tho
information given to us is, gencrally speak-
ing, of a meagre nature. I hope the money
will be well spent.

The Minister for Works:
doulbt about it?

Mr. A, THOMSON: T have very grave
douhts concerning portion of the expenditure.
A large sum has been spent under our group
settlement acheme that will not be returned.
Large sums have also been wasted in the
settlement of our soldiers. The land has cost
more than it should have dome. I regret we
have not the report of the seleet committee
dealing with the Soldier Seftlement Scheme,
more particularly as that appertains to the
south-west. To oppose the Estimates would
be useless, and if I move for a reduetion I
would probably be the ome to suffer.

Have vou any

Mr, McCALLUM  (South  Fremantle)
{8.12]): It is surprising to find how paro-
chial we ail become when discussing the ex-
penditure of public funds. Notwithstanding
the fact that for many years this State has
put millions of borrowed money into the
Wheat Belt, representatives of the agricul-
tural areas are complaining because money is
being spent in other parts of the State.

Mr, A. Thomson: I was not one of those.

Mr. M¢cCALLUM: The previous speakers
have complained because the expenditure is
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now being concentratcd in ome portion of
Western Austrakia. Last yvear more public
money was advanced for the wheat areas
than for the South-West. Because the
South-West is now sceuring some assist-
auce, and the wheat belt s not getting
the whole of the money, complaints are
being made, The wheat belt has had
sieh 2 monopoly of pnblie expenditure for
& number of years that people interested
in that area seem to thiak that no other
part of the State requires attention. T
believe that the expenditure in the South-
West will show a good return, and will
repay the outlay by the benefits that will
accrue to the State.

Mr. Harrison: If yon get the same re-
anlts as from the Wheat Belt, you will do
very well,

Mr. MeCALLUM: T have seen the finest
dairying eountry in Australia, and the swamp
Yinds on the Pecl estate are better than any-
thing exeept Warrnambool and Mount iam-
bier. Beyond the Felley there are many thou-
sands of aeres which are very similar to the
Darling Downs country. Some of the swamp
land on the Pecl estate, which recently had as
much as four feet of water on it, is now just
a3 wood as Mandogelup, The other swamps
on the estate nre all of very similar soil.
There is nothing superior ta that land in the
Commonwealth. The high lands on the Peel
estate are not cqual to the swanp lands, but
the latter, T repeat, are equal to anything
that can he found in the Commonwealth. I
saw some swamp land there which, after
being drained, produced ninc tons of pota-
toes to the aere in the year in which the
draining  was done, The estate contains
about 33,000 or 40,000 acres of swamp land.
Seeing the summer crops now heing grown
on land which up to February of last year
carried four feet of water, onc is astounded
at the splendid productiveness of the soil.

Mr, A, Themson: Is there a market for
the produce when it is grown?

Mr. McCALLUM: T hope the settlers on
the Peel estate do not intend to go in for
market gardening. T irust that they intend
to turn their lands into dairying proposi-
tions. Unquestionably for a pgood many
years to come Woestern Australia will afford
an ample market for all the dairy products
that ean be produced here. We know that
this State is annually sending Bast about
£2,000,000 for dairy produce. Therefore it
will be a long time before the Peel estate
amd other similar lands overtake our local
requiréments in the way of dairy products,
and have to lock for a market oversea.
Market gardening is  already overdone.
In my opinion the work on the Peel cs-
tate has been carried out fairly cheaply.
Certainly it has been carried out on a
scale never before attempted in Western
Australia, There is now a stretch of about
five milea on the estate which is just a moving
mase of horses and scoops—teams and men
making outlets to conduct the water to Peel
Inlet, 1t is really a sight to see the hundreds
of horses and scores of men—a moving mass
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of horee flesh and humanity. The estate is
well worth a visit, Everything is being done
in a very systematic manncr,
The Minister for Agricutture:
hetter if done mechanieally.
Mr. McCALLUM: Yes. I understand that
the mechanical appliances will arrive in a
confte of months. It has been stated that a
I'roposition has been put up for the draining
of an area on the Fremantle side of the

It would bz

Pocl estate at 1s. 9d. or 1s. 10d. The
higheat cost on the DPeel estate has
been 1s. 6d., and the steam mnavvy has
reduced that cost to about 8d. With drag

excavators, it is cstimated, the cost will be
reduced to 5d. or 6d. There is a tremendons
saving. The sooner the machinery is on the
estate, the better it will be for Western Aus-
tralia.

The Minister for Agriculture: That wili
make the whole of the south-western lands
practicable.

Mr. McCALLUM: Yes; and the drag on
the settler will be lussened. 1 trust that those
hon. members who have not seen the operations
ou the Pcel estate will take an early oppor-
tunity of Qoing so. They will see that th.
money has bheen well laid out, and that the
men are mo:t cnthusiastic on the job they
have undertaken. T regret very much that
these Loan Estimates do not show a larger
amount for water supply. Aectually, about
£10,000 less is provided for this year than
was spent last year. Therafore we shall be in
i worse position this year than we were in
last year, One member has complained of
having had to truck his stock away from his
station, because he could not provide water for
them there. He contends that the metropoli-
tan area should not ask for additional expen-
diture on water supply because he cannot get
water for hig stock in the ecuntry, [ do not
know what he would do with his stock if he
had them in Fremantle. At my home during
many hours of the day one eannot give a
eanary a drink. No one living where I live
eould poseibly keep any stock.

The Minister for Works: You had better
get some new pipes put down,

Mr., MeCALLUM: That is for the Water
Supply Department to attend to.

The Minister for Woarka: Nao.

Mr. McCALLUM: The pipes at my place
arc quite all right." If there is any fault with
the pipes, it is in the department’s pipes,

The Minister for Works: That is not the
advice we have,

Mr. MecCALLUM: The Minister must be
advised wrongly, seeing that the department
have never loocked at the pipes at my place.
A Fremantle hospital which, as I previously
stated, had been for & day without watef,
has since been without water for a period
of 4146 days. A school close by my house,
I am advised, is without any water at all for
several hours a day.

The Minister for Works: Those statements
are mostly exaggerated.

Mr. McCALLUM: I speak with authority
as far as my own home is concerned. The
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mayor of Fremauntle will tell the House liow
often he has been worried about the water sup-
ply. My own house is being rung up at all
hours of the day and night with complaints
about the water supply.-There is not a meet-
ing of the Fremantle Municipal Council at
which gime ratepayer does not complain about
the water. Apart from the aspeet of quan-
tity, the quality is far Lelow what heman
beings should be expected to use, Why can-
not we get an adequate and good supply of
water?! We are prephred to pay for it. We
flu pay for it, Cannot the Government ob-
tain the money to give us a proper supplyf® L
hope that the matter of water supply will not
be allowed te pass at the very much reduced
sum shown on thes: Loan Fstimates. T trust
that a hetter effort will be made to get a de-
cent supply for the metrapolitan aren. It is
@ very poor advertisement for this State when
people coming here find themselves restricted
as regarde the use of water in the metropoli-
tan arca. .

The Minister for Works: Where are they
restricted in the use of water? There is no
restrivtien by the department at all, The peo-
[Me receive alk the water they cun get through
their jvpes.

Mr. MeCALLUM:
the pipes.

The Minister for Works:
makc assertions.

Mr, MeCALLUM: I have to go down the
street in the morning to get a bath, I might
as well dwell in a Siberian desert.

The Minister for Works: We g0 to ex-
pense in order to supply you with water, bnt
your pipes are choked up.

Mr. McCALLUM: That is not the case
at my home, TIf the complaints were isolated,
there might be some force in the Minister '
assertion; but the whole district is complain-
ing. Every sort of excuse and explanation is
given by the department. Once we were told
that a shortage was due to a very much
larger quantity of. water than usual having
been nsed on a partieular day. Later, the ex-
planation given was that a six-inch main had
burst. Tlere were two conflicting explana-
tions.

The Minister for Works: Put your own
house in order, and you will be all right.

Mr. MeCALLUM: My house is in order.
If the Minister would put his scheme in order,
there would be no ecomplaints,

The Minister for Works:
eorroded.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The pipes in the publie
thoroughfares are corroded. The departmental
officers have not examined the pipes in my
home,

The Minister for Works:

But the water is not in

Tt is easy to

Your pipes are

That i all you

know. They may have dona so.
Mr, MecCALLUM: They could not come
round

and do that without somebody seeing
them. But what explanation has the Minister
with regard to leaving a hospital without .
water for over four days, and for leaving a
sehool without water for hours on ead daily ¢
The Minister for Works: If I am correctly
advised, those statements are not accurate.
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Mr, McCALLUM: 1 say they are accurate.

The Minister for Works: All right; that is
Jour assertion.

Mr. McCALLUM: If the Minister is in-
formed that statements made are not correct,
he is content to accept that information. How-
ever, the departmental officers give all sorts
of explanations. There are scores of houses
in the Premantle dictriet, right through White
Gum Valley and to the top of Beaconsfield,
‘where for hours on cnd the people cannot
get any water at all. It is only when the de-
Tuand in the flat portion of the distriet is
very small, that those people can get a sup-
ly. -

Mr, Harrison: In the eountry distriets the
Ppeople are carting water.

Hon, P. Collier: What an argument that
1s for claiming that people :honld have ne
water anywhere!

Mr, McCALLUM: Every distriet in the
scountry areas has its own water anpply,

Hon. P. Collier: No water at Doodlakine,
and therefore no water anywherel

Mr, McCALLUM: When Country members
avant all the money expended in the rural dis-
-triets, it is time to put up an argument why
‘the metropalitan area should be furnished
with a better water supply than it has to-
day. If we allow the present position to go
“imchallenged, the Government will assume
that we are satisfied and there will be no
‘improvement whatever.

The Minister for Works: If the money
‘were provided the dcpartment eould supply
the water.

Mr. McCALLUM: Well these Estimates
are the place where the money ought to be
provided; instcad of which the item has been
eut down by £10,000 since last year.

The Minister for Agrieulture: You don’t
know what is going to be done for Fremantle.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I have not much faith
in what will be dome for Fremantle while
the present Government remain in power.

The Minister for Works: A good deal has
been done for you already.

Mr. MeCALLUM: T am not aware of it.

The Minister for Works: Come down to
my office and see the plans of what was
done a few years ago.

Mr. MceCALLUM: Yes, one pipe was laid
down! We have in course of construction
in Fremantle to-day buildings worth approxi-
mately £200,000. Surely that alone is suffi-
cient justification for the provision of a de-
cent water supply, not only for domestic pur-
poses, but for fire fiehting. We on this side
should issme to the Minister for Works the
advice issued by some departmental officers
to one of his colleagues on a memorable oe-
casion, namely that he should keep a stiff
upper lip when demanding money for the
department.

The Minister for Works: I thought T had

too atiff an upper lip.
: Mr. MeCALLUM: You have not fared
very well in these Estimates. However, 1
hope you will continue battling umtil the
Prenmior fnereases the vote.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. RICHARDSUX (Snbiaco) [8:32]: 1
am disappointed with some of the utterances
from the cross benches. The member for
North-East  Fremantle has  dissected  the
figures before ws, with the result that we
findl that of something over four millions on
the Estimates a)l the privision made for the
metropolitan area is £340,000,

Mr. Money: But you will profit from some
of the others.

Mr. RICHARDSON: The hon. member
should realise that the people living in the
metropolitan area are assisting to build up
the State just as mnch as are those in Bun-
bury, and therefore we are catitled to the
same facilitics as are given to other sections
of the community.

Mr. Johnston: ¥ou have them all.

Mr. RICHAEDSON: We have not. Inm
comparison with the population, we have not
in the metropolitan arca one-tenth of the
facilities provided in country districta.

Mr. Clydesdale: We should keep going till
we get them.

Mr. RICHARDSON: T agree with that.
Year alfter year wmetropolitan members are
told that there is under consideration a com-
prehensive scheme of water supply, sewerage
and drainage for the metropolitin area. The
Loan Estimates contain not one word respect-
ing that comprchensive scheme. There are
on the Estimates ecertain figures relating to
those partieular activities but, as the member
for South Fremantle has pointed out, no-
thing adequate is provided. My clectorate,
perhaps, is just ns well off in point ot water
supply as any other metropolilan clectorate,
yot this year we are short of water, I
sympathige with those other clectorates who
have been short for the past three ur four
years.

AMr. Money: Why do you not agitate that
the people of the metropolitan area should
control their own water supply?

AMr. RICHARDSON: I advocated it vear
in and year out, even before I came into
Parliament. I hope that some day it will be
brought about. In the meantime the Gov-
crument are not prepared te hand over the
obligation, They prefer to keep the power,
and until we can get hehind that power ap-
parently we are not to cxpeet an adequate
water supply. Whenever we agitate for
something, Country Parfy members demand
that we should take the whole risk.

Mr. Harrison: Some of them.

Mr. RTCHARDSON: Tn this insianee we
are prepared to fake that risk,

Hon. W. C. Appwin: We are toking it
now,

Mr. RICHARDSON: That is ro. There
is nothing provided for the metropslitan
mea which is not of a repreductive nature.
Tt is pearlv time metropolitan members formed
a party of their own in this House, The
Country Party members would not then ex-
ereise the power they do te-day.

Mr, T.atham: Tt wonld increase our ypower.

Mr. RICHARDSOX : Apart from what has
been spent already, T nnderstond there are
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loan funds of £45,000 or £50,000 to be spent
on tramway extensions. For many years
little or no extension has been made to our
tramway system, notwithstanding that the
population of the metropolitan area has
practically doubled within the last few years.
It is the function of the Government to give
those people proper facilities for going to
and coming from their work.

Alr, Money: People will insist wpon living
where the best facilities are provided,

Mr. RICHARDSON: That is correct. It
explains the congestion in Perth and the
suburbe.

The AMinister for Agriculture: Although
there is no work for them to do here,

Mr. RICHARDSON: But there is, although
of course there is also unemployment. If
the Government would put in hand some of
these water supplies, sewerage and tramway
works, there would be no unemglovment.

The Minister for Agriculture: There is
none to-day.

Mr. RICHARDSON: If the hon. member
were a city member, he would know that
there is.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Ten men eame to Parlia-
ment House kitchen to-day for meals,

Mr. RICHARDSON: Every say 10 or 12
men come to me sceking employment, or at
lenst asking for references which may help
them to obtain employment.

My, Latham: Yet they will not go out-
back. They are too tired.

Mr. RICHARDSON: The hon. mewber
says they are too tired to go outback,

but it must be realised that the hon.
member is too tired to atay outback.
On the subject of tramway extensions,

it would be easy for me to bring bhe-
fore the Committee the requirements of
my own district. I do not intend to do that.
Let us consider rather the whole of the met-
ropolitan area, 'Whichever way one travels,
there is a demand for tramway extensions.
I am disappointed- that a larger sum has
not heen placed on the Estimates for
those extensions. Deputation after de-
putation has waited on the Minister and
been promised extensions. Also a Royal
Commission has recommended ecertain ex-
tensions, notwithstanding which nothing
has been done. Certainly £50,000 is now
provided; perhaps sufficient to build 4%
miles of tramway extengions. Already
there is meceasity for at leagt 30 or 35 miles
of extensions in the metropolitan area. I
hope the Premier and the Minister for Rail-
ways will see the necessity for putting in
hand those extensions at a very early date.

Lieut.-Colonel DENTON (Moore) [B8.43]:
In these Estimates I see for surveys mothing
but some small amounts.

The Premier: They are provided for in
general items.

Lieut.-Colonel DENTON: I do not want any
general items, nor do I want generosity.
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All that I want is justice for those I repre-
sent. Much las heen said about the settle-
ment of various parts of the State, but ne
provision is made for the district I repre-
sent.

The Minister for Agriculture: Blessed is he
who expeets nothing.

Lieut-Colonel DEXNTOXN: There iz work
for immigrants in my part of the State.
We ecannot get the requisite labour there.
Let me quote an instance of the treatment
meted out to some immigrants which mem-
bers will agrec is disgraceful. Three men
were sent up to 2 two-man job at Watheroo.
Two of them were single men and they were
chosen. It is regrettable that the employer
didl not take the humane view of giving em-
ployment to the man who had a wife and
child to support. The man and woman
travelled from Wathereo to Coomberdale
and as far as Moora, whence the branch of
the Returned Soldiers Leaguc had to pay
their fares to Perth. There is something
wrong with a system which permits of this
sort of thing oceurring. We have heard
mmeh about developing the country. We want
development, but one portion of the State
shonld not be developed at the expense of
another. The people in the North require
as much consideration as those in the South.
In the North we have to travel considerable
distances for water. At Moora yesterday
the temperature was 108.6 and teams, after
covering 22 miles with their loads, were un-
able to get a drink of water, T camnnot for
the life of me understand why people in the
metropolitan area shounldl grudge ws water
supplies for the country.

Hon. P. Collier: They do not say yow
should not have water supplies. They merely
gay they should have one, and they leave
you to say that you should have one. There
should be an adequate sapply in every part
of the State.

The Minister for Works:
free water for them?

Lieut.-Colonel DENTON: No, hut we do
want assistance. The country is useless un-
less water supplies are provided. Let mem-
bers imagine the sufferings of horses unable
to obtain a drink after having hauled their
loads for 22 miles. Members have referred
to the need for introducing only smitable
immigrants, As one who travelled over a
large portion of England, Scotland, and
Wales, 1 know the class of immigrant we
want out here, Immigrants should be medi-
cally examiped for fitness to go on the land.
We do not want men from the cities. There
is plenty of work for them in England to
build up the industries there. We want rural
men, and I think rural men could be ob-
tained for this State. If we could get a
large number of such men, we could reason-
ably hope to make this State what it should
be. Some time ago we read a good deal in
the Press about ex-army officers settling in
Victoria. Not many of them have come here:
Why not? Ieg Western Australia not suffie-
iently attractive for them? I have had my

Do you want
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share of war and am not a militarist; I am
a man of jeace, but I dcsire to see the right
class of men brought here to populate this
country. Things arc developing very rapidly.
It we could get some of the men to become
citizens here, our chance of building up a
nation in this portion of the Commonwealth
world be greatly enhanced. 'The member for
Roebourne (Mr. Teesdale) was pood enough
to give me some cotton sced which has Leen
distributed throughout my distriet. Some of
it will be sujplied to ecvery sehool in the
distriet in order to develop in the children
an appreciation of the possibilities of this

industry. Some day it might be pecessary
for us to make our own gun-cotton.
Some months agoe I asked the Premtier

a question regarding the Piawaning rail-
way, and the rveply was that rails were
not then available, I suppose if I repeated
the question to-day, a similar reply would be
given. I think the Premicr now has a sup-
ply of rails, and I hope it will not be neces-
sary to again question him regarding this
line. During this session I brought betfore
the House a motion expressing the opinion
that the Government should purchase the
Midland railway concession. This motion
has been on the paper for quite a long time.

Mr. O’Loghlen: I do not think it will get
off the Notice Paper.

Lieut-Colonel DENTON: Neither do L

Mr. O’Loghlen: The blue pencil will be
put through it in three weeks’ time.

The Premier: In less than that.

Mr. O’Loghlen: It will be a slaughtered
innocent.

Mr. Pickering: Bring it up again next
session,

Mr. O°Loghlen: Like Billy Hughes, I would
lay you five to oue.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Licut.-Colonel DENTON: I must again
vefer to the disabilities under which my
constituents labour. They are cut off from
every eonvenience. In very few instances do
they receive any assistance whatever from the
Government,

Mr. Pickering: You are in alien territoty.

Lieut.-Colonel DENTON: We are simply
not on the map,

Mz, Pickering: You are worse off than the
North-West.

Lieut.-Colonel DENTON: We are like the
navvy’s dog—we are on our own.

Mr. O’Loghlen; You are looking pretty
well on it.

Licut.-Colonel DENTON: I enter an em-
thatie protest against the trpa_tment _me_ted
out to the struggling farmer in my distriet,
who is not geiting the privileges that a
farmer in any other portion of the State en-
joys. We are not' parochial. .

Mr. O’Loghlen: The world is your country
and humanity your religion.

Lient.-Colonel DENTON: But we do want
instice. We do not get the aid of the Agri-
cultura} Bank. We must be placed on
an equal footing with those in other

[ASSEMBLY ]

parts of the State, so that they may
enjoy the advantages offcred by an in-
stitotion towards which they pay their
quota of rates and taxes. Much has

Leen said this session regarding the need for
developing the dairy industry. Along the
Inkes from Wanneroo to Gingin Brook and
from Gingin to Moora is a seeond Bacchus
Marsh. Money is required to develop it, and
when developed it could supply all the dairy
mrodnce required in the State. 'We have no-
thing to say in opposition to the development
of the South-West, but the Government should
give some attention to developing other parts
of the State. The land there can be eleared

very cheaply. The (loverament should
mt  treat us  as  aliens, but make us
part of the State. We do not ask for

things we do not want, but seldom indeed
are any of our requests granted, If we could
got some assistance, we shonld be better able
to produce those things which our portion of
the country is so capable of produeing

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam—in reply) [9.0]: Few members
indeed have questioned the wisdom of spend-
ing four millions of money.

Mr. Latbam: We ought to have more than
that.

The PREMIER: If I could introduce Loan
Estimates that would satisfy the needs of
every member, T should have to provide a
sum a great deal in excess of that. When
sreaking of arrivals and departures we talk
as though we were losing population. That
is not the case. We are gaining to the extent
of all that we have taken in, The census of
1911 disclosed a shortage of 13,000 people, but
they had not left the State. We know of all the
people who went ouf. They could only have
gone by land or sea, and could not get away
without our having a record of them. In the
taking of the census in 1921 another 5,000
reople were missed. They were in the State.
They were not written off in either 1911 or
1921, but the census aunthorities write them
off at intervals. We will say that 900 people
came into the State. The Commonwealth
authorities would write off 1,000, and it
would therefore appear that we had Jost
population. In a word, the census disclosed
a shortage of 18,000 people during the laat
11 vears, but that was not the case. The
shortage should never have been written off
apgainst vs. It frequently happena that people
are miased when the census is taken. During
the last three years we also deported 1,500
people. This would make some difference to
our population.

Mr. Willeock: Deported them?

The PREMIER: Yes, after the war.

Mr. Willeock: It was kept very quiet.

The PREMIER: They were probably sent
away from the Eastern States, although they
were still on our lists. If people have gone
from Western Australia, whence have they
pone? Of course there are no vacant houses
in the North.East Fremantle electorate. There
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are no empty houscs anywhere in the metro-
Iolitan area, and we have built thousands
of new ones. We have put nearly 1,000
married men on to group settlements, Every
one of these families has left a house either
here or on the goldficlds. Last year we put
more thar 1,000 people on to Crown lands.
We have built many houses in country towns,
and these are all occupied. There are more
people in the country towns thanm before and
also more in Perth. There are morc people
on the land than before. We have put thou-
sands of people on the land during the last
three years. In group settlements alone we
have placed 8,500 people. Every time there
has been a stoppage of work on the goldfields
we have brought people down to the coaat, and
T have gent officers up there in an cndeavour
to keep them in the State,

Mr, Chesson: Some ot them went to the
Eastern States,

The PREMIER: No doubt., There has
been a considerable inerease of population
in the metropolitan avea, Apart from thz
men wh> are at work about the ecountry
there are thousands who have become far-
mers.  Fveryone is at work. Many people
havy been transferredl from the timhor ju-
dustry into cmployment on road congtrna.
tion. Men have 2lso come from the goldfieids
to work on farms and on roads. Of ecourse
we are not losing popnlation. I do not think
there are many people leaving the goldields
to-day. Tt is very diffieult to prove thnt
people are not leaving the State, when the
ccnsus diseleses a shortage. Tt is unreason-
able te suppose that in 10 years 35,000
people eould book their passages from West-
ern Australia without any record of the faef
being kept. It is said in the *‘ Australian’’
that a million people have left Canada.
Possibly some of them have gone to America,
for Canada is petting people all the time. Tt
i3 disturbing for the public to hear that,
although we are bringing in large numbers
of people, wo are still losing populatinn.

Mr. Willcock: We are not acconnting for
the natural inerease.

The PREMIER: We are not losing people.
Something wag said about the public debt
per head of the popnlation. If we compared
our indebtedness with that of Victoria the
eomparison would not he worth the paner it
was written on. Tn this State we borrow
money for all purposes. Tt all becomes part
of the public debt. In Victoria all the services
of the metropolitan area are puid for by
hoards or municipalities. This can also be
gaid of most of the other States. In Wes-
tern Australia we borrow money 6T the con-
struction of water schemes, the purchase of
trams and other works in the metropolitan
area. We also borrow large sums which wr
lend to other people for the development of
the State. Of our publie debt close on 13
million pounds must have heen borrowed and
lent to others.

Mr. Willeock: We have assets for most
of that.
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The PREMIER: Yes. People who have
ptorrowed the money are paying interest upon
it.

Mr. Willeock: We have assets for most
thau a third of our indebtedness.

The PREMIER: Yes, nearly half of our
net indebtedness. We cannot make com-
parisons in that way. Of the 10 willion
pounds which have been borrowed in ruecent
years, 8ix millions have been loaned to otker
people who are paying interest upon it and
using it for the work of development. It is
not a charge against the taxpayer. The I'ecl
estate will not be a charge against the people
of the State. They will have nothing to pay
upon that. The land is very valuable, and
will represent exceedingly cheap land to those
who are fortunate enough ‘to get it. They
will not be charged more than two-thirds of
its value, which will irclude the rdat of
developing the estate. The people of Wes-
tern Australia will get all the advantage of
the settlement of 700 or 800 people there
without having to contribute anything to-
wards it. The same thing will apply in the
rase of other estates that arc drained and
opened up. We shall have to write up
against our public debt the cost of deoing
this work, but it will not represent a charge
upon the State. Everyone who has seen the
Peel estate recognises that we have done the
right thing there. We will do the same thing
clsewhere. .

“ Mr, Mann: Are you going to readjust the
prices of the aoldiers’ land?

The PREMIER: Same portion or it has
alrady been readjusted. Between the Peel
rstate and Punbury there are opportunities
for settlements of the same kind. Befween
those two places there iz a long strip of
country upon which thousands of people can
be settled to the advantage of the taxpayers
hut without any cost to them, The costs will
he charged to those who take it up.

Mr. Willeock: Will the land rentsa be
paid into revenue or into loan funds?

“The PREMIER: Any recoup of expendi-
tura from loan goes back into loan. There
is a great deal that must be done. Our
financial position is due to the fact that we
have not enough trade for our railways and
harbours. We can only overcome this diffi-
culty by increasing our population, and de-
veloping our land and industries generally.
If we could only arrange for the settlement
and development of all the vacant land in
the Kimberleys, and the further development
of those already held, there would be enough
stoek to keep the Wyndham Meat Works
going and to give them a chance of paying
their way. It would be the wise and proper
thing to de. The country there must be
developed. We shall lose the best part of
£100,000 on the Wyndham Meat Warks
unless we can provide them with suffieient
gtock to keep them going full time. Money
is not so easily obtained for the development
of new pastoral holdings or new cattle hold-
ings as one would think. There is always a
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difficulty in financing a new territory. We
ean only get over that by indueing people
with money to take up land there. The only
alternative is to settle the country ourselves
and spend a large sum of money there, There
is8 no danger in spending money for the
development of the country, especially when
this means further revenue for our public
utilities such as our railways, harbours, ete.
The member for Katanning had a wood deal
to say. How easy it is to say we should have
done better. Only an exceedingly simple
man, or one who is something worse, ever
says that sort of thing. It is so easy and so
deadly stupid to say such things that one
wonders that men éan descend to that kind
of eriticism, Of course, better might have
been done, but I can do no better. No man
ever suggested as much to me before I went to
the old land. It wasTot suggested I shonld do
even as well, The member for' Katamning
met me in Lendon, but did not suggest I
should do semething more; not he. I could
do no better. I did my best for this country
when I was at Home. T had considerable
trouble in getting so mnuch. The Old Country
iz heavily taxed now, and is not inelined
to tax itsclf for the development of the
Dominions. There may come a time when
Britain will have to get more of her people
away, when she wounld find it muech more
economical to take her people to the food
than econtinually to take the food to the
people. I do not know that the criticism of
the member for Katanning is worthy of much
consideration. Obviously, the criticism was
not made because of any conviection that the
arguments were sound, or that the eriticism
was necessary for the purpose of setting
things straight here. It was made simply
from a desirec to ecriticisc the settlement
scheme. T do not know cxactly what the
hon. member did in Londen, and I do not
krow why he has waited so long to say so
much about the work that was done W]n]e
I was at Home. I Lelieve there were one or
two things he asked me to reply to, but he
said so mueh that I have not the salient
points present to my mind. Perhaps he will
mention them agnin at somc subsequent per-
iod, and then I can give them my considera-
tion. T {do remember his saving something
-about vine growing. T have told the House
that the vitieultural industry is suited for
Western Anstralia, and that when we get the
people to go in for viticulture we will set
that industry going tno. Some of the money
on these Loan Estimates can he devoted to
that purpose. It has been said that the
amount of money proposed to he expended
in the metropolitan area is altogether too
small. Let me remind hon. memhers that
we said long ago in this House that there
should be no further growth of Perth until
the country districts had bheen more fully
developed.  Of course a building boom has
started here, and Perth is growing; but that
growth is quite natural. I suppose there is
no ('lh‘ of 150,000 inhabitants in the British
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Empire that has so few people as Perth has
making things to sell.

Mr. Clydesdale: Eastern States opjosition
has a great deal to do with that.

The PREMIER: The growth of Perth is
a natural growth. The people of Western
Australia are prosperous, and the require-
ments of the people of Western Australia
have Luilt up the city of Perth. But there
are big stores in Perth which have never
stocked a thing or sold na thing made in
Western Australia, That is because the things
are not made here for them to stock and
sell.  TIf Perth, not being a manufacturing
eentre, ig to be maintained, it must be main-
tained hy the farmer, the pastoralist, the
miner, and the timber worker. If there is
a penny on these Estimates that is not caleu-
lated to do something for Perth eventually, 1
shoulil he very surprised indeed. Most of the
money on these Loan Estimates is destined
to encournge the development of agriculture.
BEven if there is not much directly for Perth
on the Istimates, members representing the
metropolitan area will understand that that
will prove all the better for Perth in the
long run. T hope members will not set up
demands for roads and churehes and halls
and——

Mr. Hughes: Did you ever spend any
money in East Perth since you became Pre-
mier?

[Mr. Munsie tock the Chair.]

The PREMIER: I think T have killed a
few moesquitoes there. The Government have
done a good deal for East Perth. We have
made Fast Perth possible,

Mr. Teesdale: There is such a thing ns a
lower houge at Fast Perth.

The PREMIER: We realise our vespon-
sibilities, TIf we have a tramway system,
we must extend it bit by bit. T do not know
whether ours is the best tramwny system in
the world, becanse I never travel in the
trams.

Mr. Hughes: You ought to have a ride in
the trams; it would be an edueation for you.

The PREMIER: No doubt if T lived in a
suburb of Perth, T would ride in the trams.
We aro facing our responsibilities with re-
gard to the city. T know that the water
trouble in Perth is a real one. There ouzht
to be & trust dealing with the water ques-
tion in Perth, The 1eople of Terth are
quite able to manage their own affairs, and
vrobally they would deal with the water prab-
lem much more effectually threugh a water
trust. T am very pleased with the recention
whieh these Estimates have hnd at the hands
of hon. members. Tt is very nire to know
that members approve of the Government's’
proposals and also to know that memkers
want some expenditure. Tt is anly when
prople do want expenditure that progress is
made. We ean square the finaners only by
increased produetion and active r'lpvr]npmont
The other day the mayor of Perth toll the
Premier of Vietoria that Vietoria is a vory
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fortunate place. No doubt it is. Vietoria
levies toll on the whole of the people of
Australin. Years ago, under high protection
and with low wages Victoria established its
industrics.

Hon. M. ¥. Troy: Andd with cheap money.

The PREMIER: The people of Victoria
gre very enterprising. I am mnot jealous of
Victoria at all. I am very pround of Vie-
toria. I can quite nnderstand that the mayor
-of Perth, finding himself a Victeriar sur-
rounded hy Victorinns, was a little earried
away. The strength of Vietoria’s position
is due to the fact of her having levied and
now levying toll on the other States, and
particularly this State, by the supply of dairy
produets and wanufactured goods generally
for the last 30 years.

Hon. P. Collier:
of the Western Australian goldfields meant
for Vietoria!l

The PREMIER: Yes. In 1892 there were
a great many men out of work in Vietoria,
and that State very cleverly sent them over
to Westorn Anstralia to work our gold mines.

Mr, Chesson: That was s very good thing
for Western Australia,

The PREMIER: A very good thing in-
deed,

Hon. M. F. Troy:
ern Australia,

The Minister for Agriculture: Western
Australin has been a good country to them.

The PREMIER: If Vietorin has any
more men to send, we will take them. How-
ever, upon the ontbreak of onur goldfields
those men came over here, and everything
they needed in the shape of food came to
them from their own country and the monex
went hack, and similarly with mananfactured
goods,  Vietoria has levied toll on Western
Anstralin to a very considerable extent dur-
ing all these vears.

My, Pickering:
some pood settlers.

The PREMIER: Tt was not Vietoria that
was nt fault in the matter. The fault lay
with this country in allowing the thing to
happen. We should have developed our lands
sooner. I[f Western Australia had supplied
all the food that was consumed on her gold-
fields, we shonld now he a very wealthy eom-
munity.

Hon., M, F. Troy:
goldfields again,

The PREMTER: Yes, Victoria has al-
ways been particularly enterprising. When
Victoria. started on butier production its an-
nual outpnt of butter was worth about
£60,000. Tu three vears the production had
increased to £570,000, There are people in
this State who would faint if they were told
that because Vietoria had inereased her hut-
ter production nine-fold in three years, we
should dn the same here. They would not
sleep for a month. Vietoria did the work and
reapwl the reward, and more power to her!
We oare going to do the work now, and we
shall reap the reward. “‘Too late’’ is an
awtul ery. Owing to the war Vietoria at
present has an unfunded defieit of £1,200,000.

Those men made West-

Still, Vietoria gave us

Let us open up the

Look what the outbreak
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Last year Vietoria had 4 small deficit, though
the mayor of Perth did not know of it,

Hon. P. Collier: Neither does the mayor
of Perth know that Vietoria has no sinking
fund.

The PREMIER: I am glad thé hon,
member reminded me of that, because of our
£5,500,000 deficit £3,155,000 represents ac-
tual payments into sinking fund. During
the last 11 years we have accumulated a
deficit of £2,363,000 more than we have con-
tributed to our sinking fund, Vietoria now
has an unfunded deficit of £1,200,000, ae-
coriling to the latest statement, and, in ad-
dition, there is some defieit funded. So that
the position in Victoria is not so much beiter
than the position here.

Hon, T. Collier: Vietoria has a large
population and a small territory, while we
have a large territory and a small popula-
tion.

The PREMIER: Vietoria and every other
State of the Commeonwealth has had financial
trouble owing to the war, I mention these
thiugs just now because I do not wish it to
go out to the people of this country that our
position is so bad. There are persons who
like to make the position look worse than it
is. T hope those persoms will be agreeably
surprised if, when this financial year ends,
our deficit torns out to be a great deal less
than it was last year.

Hon. M. T. Troy: 7You have provided re-
venue expenditure from loan.

The PREMIER: XNo we have not. If the
kon, member will look into the investment of
loan meney in this State he will find that the
position here is sounder than in any other
State. The other States have found it neces-
sary to horrow very large amounts. TDuring
the last nine years we have been, of all the
States except Tasmania, the lowest horrower.
We have nct borrowed half the amounts
raised by the larger States. I can quite
believe that people are anxions about the
expenditure of this borrowed money. I want
to impress on hon: members that this money
is being invested in dcvelopmental work. Last
year we spent about 234 millions. A large
proportion ef that moncy was loaned to the
Agricultural Bank and the Soldier Settlement
Board. When this yecar's expenditnre is re-
aorded it will be found that but a vervy small
proportion of the four millions has been writ-
ten up against the taxpayers. T appreciate
the remarks of the Learder of the Opposition
respecting the Peel estate. The development
there will result in adding to the cultivable
area of the State land worth at least three
times the amount expended on it. So long as
we achieve that result, we can keep on till
the cows come home. I wish with all my heaxt
that the member for Geraldton (Ar. Will-
cock) had got his harbour works provided 30
vears ago. We ean never expect peaee from
the hon, member until the work is completed.
The Geraldton harbour serves an enormous
territory, but its development will mean a
very large expenditure. Still, it has to be
faced, for they must have a harbour eapable
of accommodating big vessels. Tt is impos-
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sible to ask the people of Geraldtom to pay
freight to Perth 300 miles over the railways.
. Hon. P. Collier: This is an attempt at
pacification.

The PREMIER: No, I do not wish to
pacify the hon. member. I rather like him
when he is cross.

Hon. P. Collier: Then that is why you
keep him in that state.

The PREMIER: The Leader of the Op-
position kept him in that state for many

+ 'years.

Mr. Willeock: At all events Le and his
Government spent the money they put on the
Estimates,

The PREMIER: Everybody knows that a
barhour has to be provided at Geraldton.

Hon. P, Collier: Well, there could not be
anything more Qefinite than that.

The PREMIER: At least, it is as definite
as my friend’s answer to the Geraldton
deputation which waited upon him. T can re-
member every deputation from Geraldton to
8 Minister, and the reply given. Sometimes I
thought they were going to get their harbour
works. The Leader of the Oppesition was
very skilful in handling depntations. Tet me
say I am delighted at the reception given to
these Estimates.
“Hon. P. Collier:
to be said.

Vote, Departmental, £81,624—agreed to.
Vote—Railways and Tramways, £750,514:

ftem, Busrselton-Margaret
£52,000:

Mr. PICKERING: Portion of this line was
built by Millars’ and bas been lying idle for
many years. Many of the group settlements
must have a railway before the winter. 1
should like an assurance that efforts will be
made to put this railway in good condition
byfore that time.

The PREMIER: The line will be put into
effective condition for the earrying of pas-
sengers and traffic.

Ttem, Land resuraption, new lines, £6,000:

Mr. PICKERING: A considerable area ot
country will he resumed for the new line,
Bussetton-Margaret River. Notice was given
to scttlers along the ronte a eonsiderable time
ago of the intention of the Government to re-
sume the lands. Iowever, no resumption has
taken place. 1 should like to know from the
Premier when the resumptions will be made
und compensation paid.

The PREMIER: Resumptions will have
o be made in the usual way, and the. land
will be taken as soon as wanted. Of course
compensation will follow,

Mr. O’Loghlen: How much compensation
do they get?

The PREMIER: Very little.

Ttem, Waroona-Lake Clifton
£5,000:

Hon. P. COLLIER: Last year the Minister
Eor Works said the agount then set out on the
Eetimates, £61,000, “would cover the whole
purchase price. T see that another £3,000 is

There is wothing more

River area,

purchase,
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required. I heard that the amount to be paid
to the railway was in dispute, I should like to
know whether it has been submitted to ar-
bitration, or whether the Government have de-
cided to increase the amount paid. T hope the
Minister will give us full particulars regard-
ing thir additional £5,000,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
amount already paid wos all the money due
to the company. This £3,000 is provision
made in respect of lands resumption, and also
some outstanding accounts. The Committee
can be satisfied that not an unnecessary
persny will be paid.

Hon. M. F TROY: Last year many state-
ments were made as to the liability for the
purchase of this line. I understood that the
Government were led into the purchase by
an ex-Attorney General, then member for
Canning, A Royal Commission was appointed,
hut the matter has never been satisfac-
torily  e¢leared up. The report of the
Royal Commission was so involved that
one ecould make nothing definite of it.
The Royal Commisgioner, while exempting
the then Attorney General from any responsi-
bility for misleading the Government, found
that his firm were acting for the company at
the same time as he was acting for the Gov-
crnment. [ do not wish to refer te ancient
history bevond saying that the whole busi-
ness was most unsavoury. I would like to
know what buginess is being done on this
railway.

Mr. Johnston: I think £36 waa received
for freight in the first month.

Hon. M. F. TROY: I notice that a con-
siderable quantity of stuff is being brought
over the Midland line from Ginigin and
Bullsbrook to the Portland Cement Com-
pany’s works, stuff which we were told would
be brought over the Lake Clifton line. What
revenue i3 received from thig lire, and must
we expeet it for all time to be a dead loss?
Parliament was not consulted regarding the
expenditure; in fact the whole thing was
carried out in such a manner that Parliament
would never have agréed to it. Had this
occurred when the Labour Government were in
office, we would never have heard the last of
it. We did not need to do this sort of thing
to evoke opposition from the Press. Every
aet of administration by the Labour Govern-
ment was so misrepresented and exagpgerated
as to lead people to believe that we were
guilty of numbers of secandals, whereas no
act of ours could compare with thia transae-
tion. The Press say nothing about this; yet
they profess to be fair and square and above-
board

Hon. P. Collier:
publie liberty.

Hon, M., F. TROY: Yes, and of public
rights. They close down and refuse to give
information regarding the scandals that oe-
cur here and in the Commonwealth. There
have been numerous Commonwealth transae-
tions involving the people in enormous losses,
and nothing has been said about them.

And the guardian of
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- The Premier: This railway was bought
before the present Government came into
power.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Yes, but the present
Government are responmsible for not having
informerl the country of the circumstances
until they had to approach Parliament for
the funds.

The Premier: XNothing happened until the
nomey was required.

Hon. M. ¥, TROY: When a question was
asked as to whether the Government were
birilding the line, we were told they swere
not. Yet they were building the line all the
time. The Government, at the eleetions, had
the support of a gentleman who was sail to
have been responsible for the transaction.
We should know definitely how the proposi-
tion stands. The company were to earry cer-
tain stuff over the line. They were to sup-
ply agriculturists with lime at a certain priee,
but they have not kept their eontract, What
do the Government intend to do? They have
fulfilled their part of the contract.

The PREMIER: T heard a couple of dayvs
ago that the company were bringing Jime-
stone from Gingin. If that is so it is quite
wrong. I had meant to iell the Minister to
inquire into it. They have no 'right to do
that; they should use the lime frowm Lake
Clifton. Thev get a very low freight over
our line.

Mr. Pickering:
at all?

The PREMIER: I de not know., Tt was
not fair of them to ask the Government to
buy the line if they did not intend to get
their lime from Lake Clifton. The provision
regarding the carriage was so loosely drawn
that T doubt whether it really binds them,

The DMinister for Miues: They get no
freight coneession unless they carry a mini-
mum of 23,000 tons.

The PREMIER: The Minister will inguire
into the matter.
Mr. Wilson:

at all.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I am very much dis-
appointed at the explanation of the Minister
for Works. He has not attempted to give
any explanation.

The Minister for Works: T have told you
all T know.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Surely the Minister
knows more than he has told ug! When the
matter was under discussion 12 months ago,
we learnt that the amount to be paid by the
Government for the railway was in dispute.
The ecompany were claiming a greater sum
than the Minister considered they were en-
titled to under the terms of the agreement
to purchase.

The Minister for Works:
arhitration.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is what I want
to know. I know the company claimed a
certain amount and it was disputed. Was it
referred to arbitration; did the Government
concede the demands of the company, or did
the company withdraw from their attitnle?

Are they using the line

They are not using the line

They went to
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This was one of the most unsavoury political
scandals in the history of the State and I
can easily understand the desire of everyone
nssociated with it, even the Press supporting
the Government, to allow the matter to
silently slip into oblivion. It is not an agree-
able subjeet to discuss, but we are catitled
to have an explanation before we are asked
to pass an additional vote of £5,000. The
file was built up largely by correspondence
by the Minister for Works, and surely he is au

fait with the subjeet. Why should we
pay this extra £5,000? THHave the Gov-
crniient  yiclded to the denmands of the

company. Last year it was evident that the
eampany were stonding fiem on their demand
and were contemplating an action at law.

The Minister for Works: There was an
arhitration over it.

Hon, P. COLLIER: This is the fivst T have
heard of it.

The Minister for
tioned in the Press.

Hon, 17, COLLIER: There was nothing in
the Press abont it. [ have never known of
u transaction receiving so little publicity as
this ene, T am a pretty diligent student of
the Press and very little appears which es-
eapes my notice, but T have seen no reference
to any arbitration. Who was the arbitrator$

The Minister for Warks: The Engineer-in-
Chief.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T do not want infor-
mation by way of interjection. The Minister
will have an opportunity to give it presently.
He stooll np just now to make an explana-
tion and sat down without having made it.
We onght to know what has heen the amount
of traffic over thig line. The only refercnce
to the work of the railway that I saw in the
Pregs was that the first three or four weeks’
cperations involved the State in au expendi-
ture of £9 per day for interest alone on
the capital cost of the line, ani the receipta
amounted to ahout 173, 94. .

Mr. Johngton: They run cone teain a fort-
night for the busy summer traffie

Hon. P. COLLIER: So far as one ecan
gather the deposits at Lake Clifton are not
being utilised to the extent the company
thought they would be required when the
railway was built, and it appears that the
State has purchased a white elephant. Wa
are paying £66,000 for a white elephant plus
£9 a day in interest, and apparently the whole
thing is geing to be of no use, unless some-
thing happens in future which will enable
the company to utilise the Lake Clifton lime
rather than that from the Midland line. The
whole thing apparently has been a failure.
The State has been sold a prup. Ore of the
main reasons why the concession was granted
in the first place was that lime would he
supplied to the farmers at a reasonable price,
Has any lime heen supplied to the farmers?

Mr. Money: I had 30 tons.

Hon., P. COLLTER: I suprose that is
whrre thev colleeted the 17s. 9d.

The Minister for Mines: He boucht it to
get rid of the stick-fast flea in Bunhurv.

Works: Tt was men-
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Hon. P. COLLIER: The result of the
labourse of the Royal Commissioner was a
whitewashing of the whole affair. The in-
guiry reflects no eredit upon him,

Mr. Money: Is that fair?

Hon, P. COLIER: Yes, If a lawyer un-
dertakes a public duty and does not discharge
it faithfully, according to the facts placed
before him, I shall certainly not refrain
from making such a remark as this

Mr, Money: Because you think so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Of courge. I do not
say what others think. The inquiry reflects
no eredit at all upon him. It was a balane-
ing report and was an endeavour to let
everyone out without finding anyone guilty,
Mueh more evidence could have been called
if the Commission~r had desired to sift the
question, which would have cnabled him to
place the responsibility npon the shoulders
on which it should rest. .

Mr. Johnston: There is too munch profes-
sional etiquette about it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: \We had one K.C. sit-
ting in judgment on another., They were
friends in court day after day, and we eould
only expect such o result.

Mr. Pickering: That aspect of the matter
has not been gone into before,

Hon. P. COLLIER: The report of the
Royal Commissioner was made during the re-
cess and has not yet been discussed in Par-
iament. There was an extraordinary lapse
of memory on the part of Ministers who ap-
peared before tbe (Commission, and there was
A most extragrdinary contradiction in the avi-
dence of statements made in the House when
the matter first came up. Before I am pre-
pared to vote a penny of this meney, I want
te know that the company is entitled to it,
and that the State is getting value for what
it bas given. The freight contraet was a
scandalous thing. Tt committed the State for
40 yeara to carry 23,000 tons of lime per
anmum, which would involve a loss to the
country of anything up to 114d. per ton per
mile,

The Minister for Minas: T Ao not think
it committed the country; I think we got out
of it.

The Minister for Works: I think the con-
traet has been cancelled. That is my advice
from the Crown Law department.

Hon. P. COLLIER: This contract was
made at a time when other people were pay-
ing inereased charges. If it has been ecen-
celled, T should like to know. I understand
that the first elaim of the company was for
£70.000.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That was the sum set
down on the Estimates.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The files show that
the Minister stoutly disputed the c¢laim and
would not pay. What coinpromise has beon
effected? The whole business should serve
as & warning to Parliament and to Ministers
against atrocious contraeta of this kind.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I regret
I have not the fullest information to place
hefore members to-night, but T will obtain the

-
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fullest partieulars I can to-morrow and bring
them before members, during the afternoon
or cvenming. T believe the £5,000 set down
on the Estimates is largely for land resump-
tion. I do not think one penny of it goes to
the company. The claim of the company was
for something approaching £70,000. T de-
clined to consider it, and instructed my
officers to be very careful in their dealings
with the company. We were up against peo-
e whe knew the game from A to Z.

Hon. P. Collier: Did the matter go to ar-
bitration?

Tha MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, the
Engineer-in-Chief was, I think, the eole

arhitrator. The company claimed amongst
othdr things for a Dbonus given {o
Mr, Anketell, who was loaned by the

department to build 1hé line for them.
1t was an impudent claim. They asked me
for permission to recognise that officer’s ser-
vices by giving him a bonus. My reply was
that they could do se if they pleaged, but
could not get it out of the Government after-
wards.

Hon. P. Collier: It was a most impudent
claim.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am glad
to have the hon, member’s endorsement of
my statement. I think, according to the evi-
dence of Mr. Sayer, there is no doubt about
the comtract having been cancelled. It was
made whilst Sir Henry Lefroy, Mr. Gar-
diner and I were out of the State. It did
not come before Ministers, and the proposal
for freight as we knew it was an entirely
different thing.

Mr. Money: The Act provided what the
freight should be.

Hon. P. Collier: Not for that freight.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: The re-
port of the Royal Commissioner shows that
the Deputy Commissioner of Railways, Mr.
Hume, made the contract. It was not known,
T believe, either to Sir Henry Lefroy or Mr.
Gardiner, and it was certainly not known to
me,

Hon. M, F. Troy: To whom was it known?

The MTNTSTER FOR WORKS: It was
made after we left the State, and was alto-
gether different from the impression I had
of what it was going to be.

Hon, M, F. Troy: That is a remarkable
statement.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
all T can say to-night. If the Committee de-
sire it, this vote can be postponed. I do not
think there is a penny of the amount of this
item due to the ecompany. If there is any
outstanding account of the company, it will
not he paid until the House knows all about
it.

The PREMIER: 1f members would like to
have the full information to which they are
entitletdl—I am sorry it i not here—they
shall have it. I move—

That the further consideration of the
jtem be postponed.

Motion put and passed.
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-Vote—Harbours and Rivers, £171,000:
Item, Geraldton harbour works, £10,000:

Mr, WILLCOCK: I think the Premier has
told us as much as he wants to tell us about
this item. When speaking generally on these
Loan Estimates I asked him to explain what
the Governmenti intend to de in the matter.
The final word, of course, remains wifh the
Treasurer, who has to find the money. It is
not right that the Geraldton people should
be deluded into believing that an amount of
money will be spent on the harbour, and that
month after month and year after year should
go hy without anything being dene. I want
to be placed in a position enabling me to
speak quite frankly with my eleetors. If
the details of the work are available, the
Premier should say definitely whether the
woney is to be spent, There are only five
months of the year to po now.

The PREMIER: To-night I can only say
absolutely and definitely ‘‘No.”” T am as
anxious as the hon. member is for the har-
beur to he constructed. However, we have
not the right scheme yet. Before spending
134 millions of money we must be satisfied
that the last recommendation is the right one
te proceed on.

Hon. M, F. Troy: What steps are yon tak-
ing to be satisfied?

The PREMIER: All the steps that we
tnke in connection with such matters. Of
course the member for Geraldton has been at
this thing for a very long time. It is pos-
sible at the moment we have not anything
like the right scheme.

Mr. Willeock: The seheme has been under
ecnsideration for 20 vears.

The PREMIER: There is another scheme
now. Some alterations have been recom-
mended. The jetty for the carriage of
material has. of eourse, been eonstructed.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Tt will be eaten away
presently; It was merely put up tempor-
arily,

The PREMTER: So soon as we are satis-
fied that the scheme proposed is the best for
Geraldton, we will proceed with it.

Mr. CHESSON: T support the remarks of
the member for Geraldton. When an amount
iz placed on the Fstimates, it should he ex.
pended. Year after vear the Loan Estimates
have ghown amounts for giving better facili-
ties at the port of Geraldton, hut very little
irdeed has been done, Tf there is nn inten-
tion to expend the amounts, thevr should not
appear. The Murchison goldfield is linked up
with Geraldton, and my electors want decent
harbour faecilities there, An adequate har-
bour at Geraldton would mean that the whole
of the goods required by the Murchison
people wourld come by water to that port,
and then the Murchison people worldl have
only rail freight frem Geraldton to pay.
Fither the engineers are not fit for their
position, or clse their recommendations shoutd
be carried eut. There has been too much
procrastination in this matter. The exense
now is that the engineers are trying to locate
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a quarry. There is no difficnlty in getting
stone around Geraldten. .

The Minister for Works: There has been
a difficulty, anyhow.

Mr, CITESSON: There is something wrong
with an enginecer who will open up a quarry
ou one stone, as actually happened in con-
neetion with this work.

The Minister for Works: The engineers
must he allpwed some say as to whether the
stone is suitable. There is diffieulty in locat-
ing suitable stone.

Mr, CHESBOX: When a work is recom-
mended by responsible officers and money is
placed for it on the Estimates, the money
sliould be expended.

Hon. M. T, TROY: The worst feature
about this item is that it appears
every year and nothing is dome. The mem-

ber for Gernldton must feel indignant when
every year it goea forth to his constituents that
the Govermment propose to expend certain
moneys on the Geraldten harbour and yet
nothing is done. Tle object of the item
must be to fool the people at Gernidton, The
excuse i always some disagreement amongst
the engineers. Every time the Minister sub-
mits the scheme to the engineers, thay will
propose something different. In that way
the matter could be hung up interminably.
As regards the question of the quarry, a great
deal of the stone used at Fremantle was
brought from Kellerberrin.

The Minister for Works: The engineers
have a quarry now, and the stone is suitable.

Hen. M. F. TROY: Then the only trouble
is as regards the scheme. Will there ever
be a scheme decided on? Tf the Government
will frankly say that the amount required
is too large and that they cannot afford it,
the member for the distriet will know swhere
he stands. I3ut to mislead the comstitmency
year after year hy a promise is to treat the
preople with contempt. One cannot fool all
the people all the time. The josition of the
member for Geraldton in this matter is most
unfortunate. He i3 to be commended for
objecting to the reluctance of the Government
to carry out the policy whieh they proclaim
on the Loan Estimates. [ trust the Govern-
ment will declare their intentions ome way
ar the other.

Hon., W. ¢, ANGWIN: I was surprised
to hear the Premier say that the scheww is
not suitable. That scheme was decided on
by the Engineer-in-Chief, lhis assistant, and
by another engineer, Mr. Ramsbotham. The
srheme follows almost the lines of that re-
commended in the enrly days by Sir Juln
Coode. Another scheme was proposed out
from the lighthouse, hut the engincers, after
putting down tests and floats, decided that
that scheme would involve silting up, and
ronsequently the amnual expenditire of a
larpe sum to keep the harbour clear. Ther
were umanimnus that the present scheme
was the best one for the harhour, The En-
gineer-in-Chief and myvself visited Geraldton
and met the public men of the town; incivd-
ing the mayor, who had had expcrience =il



2612

ing into and out of the port of Geraldton.
Betore the Engineer-in-Chief explained his
scheme, the mayor, a man of practical exper-
ience, prodaced an almost similar  scheme
which he himself had drawn up. The only
difference of opinion was as rcgards the
length of the breakwater. Eventually it was
agreed that the hreakwater might have to
be made a little Jonger than had been first
projosed, another 25 or 50 feet, but that
could only be determined by praetical ex-
perience.  The scheme was unanimously
adopted. In the opinion of the engincers, no
other scheme was practicable, The scheme
seleeted was that of the officerz themaselves,
bhacked up by the Mayor of Geraldton, Mr.
Fallowfield, who was himself a praetieal man,
acenstomed to passing in and out of Gernld-
fon harbour. It is surprising that at this
late date the question of alternative schemes
should be re-opened. The scheme adopted
would have cost at the time between £600,000
and £700,000, while the doubtful scheme,
that which it was feared would silt up, would
have cost over a million,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No doubt
the member for Geraldton does not feel quite
happy over the delay which has taken place.
There was trouble in respect of the quarry,
and I have already explained the steps which
were taken. SBince then a satisfactery de-
posit of stone has been found, so on that
puoint, at least, we have made a step forward.
The scheme adopted by the engineers and by
the Government was the one upon which a
start was made. However, problems arose
which neceasitated a review by the engineers
themselves. Ag hon. wmembers know, the
present session has extended over the hest
part for six months, and we are still here,
meeting at half past two o’cloek each day.
No¢ Minister, not even the Premier, can keep
his work up to date in those circumsfances.
In my opinion there shounld be more Ministers,

Houn., P. Collier: Barkis is willin’!

,The MINISTER FOR WORKSH: The whole
of my Christmas holidays were spent in mak-
ing up for the time wasted by meeting here
at half past two o’clock each day. It gives
a Minister no chance to attend te his work.
This half past two n’clock bnsiness has been
tried, Parliament after Parliament, but every
time it has proted a failure.

Hon. P. Collier: Hear, hear!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: However,
when the session closes we shall have time to
look into this seheme.

Hon. P. Collier: But we arc not likely to
finish until June.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: If that
be 50, it will not be possible to finalise the
stheme this financial year. However, I will
prt it before the Premicr as soon as possible.
Tf what is put before the Premier is not
satisfactory, we ought to call in outside ex-
rerta’ adviee in Jdealing with a hig question
like this, for we do not want to make any
wistakes in respect of it.

Vote put and passed.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Vote—Water and  Sewerage,

£273,200:
Item, Other goldfields, £1,000:

Mr. CHESSON: 1t is nearly time the out-
back goldfields water supply was resumed by
the Mines Department. Whenover there is a
bit of a find, water is required and it becomes
wecessary to deal with two depariments,
namely, the Mines Department and the Water
Supply Department. It means exasperating
delay beforc one can get a bore put down.
‘The Mines Department should conirol the
water supply for mines, especially those on
outback goldfields. In 1913 the water supply
was under the Mines Department, and it
should be handed back to that department.

The Minister for Works: The Mines De-
yartment control it now.

Mr. CHESSON: When we go to the Water
Suyply Department for a bore, they say the
cost ought to be borne by the Mines De-
partment. I say the same. Under that sys-
tem the provision of the bore would be in
the hands of the mining inspecrtor.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hob.
member would not speak as he has dona if
be were aware of the facts. The Minea De-
partment contro! their vete. The Water SBup-
ply Department, who have officers on the di--
ferent goldfields, do the work when asked by
the Mines Department at the expense of the
Mines Department. They do not dispute any
request which the Mines Department ask them
to earry out.

Mr. Chesson: There is always delay be-
tween the two departments.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There is
not. :
Mr. Chesson: I have seen men go off the
fields in consequence.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member is wrong. If the Mines Department
want a bore at a certain place and provide
the money, the Water Supply Department do
the work at once,

Mr, Chesson: There is delay between the
two departments.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There is
no delay whatever. The Water Supply De.
partment do the work, because they have
men and plant on the different goldfields.

Mr. Chesson: I satill say there is delay.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member is wrong.

Hon. M. F. TROY: T am glad to hear the
explanation of the Minister, because T was
not aware of the facts he has just stated. I
understood the water supply vote was con-
{rolled by the Works Department.

The Minister for Works: That has been
altered in the last 12 months.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The work has heen un-
satisfactorily performed by the Works De-
partment.

The MThister for Mines: We do not do the
work.

Hon, M. F. TROY: The Works Depart-
ment have no intimate association with the
goldfields.

Supply
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The Minister for TWorks: All this work is
done by Mr. O’Brien, whe has been asso-
ciated with the goldficlds for 27 years.

Hon, M. . TROY: Tn the o0ld days one
very satisfactory feature was the promptitude
with which the Mines Department attended to
water supplics, A new field was hardly dis-
covered when a horing plant appeared om
the heels of the prospectors and put down
bores. As a resvlt the fields were developed.
During the last year or two it has been neces-
gary to wait months and months for these
supplies. We have been told that there are
only a dozen or 20 men on the ficld. Of
conrse there are only a few men in the be-
ginning.

Hon., P. Collier: They would not get any
more unless water was provided.

Hon, M, . TROY: Sunpplics have to be
found by boring and well sinking, and the
Mines Department have a lasting monument
in the numhers of wells dotted throughout the
baek country.

Hon. P. Collier: And they will be useful
in years to come.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Of course they will
They are a reproductive work, They are the
best and in fact the only means of opening
up this dry country, The Mines Department
apjpreciate the value of water supplies. When
the work was placed under the Works De-
partment, T complained hecause the people
who should be responsible were the Mines
Department. T am glad the change has been
made,

Mr. CORBOY: T also was surprised and
yleased at the information given regarding
the rccent change. If even more control
were given to the Mines Department, it
would redound to the benefit of the gold-

fiells. A good deal of delay occurred because”

a Works Department official, after going out
to a mining settlement, often reported un.
favourably and the Works Department
turned down the proposition. Then a Mines
official would have to go ont. That duplica-
tion of effort could well be done away with,
Tt would be mueh better if the Mines De-
partment, whe understand the conditions
under which mining properties, and particu-
larly low-grade shows, are being operat2d,
had sole control of all thinga necessary to
assist the mining distriets. Tt would cer.
tainly give more satisfaction.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: For many
vears the Mines Water Supply Departinent
was a definite sub-department of the Mines
Department, and had its engineers and staff

crganised and controlled by the Mines
Department. During the Labour regime
we changed that policy, and placed
them all under the Water Supply
Department. The theory was correct;

it seemed foolish to have engineers under the
eontrol of the Mines Department secking
water supplies for mining purposes, while an-
other department often had to,send engineers
over the same country in connection with
town supplics, The engineers were put under
one department and the whole control, in-
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cloding that of expenditure, was transferred
to the Water Supply Department. Recently
the Premier issued a direetion that the mines
supplics should be controlled by the Mincs
Department. The officers attached to the
Water Sopply Department are to remain at-
fached to that «lepurtment to advise how hest
to provide supplies where the Mines Depart-
ment consider them nceessary, If we get a
request or have amy knowledge of the needl
for a water supply in & new mining aresa,
we ask the Water Supply Department to re-
fort on the best means of making such pro-
vision. A report is then made under Mr,
O'Brien's directions, and an estimate of the
cost given. If we are satisfied with the
mining possibilities of the distriet and tha
distance from any other water supply, in-
structions are given to proceed along the
lines of the report. This year we have pro-
vided £10,000 for such work.

Mr, Chesson: You should act on the re-
port of the inspactor of mines in the Jdistriet.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He re-
Torts on the need for water supplies. If we
are satisfied with all the cireumstances, we
make a request for the money. The Premier
says he believes it iz money well spent to in-
cur expenditure in, wherever possible, pto-
viding permanent catchments for water, even
if the mining prospecta in the immediate
vicinity are not as promising as we would
like. We cannot have too many catchments
in country like this.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Development of goldficlds and min-
eral resources, £55,000:

Mr. CHESS0ON: The sum of £45000 is
too small to set aside for the development
of our mining industry. There are very ex-
tensive auriferous areas which have yet to he
prospected, and, owing to the expense of
carrying on development in parts of the 2oun-
try beyond our railways, it is necessary to
assist prospectors upon whom we rely to
prove the value of these auriferous areas.
One or two good finds have recently been
made on the Murchison. T would refer par-
ticularly to Carter and Hamilton’s find,
which was afterwards Brown’s find and sub-
sequently was formed into a company. If
we could find another Golden Mile in West-
ern  Australia, we could expect to receive
many millions of money and a greatly in-
ereased population. We can well afford to
spend much more than we are doing under
the heading of Development of Goldfields. T
hope next year the vote will be cousiderably
inereased.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There
have been occasions when a larger amount
than this has been provided, but I uwsually
spend nearly all that X get. Last year we
provited £45,000 and spent £38,000. In ad-
dition to that there is a good deal! in the
way of sustenance given in cash. We make
advances against ore from this vote. As they
are recouped to us, we make the money avail-
able again for further advancea. This year

.
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the producers of base metals have been able
to conduct operations only through being able
to use this vote as a banking institution.
, Probably some of this money has been ad-
vanced three times in the year.

Mr. Wilson:- You also spent the £38,000.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:  Yes.
During the last two or three years we have
tried to appreciate the difficulties under which
our gold and base metal proeducers ara labour-
ing.. It has not beer easy to get money ip-
vested in the industry. Although it may he
said we are taking greater risks in the poliey
we are purshing, our methods serve to eall at-
tention to the opportunities presented in this
Btate. I believe we are on the eve of a re-
vival ir both gold and base metal industries
in Western Australia. I am afraid to men-
tion in the presence of the Treasurer that the
amount provided will probably have to be
excessed this year, because of the assistance
which we are rendering, assistance which
will, and I believe in the very mear future,
prove of very mateérial advantage to the
State as a whole. OF course T ghall endea-
vour to keep within the vote, but the depart-
ment are taking more risk than one is gener-
ally anxious to take.

Mr. Chesson: We give the department
eredit for that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Still, the
(Government ought not to shout it from the
housetops that they are ready to advanes
money. Tf an applicant is not prepared to
show faith in his own proposition, the Gov-
ernment should not assist him. The hope
of the department is that others interested
in mining will come along and back the
Government’s assistance. In one or two cases
where advances have been made we have been
influenced mostly by a desire to induce in-
vestors to provide additional capital, so that
& show will not go by the board for the want
of a little more money. Criticism has come
our way for assisting the Ives Reward. How-
ever, we have fajth in the St. Tves district,
and we ask investors to accept our faith as
a reason for backing their own.

Hon, M. F. TROY: 'The Minister has
intimated, in effect, that the Mines Depart-
ment are prepared to gamble on a district.
That is the policy which the department must
pursue, becapse there is nothing very definite
in regard {o any mining proposition. That
ig the view members must take of the Mines
Department. T am satisfied that at present
there is preater interest and aetivity in
mining than for many years past. .\ number
of persons have asked me latterly whether T
know of any show in my district which I
can recommend. T do not remember a time
when there was such a tendeney fo speculate
in mining a9 there iz to-day. Therefore this
iz the department’s opportunity. The de-
partment must give a lead. Tf people are
prepared to gamble in this bysiness of
mining, the Minister for Mines mmst show
that his department are not unwillng to
come forward and take an active interest. T
admit ‘that credit is due to the Minister in

[ASSEMBLY ]

that conmection. I have brought proposi-
tions to him myself, and have not found him
wanting in sympathy. TUnhappily, there is
2 view now prevalent that the Mines De-
partment, at one time the most progressive
of all departments, and the Lands Depart-
ment, at one time the most unprogressive,
are changing places,

The Minjster for Mines:
said at present.

Hon. M. F. TROY: 1 am telling the Min-
ister what is passing through men’s minds.
At one period we had in the Mines Depart-
ment here men from the goldfields, whe were
of progressive ideas. But the majority of
the officeras in the department now are city
men. ‘The Minister ought to centinue the
old policy of bringing in goldficlds men and
of training his men on the goldficlds,

The Minister for Mines: That ig the policy
now,

Hon. M. P. TROY: Al Mines Department
officials of any importance should have gold-
fields training and Yoldfields knowledge.
There is an officer now in the Mines Depart-
ment here, who has been a warden; nnd
whenever & goldflelds name is mentioned to
him, he knows it. Sueh persenal knowledge
is invaluable in the Mines Department. The
Minister should send the young men in the
Perth office of the Mines Department to the
goldfields for experience. The department
should not be reeruited from men with city
assoeiations. What made the department
auch a success in the past was the faet that
the men with whom one had to deal had
knowledge of goldfields conditiona and gold-
ficlds men, knowlege of prospectors and their
individual pecuoliarities.

Mr. MARSHALL: T have had oceasion
during the past 12 months to apply to the
department for assistance in eonnection with
an ashestos find at Lina. Numerons pros-
pectors are interested in the find, and they
have requested the department to furnish
them with a treatment plant. At that
time I received from the departmentnl
officer the information that the Government
were seeking anr efficient plant with a view to
installing it in the Pilbara district. No state-
ment has since been made on the matter, Pos-
sibly the Minister has overlooked it. Do the
department intend to pive any material as-
sistance to those prospeetors? Tn quality the
ashestos is second to none in the world, anl
the prospectors are hanging on in the hope
that vltimately the Government will eome to
their aid. T should like to know whether the
department &ave been successful fin their
search for a plant.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I had a
special inspection of the field made by an
officers, who considered also the provision of a
treatment plant. The treatment of ashestos
is by no meang easy, and anv muddling weuld
cost the State a good deal of moner. One
company are aperating in a smalt way, and we
hare arranged with them te treat ore from
the distriet, with a view to proving whether
it would be wise to estahlish a larzoer plant.

That eannot bo
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Asbestos is seattered over a tremendous area
and we do not know of any oue district where
there is soflicient ore to warrant the estab-
lishment of a plant. The only way we ean
help is by establishing a plant at some point
where it will he accessible to all. We have
not yet been ahle to determine that point,

Vote put aml passed.

twgote, Development of Agricuiture, £2,520,-

Ttem, Assistance to settlers, industries, ete.,
£167,944:

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Oun torning to page
27 I find this explanatory note: ‘‘Final pay-
ment to WAL \Ieat Export Company, Ltd.,
also any asgistanee recommended by the board
of the Council of Tndustrial Development from
time to time,”” What is meant by that?

The PREMIER: This is not for the
Couneil of Industrial Development at all. The
explanatory note is wrong, This money is
used for the assistance of settlers under the
Industries Assistanee Act. Then there is
£100,000 for the Agrieultural Bank, making
a total of £267,944, This sem does not cover
amount: recommeniled by the Council of In-
dustrial Development.

Hon, Angwin:  What amount have
you alre'ulx pmﬂ to the W.A. Meat Export
Company.

The PREMIER: Whatevér it was, it is com-

pleted. There are no further payments to be
provided.
Hon. . Collier: Bnt they have an appli-

eatinn pewding for more money.

The PREMIER: That work is not being
gone on with.

Hon. W. ", Angwin:
£11,000 last September,

The PREMTER: Al the money we are
going to pay has been paid. The eompany
had paid out the eash for machinery and, in
making the advance, we delucted the interest.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: The Fremantle freez-
ing works and the mecat export company are
the one conrern?

The PREMIER: Yes.

Hon. P. Collier: It is deseribed by both
terms in the file.

The PREMIBR: It is the same conecern.

Hon. P. COLLTER: T could not quite fol-
low the Premier’s explanation. We must be
votinz on these Estimates some portion of the
money which has been advanced by the Gov-
ernment to the company. Some of the £80,000
has Leen paid during the present financial
year. T do not »uppose it matters much under
which item it is provided. The fact is we
are voting the additional amount advanced by
the Goununcnt making the totdl £91,000 or
£62,000.

The Premler. Yes.

Hon. P. COLLTER: ‘The undertaking, be-
fore the works were commenced, was for an
advanee of £60,000, and the amount has been
increased until ahout £92,000 has been ad-
vanced. Does that complete entfirely the ad-
vanees to be made to the company?

The Premicr: Yes,

You paid them over
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Hon, P. COLLIER: The files show that
the company are still asking for a comsider-
able increase on that amount: Was mot the
chairman of directors badgering the Premier
for an additional advaneet

The Premier: _That was for additional
storage, but that is not being gone on with.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The £90,000 com-
pletes the Government’s liability to the com-
pany, if I may so express it;

The Premier: Yes.

Hon. P. COLLIER: TItis well for the peopla
to know that at s time when the company
had received £32,000 more than was origin-
ally intended, they were in desperate straits
to secure additional capital and were har-
assing the Premier with correspondence, in
faet with ‘“stand and deliver’’ messages,
and all this time were in arrears with their
interest, sc that the Government had to de-
duet the interest from the e¢ash advanced.

The Premier: But they had paid cash for
the goods.

Mr. Maan: Fortune came their way and
they operated successfully thig yé&ar.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But before fortune
came their way, this badgering company took
good care that their directors drew full fees
all the time. If T am correctly informed,
the directors have drawn something over
£3,000.

Mr. Mann:
it.

Hon. P, COLLIER: But not nearly so
much as the Government dlid.

They put a lot of money inte

| Mr. Angeloe took the Chair.]

My, Hughes:
money out, too.

Mr. Mann: There is not much chance of
that.

Hon. P. COLLTER: These men, who were
ranting from the housctops about iiterfer-
ence by the State with private enterprise,
were mighty persistent in demanding  the
major portion of the capital requisite for the
establishment of their works from Govern-
ment funds. ‘¢Do not let the State control
such works, but let the State provide the
funds and, if any profit accrues, we will
take it.’? That is their attitude.

Mr, Mann: They are paying the interest.

Hon. P. COLLTER: No, the Government
advanced them the money. The Government
advanced them £11,000 but deducted £1000
for jinterest owing.

. Mr. Mann: They still have to pay the in-
terest.

Mr. Hughes: If a business man did that
he would get two years.

Mr. Mann: Good finance, .

Hon. P. COLLTER: I have no pretention
to being a business man, but I would be
willing to invest a few pounds in business
if for every pound T put in I obtained 30s.
from the Government. IFf all failed, I eould
tell the Government to take over the security,
but if the business proved suceesaful, so long

They will take a lot of



2616

as I paid the interest, the profit would be
mine.

Mr. Hughes: The directors are drawing
their fees before the business is established.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, while they are
drawing public funds and are camped on the
doorstep of the Treasury worrying the Min-
mster day after day for money.

Mr. Mann: That was only when the Gov-
ernment desired them to make greater pro-
vigion for meat coming from Wyndham,

Hon. P, COLLIER: Xo; the hon. member
hag pot studied the files thoroughly, The
Government had exceeded the original amount
by something like £20,000 before the stage
was reached when it was desired that ad-
ditional provision should be made for meat
coming from Wyndham. Instend of £60,000
the Government have advanced £80,000, plus
a Further £11,000.

Mr. Mann: You will admit it makes it
possible to export a lot of lumbs and mutten
which would not otherwise be exported.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is not my argu-
ment. T do not argue that the works are not
of assistance to the people of the State, he-
cange they are. The very scction of the com-
munity which the worka were designed to
benefit, is that which has refused to put its
own capital into them. The directors of the
company have complained about the sheep
growers.

Mr. Broun: They had good reason to o
80,
Hon. P, COLLLER: They declined to put
their capita! into the company, and let the
directors down. They anticipated getting
sufficient eapital to go on with the works
without calling upon the Government for a
subsidy. . ]

Mr. Hughes: Why should these encrmons
directors’ fecs he paid?

Mr. Mann: T like the term ‘‘enormous.””

Mr. Broun: There was not the response
the directors expected, but not all the agri-
eulturists or pastoralists turned them down,

Hon. P. COLLIER: They reccived some
money, but most of the stock owners refused
to put capital into the venture. The State
bad to go to their assistance to the extent
of £90,000 to establish a purely private husi-
ness.

Mr.
dustry.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You arc very good
at advocating the use of State money by
private people.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The general policy of
private enterprise is to look askance at Gov-
ernment interfercnee in their undertakings,
and to say that they will establish all the
industries that are needed. In this case,
however, they asked the Government to ad-
varce 150 per cent. ahove the money they
have themselves put in.

The Premier: They bave put in £87,000.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Call it 125 per cent.

Mr. Broun: It shows their bona fides.
They stand to lose £67,000.

Mann: It is developing a new in-
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Hon. P. COLLIER: Is not this the foun-
dation of private enterprise? If a man
starts out in a business he stands to lose all
he pnts into it. He usually takes the risk,
and has not the handling of 123 per ecent.
more representing the taxpayers’ money.

Mr. Mann: In Victoria assistance was
rendered under the bonus system.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not argue that
thote who profess their faith in private enter.
prise will not accept Government assistance.
They wilt take it in any form.

Mr. Pickering: Are they not responsible
to the Government for the sum advanced?

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the venture is a
success they are supposed to pay interest. If
it fails the Government can take it over.

Mr. Mann: They lose the lot.

Hen. P. COLLIER: But the taxpayers
lote more.

The Premier: Tley Jose theirs’ first.

Hon. P. COLLIER: 1If the business it
a failure everybody Joses, We find that this
strnggling venture, which the chairman of
dircetors threatens to throw up, has enable
the dircetors to pocket by way of fees the
sum of £3,400,

Mr. Broun: You would not expect them tu
work for nothing.

Hon, P. COLLTER: T do not suspect them
of Deing over-weighted with philantbropic
feeling, but men who profess to have so pro
found n regard for struggling farmers might
have been expected to give a little of theh
time in an homoerary capacity until the work
kad reached the profit-earning stage. Thes
might have allowed their fees to stand ova
until that time, but they were not taking angy
risks in that regard. That is the bugines:
training about which we hear so much, They
look after WNo. 1 every time. ‘‘If there i
anyhody to suffer, let it be the other fellow,’

Mr, Broun: The directors will suffer al
right.

Hon, P. COLLIER: The enterprise is no
likely to fail financially while the executiw
are able to eall npon eross-bench members ti
put the pressure on the Government. It wil
never fail for want of money, though it ma
fail for want of management. 1 judge th
exeeutive by the very interesting report o
their last meeting. That meeting must hav
been of a prolonged character, because ther
was mueh correspondence between the mem
ber for Toodyay, as whip of the Countr:
Party, and the executive. The hon. membe
tells the exccutive they can rest ascured th
Government have promised this and that.
says he has the assurance of the Minister fo
Agriculture that this or the other matter wil
be proceeded with as soon as Parliament jroe
into reeess. But the execntive reply, “°W
know that past promises to do this and tha
in reeess have failed, and so we request tha
the party get all these things done befor
the session closes.'” That is with regard to
not onc matter, but half a dozen matters
The Country Party are told to go back t
Ministers and see that these things are don
at once. The exceutive have expelled, in th
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person of Mr, Hedges, the biggest farmer in
the State. The St. George's-terrace farmers
expel the biggest wheatgrower in Western
Australia, and this without reference to his
branch. The much-discussed executive in
Beaufort-street did invite a certain culprit
to come along and make an explanation. Not
g0 in the case of that other executive and
Mr. Hedges. It was simply “‘Out!’’ with-
out any opportunity for Mr. Hedges to ex-
pain his conduct. He was expelled on the
§th of this menth. \

The Minister for Agriculture: That is the
first I have heard of it.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Then the Minister is
out of touch with his executive., He will
have to be more careful. At the same time
as Mr. Hedges was expelled, the Deputy
Leader of the Country Party, the member
for York was carpeted by the exccutive for
having appeared on the platform with that
geutleman, I understand the hon, member
has pleaded guilty and is asking for merey.
He said to the executive: ‘“What would you
have done in my case? Mr. Hedges is the
most influential man in my constituency, and
a possible opponent of mine for the York
seat. [f T had refused his vequest to appear
on the rlatform with him, I would have been
between the devil and the deep sea,’’ I
frankly sympathise with the Deputy Leader
of the Country Party.

Mr. Pickering: On a point of order, Mr.
Chairman
Opposition Members: Take your gruei!
The CHATRMAN: The item is ‘* Assistance
to seftlers,”’ and I think Mr, Hedges is a

settler.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have no desire to
puraue a subject so distasteful to members on
the cross benches, I mentioned the matter
merely in order to give it publicity. The
Press does not appear to have noticed it,
which is strange, because expulsions by exe-
cutives usually arouse keen interest on the
part of the Tress. If, for imstance, Mr.
Dooley shovld be expelled by the Sydney ex-
ecutive, the fact would be blazoned in head-
lines not only throughout Australia but also
in Great Britain. Meeting Mr. Hedges the
other day, I tendered him my sympathy.
Those of us who know Mr., Hedges wiil not
require me to repeat his comments on the
Bt. George's-terrace executive. T leave his
observations to the imagination of hon. mem-
bers. I may mention he said that he was
not sorry for himself but was sorry for the
Deputy Leader of the Country Party in this
Chamber. However, I feel sure that in view
of his youth and political inexperience the
hon. member will be forgiven on a promise
not te offend again.

Hon, M. F. Troy: The Colonial Secretary
has already given such a promise.

Hon, P, COLLIER: He has stated thai
nothing of the sort will appear again. He gave
that promise before, but some editor forgot it,
and so the executive called up the Colonial
Becretary and he then declared it would not
happen again. This is the exeeutive whom
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we are asked to believe will not interview
members of the Country Party; will not sug-
geat to them that they should put a little
pressure on the Government in order to ob-
tain further capital for these works.

Mr. Pickering: The directors of this com-
pany have nothing to do with the executive.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, except of course,
that the president of the executive is also
chairman of directors of the company. At
all events, I commend the business acumen
of those directors who have collected their
£3,400 in directora’ fces from a struggling
infant industry which has been up against
post war conditions, ruined markets, and all
the disabilities associated with the meat
trade during the past year or two. I hope
the Premier can give us a definite assurance
that he will not be worried by this company
for more money,

My, Pickering: He could bring in a Bil to
postpone the payment of interest.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If they cannot pay
interest, they will borrow it from the Gov-
ernment. This is the company so pronounced
in their determination to get rid of the State
trading concerna.

The Premier: Not all of them.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No; still if the Gov-
ernment refrained from spending publie
money on State trading concerns, there would
be all the more available for the assistance
of enterprises such as that earried on by this
company. Under this item a little Govern-
ment patronage has been extended to an-
other struggling industry. Busselton has had
£5,480 of loan moneys to establish a butter
factory, and last year they had also £68G.
The member for Sussex, who never wavers
in his hostility to the State’s interference
with private enterprise, cloguently champions
the claims of Busselton to a State butter fae-
tory.

The Minister for Agriculture: And they
have not enough enterprize to take it over
as o going concern,

Hon. P. COLLIER: They have not enough
energy to shoo the cows off the werandahs.
I wonder if the Premier is going to give
any more money to the Busselton butter fae-
tory? The Government are meeting the
maintenaice of the Narrogin farm school
from loan moneyvs. Last year £3,564 was thus
expended.  Was it expended on permanent
and reproduetive works, sneh as huildings at
the farm, or was ordinary maintenance in-
cluded in that?

The Minister for Agrievlture: It was for
buiidings and improvements.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Then they must have
Ircen very extenmsive to rum into such expen-
diture. 1 agree with the member for Mt.
Maguet that, year after year, we arc trans-
ferring from revenue expenditure to loam
ecxpenditure items which properly belong to
revenue expenditure. There was paid last
year from Joan funds £181 for the entertain-
ment of certain eastern journalists visiting
the State, and it was debited under the head-
ing of ‘‘Agriculture.”’ I do not complain
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of the entertainment of Eastern or any other
Journalists, but it ought not to be made a
charge against loan funds. I protest

against .the attitude of the eompany

in pressing the Government for money and

still more money, and against the ‘‘stand
and deliver’’ manner in whiel the directors
of the company demanded it. I want an
assurance from the Premier that any ex-
penditure under the heading of agricultural
development will not be referred for advice
or recommendation to the Council of Indus-
irial Development. From the file e learn
* that the council dealt with the matter of the
advance of £11,000 and made a recommenda-
tion. It appears to be the height of absurdity
to refer to the council any expenditure under
the heading of agricultural development. If
the Government have not technical officers
in the departments to make recommendations
regarding expenditure on agriculture, it is
time we made a radical overhaul of the de-
partments. I repeat the statement I made
on the Bevenmue Estimates that T consider jt
nothing short of a scandal that a member of
the council of Industrial Development should
have requested an advanee to the company
of which ke was chairman and had it referred
to his colleagues for consideration. [ have
lost all faith in the present members of the
Council of Industrial Development. If they
had had a proper appreciation of their
functions and responsibilities, they would
have declined to adjudieate en a matter
which affected one of their eolleagues, Tn-
stead of that they inquired into it and made
a recommendation.  The secretory of the
council was careful to intimate in a minufe
to the Premier that Mr. Monger was not
present at the meeting when this matter was
deeided. Tt iz extraordinary that he should
have thought it necessary to assure the Pre-
mier on that peint. I hope that this body
will ecase to funetion until it is properly
established. T hope it will have ne say in
the disposal of any of these loan funds until
it has been endorsed and approved of by
Parlinment. It is entircly wrong to have a
body, appeinted by a Minister and respon-
sible to no one but the Minister, possessing
more power than de members of this House,
ahle to determine the expenditure of public
funds. If it is neeessary to have such a
boiy, Parliament should he asked to give it
statutory authority and lay down the terms
and conditions nnder which it shall function.
Until this is done, the Council of Industrial
Development should be Jdisbanded.

Mr. MARSHALL:
That progress be reported.

I move—

Mation put and negatived.

The PREMTER: At Fremantle the com-
pany pot in £67,000 which must be the first
Tess. Tt is most important to have freezing
works operating there. Without them there
cannot he much development in the sheep
industry. The company have received meore
than was anticipated by way of Government
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advances. It was thought that the farmers:
would support this co-operative scheme, but
the farmers did not go into it to any extent.
This.is a co-operative company, and as suech
we should encourage it. Owing to the high.
eost of material, the works cost more than
was expected. The expenditure to provide
for private storage was undertaken at my
suggestion. We should have private storage-
for meat and fruit; otherwise these com--
modities- cannot be satisfactorily exported.
I suppose £50,000 was lost last yéar, Tecarise
the apples could no{ bg_satisfactorily ex-
ported without being pre-cocled.

Hon. P. Collier: Are the works absolutely
eompleted now.

The PREMIER: Yes, for export, so far
as I know, The only other money to be spent
will be on eattle works for loeal consumption.
I have ow no request for any additional
advanee. I told members I would ask the
House to vote any further money required
and that will be done. T should be very glad
to be spared the duty of making all these
advanees to help our industries. They are a
source of trouble. Many people object to
State enterprise, contending that co-operation
is better.

Hon, P. Collier: Co-operation with Govern-
ment money.

The PREMIER: TYes, but the works at
Fremantle have been assisted with Govern-
ment money just ns the Busseiton butter
factory has heen assisted.

Mr PICKERING: I emphatically deny the
statement of the Leader of the Opposition
that undue imfluence is broaght to hear with
the Countfy Party to obtain funds for,the
Fremantle Freezing Works. That position
has unever arisen. The mere fact of Mr.
Monger being chairman of dircotors of the
company has no influence with the Couutry
Party or the executive of the Country Party,
or the association of farmers and settlers.

Mr. Wilson: It is a case of tweedledum
and tweedleden,

AMr. PICKERING: That may be so in the
ease of the hon, member’s organisation.

Item—Land  settlement
£750,000:

Hon, W, ', ANGWIN: I want an expla-
nation of the words ‘‘land settlement for
soldiers: advances to scttlers to he reconped
by the Cummonwealth.’’ Does this mean that
the Commonwealth are finding the money,
not by way of a loan, but that they stand
the risk themselves? Tf the Government
spend £750,000 this vear, will the Common-
wealth reeoup them?

The Premier: XNh.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: Then it is merely
3 loan?

The Premier: Of eourse it js. They do
not give us a penny except by way of rebate
of interest. This is stupidiy worded; it is
OuUr money.

Ttom—Agricultural
£452,000:

for  soldiers,

group  settlement,
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Mr. PICKERING: "hen sAhe TPremied
visited the groups during the holidays several
matters were brought under his notice for
attention. I should lJike to know if he has
arrived at any decision regarding them. The
question of drainage there is very urgent.

The Premier: It is not going to raln thers
for three or four months.

Mr, PICKERING: The question must be
dealt with speedily. if the setflers around
Busselton arc to bhe afforded relief during
the coming winter.

Hon. P, Collier: Was not the matter brought
uniler the notiee of the Premier?

Mr. PICKERING: Yes.

Hon. P. Collier: Do you not trust him to
deal with it?

Mr. PICKERING: T am taking this op-
portunity of pressing the matter, just as the
TLeader of the Opposition has done on other
occasions.

Hon. P. Collier:” You have not heard me
press any parochial matters in econnection with
my own constituencey. i

‘Mr. PICKERING: If there is any point
that requires to be impreased upon the Pre-
mier, the Leader of the Oppesition usually
takes the opportunity of urging it.

“Hon. P. Collier: [ generally bring such
matters befors departmental officers, or Min-
isters, without worrying the House about
them.

Mr. PICKERING: According to the Press,
departmental officers are heing_undu]y in-
terfered with by members of Parliament. The
guestion T have raised is not a parochial one.
Everything that ean be done should be done
at the proper season of the year to cnsure the
comfort and safety of the-people concerned.

Hon. P. Collier: It saves a great deal of
the time of Parliament to disenss matters like
+this with Ministers in their own offices. H‘ere
we are in Jannary, and the cost of the session
is mouuting up.

Mr. PICKERTNG:
is important.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: The Premicr said he
was going into that matter.

Hon, P. Collier: But private advice i3 no
gaod to the hon. member.

Mr. PICKERING: The best assurance of
good relations between farmers npon adjacent
properties iy good feneing. The Premier shonld
fence the Loundaries of the different bloeks
in the gronp system,

Hen. P. Collier:
brought hefore you?

Afr, PICKERING: Tt was, The fencing of
propertics is n matter that must be taken into
consideration.

The PREMIER: I have piven those mat-
ters serious consideration for twelve months.
If T were in need of being reminded now as
to drainage, the drainage onld not be starterd
for a year. T knew that the drainage would
have to be done, and accordingly I sent along
the engineers. The officials do their utmost
for the setflers. It will he a pretty serious
thing for me if the scttlers do mnot succeed,

The question of fences

Waa that matter, too,

- understood.
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and the House can rely upon it that I, too,
will do my very best for them. '

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Roads and Bridges, Public Build-
ings, ecte, £72,145—agreed to. ’

Vote—Other State Undertakings, £6,658:

Mr, BROUN: On this vote I may inquire
whether the Government intend to make the
necessary additions to the Corrigin State
hotel. Extra nccommodation i3 badly nceded
there, I know the matter was under consider-
ation at the same time as the additions which
have been earried out at the Dwellingup and
Bruec Rock State hotels. The Corrigin set-
tlers are suffering great inconvenience, and
the State hotel at that centre has an absolute
mongpoly, I see no provision on these Esti-
mates for what is needed.

The PREMIER: I do not know how it is
that the Corrigin State hotel has become so
popular that its accommodation is overtaxed.
The hon. member can rest assured that what-
ever is necessary at Corrigin wil! be done.

Mr, Broun: Will it be lone within twelve
manths?

The PREMIER:
wanted,

Mr. Latham: The Corrigin hotel has not
sufficient aceommodation now, and the Bruece
Rock hotel ig full every night.

Vote put and passed.

We must know what is

. Progress reported.

BILL—INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
AGCT AMENDMENT.

Message.

Message received from the Governor, recom-
mending the Bill.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon, Sir Juwmes Mitchell
—Northam} [12.28] in moving the sccond
reading saisl:  The amendments proposed by
this Bill are very simple and very casily
At present a Supreme Court
judge acts as president of the Arbitration
Court. What the Government ask the House
to agree to is the appointment of a per-
mancut president, wha may or may not he a
Inwyer. The salary will he that of a Supreme
(‘ourt judge, £1,730 per annum. The question
of appointing a permanent president has been
diseussed for some time. It is desired by all
parties who po to the Arbitratiun Conrt that
a president, apart from the judaes, should be
appointed. I agree with that. Then thera
will ke no need to wnit for the president of
the court. The eourt will then sit continuously.
At present the court is adjournad, hecanse
of the long vacation, which the judyes take.
With a permanent president who is not a
member of the judieiary, this wiill not ba
the ease. Tt is necessary that the court should
sit when men are working. It i3 not expected,
of course, that the proposed president can al-
ways attend at the court, without any break
or rest or holiday; and therefore the Bill pro-
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vides that a deputy may take the president’s
piace on certain oceasions. Under the pro-
posed new system, however, there will bs no
long vacation for the president, whe will not
be a judge of the Supreme Court, His ap-
pointment will be permanent, and his salary
will bo voted under the principal Act. The
president will he removahle only by a resolu:
tion of both Houses of Parliament.

Mr. Mann: With the condition that the
Governgr can remove him.

The PREMIER: It will be by a reselu-
tion of both Houses of 1Parliament. The
president. of the court should devote his whole
time to the eourt. If the right man can he
obtained I think we shall have a more sntis-
factory state of affairs than has heen pos-
sible in the past, when a judge of the Sup-
reme Court oecvupied the pesition of presi-
dent for a few months, after which a change
was made. That is not desirable, There
must be contiumity. Tt is necessary that the
parties before the conrt should feel that the
president of the court has made the business
of the court his continnous study. The
method I now propose will give us a material
step forward. None of the judges like the
work of the court, because it is not in keep-
ing with their experience and training. We
want the employers and the employees to feel
that the Arbitration Court is there to give
them that consideration which is necessary to
industrial peace.
tribute to that end.

Mr. MeCallum:
asked for.

The PREMIER: | do not propose to put
those other amendments hefore the House
just now. Among them was the question of
the variation of awards, Jf awards are to
be varied, the court must be able to act with-
out undue delay,

Mr. MeCallum: What about giving the
court power to order the terms on which
wark should be resumed pending the scitle-
ment of a dispute?

The PREMIER: I do not know that we
could give that pewer. 1 know that at times
variations of awards ought to he made, but
it means getting near to a basic wage, and it
neans also miles of evidenece. 1 lope the
House will pass the Bill, giving effect to this
one amendment now; others which I have
diseussed with union representatives and
with employers we may get later,

Mr. Hughes: You do not want to put a
politieal supporter on the bench.

The PREMIER: I do not think that re-
mark ought Lo have been made.

Members: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: In e¢onsidering such an
appointment as this, ene takes a very serions
responmblhty When the hon. member shall
have lived in public life for a few years he
will realise that in making an appointment of
this sort one faces the position with a feel-
ing of responsibility that ounght to be ap-
precisted by everybody, It would be criminal
folly if one were to appoint any but the
most capahle man available.  No Premier

Other amondments were

T think the Bill will con-
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would do other than appeiut the man whom
Le helieved to he the hest for the job, [ do
wot think [ ean be vharged with having ever
made an appointment which I ought not to
bave made. T hope the Bill will go through
without undue delay. 1f the amendment be
approved by Parliantent, the appointment
can he made very scon. The Bill will eer-
tainly make for indnstrial peace. It ought
tn be possible to aveid, if not all industrial
trouble, at all events all strikes. 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

On motion by Hon. P. Collier, debate ad-
journed,

House adjourned at 1240 am. (Wedncsday).

Tegislative douncil.

Wednesday, I17th Jamm:'-y, 1928,

———

Questlons : Eailways—1, Track crfossings; 2, Es-

perance-Northwards lHne ... 2620

Bills : Industries Assistance Act, SR., pmed - 2022
Jarnadup-Denmark Railway, re port - 2621
Interpretation Act Amendment, re ey ... 2621
Dog Act Amendment, Ammblys essage 2621
Cioser Seitlement, recom. .o 2021
Federal B-efercndum, 2m. e 2023

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2)—RATLWAYS.

Track Crossings.

D. ARDAGH asked the Minister
for Education: 1, What is the life of the
spring frog crossing—(a) in a busy yard
like Perth or Midland; (b) at a ecounntry
station? 2, What is the life of the rigid
type under the same eonditions? 3, Could
not the latter be converted and thus advant-
age taken of the longer life and lower main-
tenance eoat of the former?

The MINISTER FOR BDUCATION re
pMied: 1, (a) Spring erossings are not used
in yards, but only on turnouts on main run-
ning roads; (L) The life varies according
to the amount and weight of traffic passiny
over it. 2, It is impossible to state definitely
the exaet difference hetween the life of the
vigid and the spring crossing, but the spring
crossing would last longer than the rigid
one. 3, The rigit crossings covld be econ-
verted, but there would be no advantage in
doing so as the department has plenty of
use for all the rigid cevossings in stock, and

Hon. R



